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.an Interview with M-p. Jordan £. Folsom,
109 West'Bissell S t ree t , Hugo, Okla.

1 was born one mile west of ^oaksville, Indian Terri-

tory, in 1877. My father, Jordan ffofsouijand my mother,

Pamelia Radford, were born near ^oaksvill© and are both

buried in the negro section of,, the Doaksville Cemetery.

My father's%mothtfr was named Sylvia, ^he was a ijgung

woman with one child l iving in Alabama when she^ with a

bunch of slaves, was put upon the auction block and sold

to a slave dealer . Sylvia, with ^be Radford and his young

wife, -e-lizabeth, were a l l sold to the same dealer, who was

bringing slaves to the Indian Territory- and se l l ing them to

wealthy Indians* Sylvia*s mother was there and was crying

but i t did no good, they were just chattels and were sold,

regardless of what any of the re la t ives said or did. Whether

that re la t ive was a husband, wife, mother or child, i t did not

matter to the dealers.,if they d idn ' t happen to want titem a l l

they didn ' t mind separating families. Sylvia was permitted to

keep her l i t t l e boy, but that was the las t she saw of her mother.,
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because very few, i f any^of the slaves knew how to write

l e t t e r s , and they just didn't* A few of them might have

known how to write, but they wouldn't have known what to do

with a l e t t e r after they would write i t , even i f they had

been permitted to do so . I t simply was hot done by slaves
f

in those days*'

The" dealers tied the slaves together and drove them

along the road just like cattle. The dealer who bought

kylvi-a, Abe and -Elizabeth, rode in what the^niggera* called

a "Chariot". I guess it was just a fine carriage. He

had a fine team and it was driven by a negro -slave. '̂ lien,

he had white drivers to drive'the Slaves*, iliey «rode

alongside the walking slaves with whips, "and flicked any
\

who lagged along. Sylvia said they were cruel to them. It

was cold weather and they were just abdut half clothed, but

they did give them brogan shoes to vear, on the march, after

it got cold. They didn't feed them well either, until they

were near the end of the journey, then they fed them so they

would pick up and look better and they- could seiLl them for a

better price. It took them a long time to walk that distance.

Being uneducated, they had no way of knowing just exactly how
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long, but Sylvia thought i t took severa lmontha*

After they got a long way from home and the s lave >i s

driver** thought t he re was no danger of any o f them escap-

ing, they untied them and l e t them ju s t be driven along in

a bunch l i ke c a t t l e * As they came to streams they waded

v

them unless the streams were too deep, but they were used

to i t and didn ' t mind i t . They would take off the i r shoes

and, wade, then put'them back on* They were used to .going
i

half-clad, too* If the strean.s were very deep they were
put across on boats if a ferry were there tut they hardly ;

i
ever found a f e r r y except on big r i v e r s .

Sometimes they would wait f o r days for a s tream to

run down so they could cross i t . I d o n ' t know whether Sylvia

had a husband or no t , but she said that a l o t of the t ime,

t h e i r dealers would not l e t them marry, u n t i l they had sold

them and got them s e t t l e d . She brought her ch i ld along but

i t died soon a f t e r she was sold t o Dr. Henry folsom. ,

He bought the Radfords, t o o , and they were s e t t l e d in

the slave quar te r s on the p l a n t a t i o n of Dr. Henry Eolsom

jus t about a" mile from floaksville.".. The eas t fence of h i s
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was just across the road from the Doaksville

Cemetery, and his place extended.on« mile, west, and one ;

mile south. The big double-log house in itiich his over-

seer lived was just about a mile west of Xbaksville on

the north side of the plantation and the slave Quarters

were out back of the big house. -Dr. Folsom didnTt' live

out „there himself* He had another i i g log house in

Doaksville where he* lived, and practiced medicine and

surgery., He was just about a quarter-blood Choctaw, and

well educated. He was a graduate physician and surgeon*
/ *

He never/ charged the children of his Freedman for his

services as a physician. I have seen him in my father's

.home many a time to see some of us who were sick. He lived,

died and was. buried at Doaksville.

Where his plantation house was; became the home and ranch

of Sir.) Willie Wilson long years after Dr. Folsom's death. Dr

Fol8om raised lots of things to eat, and some cotton- enough

to spin into thread and make clothes. My grandmother said

that the slaves picked the cotton, and picked the l int from

£ Q * •
the cotton seed. Then they carded i t , spun i t into thread and
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wovft'it i n to c l o t h on a loom7 t ha t was on 1iie p l a n t a t i o n .

They had a loom house, f^

flr. Henry folsom's house i s standing today, i t i s

in the sharp bend of the "old tJLtimathule road" and on the

south side of the road. Colonel Sim Folsom died in that

house, too, just about in 1900.- But Or* Henry Folsom

died when I was a boy* * * .

. ALI of the roads through DoaksTille were of sticky

yellow clay- a l l of the top s o i l had washed off of i t .

When I was a boy. the road or s t r ee t leading north from

, the Military or Ultimat&ule 'ro'ad showed signs of having

been pared with cobble stores, and "cobblestone sidewalks,

along. 4om. the Tii l l north toward what was called Tanyard

branch was a big old two-story frane house; I was born$ln

that house and lived there u n t i l 1 was six months old, then

we moved out about three miles east of Aoaksville. Fattier

improved his place.oat there , .but he s t i l l walked t o town

every day to his work* I^don*t fcpaow tfio bu i l t that hous«

ifcere I was born or what i t was called* Tanyard branch

flowed .southeasterly and there were old tanning vat» along

on the east side of i t where there had been an old tanyard*
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I guess the va t s are there ye t ; they, were the l a s t time

I was there*

My fa the r was Jordan Folsom and he was 'the son of

Sylvia, a s lave of Dr. Henry Folsom. She only had two

chi ldren , my fa ther and the l i t t l e boy who died soon a f t e r

eh1* was?brought to the Indian T e r r i t o r y . Sylvia l i ved to

be very old some said she was a hundred years old when she

died in 1900.

Grandmother Sylvia was buried i n Doaksville Cfemetery^

She was a grown woman when sne was brought to the Indian ^

Ter r i to ry but her son, my f a the r , was twenty- three years

old vben the s laves were f reed .

My fa ther learned blacksmithing under h i s M a r s t e r ' s

overseer , and kept a t t h a t work a l l of h i s l i f e , u n t i l he

died about 1906.

mother, P a a e l i a , was a daughter of E l izabe th and . '

Abe Radford. She was born in the slave quarters on the
V

plan ta t ion of Dr. Henry Folsom. i>he and her mother a r e

buried i n Doaksville Cemetery, but Abe Radford was drowned

in Red River and h i s body was never found. That was about

two years before the s laves were f r eed .
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Sim Folsom was just about a full blood Choctaw

Indian, and he had a nice home at the mouth of Kiamichi

^iver. -across the Bed River in Texas, just acrbss frcm

the mouth of Kiamichi, was a place where whiskey was

sold. Because the Indians and negroes couid not buy it

in the Indian Territory, they would go over the river and

get it and get drunk* I mention negroes and Indians only,
* ~\

because there were only, a few white people here then*
,' ' \ •

Well, Sim tfolscm, iibe Radford, and perhaps others had rowed

across the river in a skiff and had gotten drunk and were on

the return journey, Abe was real drunk, his chin on his
• * .

chest, when the skiff struck a snag or something and over-

turned. They were thrown, out. in the water and he was drowned.

Sim i'olsom who was later to become a Colonel in the Oivll War

Army drifted down Red River about fifteen mile's to about

Hooks1 Ferry and lodged in a drift and stayed there about

twelve hours, whooping and yelling occasionally for help,

finally, somebody, heard him. and took a boat out there and pick-

ed him off the drift and just as soon as he got in the boat the
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drift broke lodsft and floated down-streaa. He had long

hair loose and swirling around him* -I t i s 'a wonier

he- did not drown, too* Maybe it was because he was drunk

that he didn't die of\exposure. He lived until about 1900

arid died suddenly, .in theyflight* Elizabeth Radford never

remarried after her husband drowned*

Speaking-of long hair reminds me that lots of old timers

wore' long" ha^r,even some of the wki$e men, Mrs Blake Hooks,

a white man who lived in Texas on a big plantation that he

owned at his ferry on Red River, did. He wore j i i s h a i r

coiled up under his big hat» . '• ,

Oak Hill Academy, a school for negro boys and g i r l s , was

located about nine miles east* of ^oaksville on the tfltimathule:

road* It was partly supported by the Presbyterian Missionary

board but i t i s now knomas Ell iot Hall* I was about eighteen

•years old *&en.I went to school at* Oak Hil l Academy the f irst

'time, Ju'white man- fran Pennsylvania, &• G# Haymaker, was

•Superintendent, and his wife was matron for the boys; '1'hey

were both Missionaries* Mrs. McBride, widow of a former
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Superintendent, was matron for the gir ls and her son, <?,.

Howard, was teaching there. Her youngest daughter, Ruth,

attended school there, the balance of the children were

away at boarding school. The teachers were Miss Priscilia

Haymaker, Miss Xrella fields", Mss Anna *'. hunter and M.S8

Mattie hunter; white people from up North.

The" dormitory for the boys had not been built when 1

started to school there: we stayed in one of the big old

double log buildings which was one of the original ones

of the .academy, the other one being used for a laundry and

store room. ^ torfr, Hartford was the f i rs t Missionary

woman teacher that was ever there. v ,'.

They had a music teacher there and two organs, and

would teach music to anyone who wanted it* If we didn't get

i t , i t was our own fault.

They furnished us with better clotiies than we had ever

had before>for rich people up north sent boxes of fine clothes,

hats, shoes and bed clothing, table linen and dishes.

Bach student was expected to pay $8.00 for the nine

months tena of school. I worked my way through, by working
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there in the summer before I s tar . ted t o schoo l , ^hey paid

me $5*00 per month and my board and c lo thes ihe' f i r s t

summery and a f t e r t h a t they paid $8*00 and my board and

c lo thes , I s en t my mother pa r t of my money and saved the

balance for my t u i t i o n . I went there three s e s s i o n s t and

*- finished -the JJ'ifth grade and q u i t . The e ighth grade was

the l imi t t h e r e , tfhen one f inished tha t they were supposed

to go somewhare els~e t o school .

They kept hogs, c a t t l e and chickens,a"!nd r a i sed corn,

peas ;po ta toes , a garden, and some f r u i t but they never had

milk for the s t uden t s , even when they milked f i f t een and

eighteen cows. They gave us about one good square meal a

week when I was t h e r e . That was on Sunday*, They would

e i the r have stewed beef or chicken and dumplings. On

holidays we had cakes and pies* We had b i s c u i t s once a
*

month, then i t took a f i f t y pound sack of f iour t o make

b i s c u i t s for t h a t bunch. %ey made l o t s of l i g h t bread, and

coru bread. We would she l l ' and take to the water m i l l a t

Clear Creek^four and five bushels of corn each Saturday;

we would take a wagon load almost , and we would eat i t a l l .
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up by the next Saturday* We had corn bread for b r eak -

fas t the most of the t i m e , with sorghum molasses , and

oat meal . We a l s o had corn bread fo r d inne r , and f o r

supper; we would have thdn s l i c e s of l i g h t bread with

j e l l y or p rese rves in between. They would g ive us a

nourishing meal f o r d inne r , but always a l i g h t supper .

OJ how we wished for mush and milk fo r supper , but we

never got i t , only when we went home. They sa id i t was'
"4

cheaper to make light bread thaS biscuits , we had lots

of corn; i t would sel l for 15# to 20gf a bushel, when we

could sel l any at a l i . I have seen cotton seeds sel l f<

5£ per bushel and I have seen fanners strew them over

fields for fe r t i l izer .

They taught the Bible morning* noon and night.

Sunday afternoon we had to' learn a whole chapter by heart

O3»' do without our supper, and we got so we could learn a

chapter and repeat i t like saying the *. B. C fs . , and just

as easy, because we got used to i t . They would le t us go

hunting and fishing sometimes; they were good to us .

I remember there was an old family cemetery right there

at the porch of the girl*8 dormitory; a Le^lore family
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graveyard. I d o n ' t know bow old i t was; th&re were

tombstones there , but I j u s t don ' t remember any of t h e

dates on them but they were o ld then .


