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Hazel B, Greene,
. Journalist,
Bebruary 17, 1938,

-0 Interviey with Mr. Jordan D, Folsom,
109 West Bissell Street, Hugo, Okla.

I was born one mile west of Voaksville, lndian Terri-
tory, in 1877.‘*My'father, Jordan be%om,and;my mother,
Pamelia Redford, were born near Doaksville and are both
'buéied in the negro section of:the Doaksville Cemetery,

My father's mother was naméﬁ Sylvia., OShe was a wung
woman with one child living in aAlabama when she,wiéh a

bunch of slaves, was put upon the auction block and sold

to a slave dealer. Sylvia; with abe Radford and his young
wife, alizabeth, were all sold to the same dealer, who was
bringing'slaves to the Indian Territpryvana selling them to
wealthy Indians, Sylvig's mother was there and was crying
but it did ro good, they were just chattels und were'soldf
regardless of whut any of the relatives said or did. Whether
thyt relative was a husband, wife, mother or child, £§ did not
matter to the dealers,if they didn't happen to want them all
they didn't mind separating families. Sylvia was perm?;}ed.to

keep her little boy, but that was the last she saw of her mother,
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because very few, if any,of the slaves knew héw to write
letters, and they j&st didn't, A few of them might have
known how to write, but they wouldn't have known éigt to do
with a letter after they would write it, even if tLey had

>

been permitted to do so. It siﬁply was ot done by slaves
in those days.f _—\\\\\

The dealers tied the slav;; together gnd drove them
along the road just like cattle. The dealer whp bought
Sylvia, 4be and Elizabeth, rode in what tha'fniggers"callgd
a "Chariot". I guess it was just a fine carriéée. He
had a fine team and it was driven by a negro‘éiave. Hheﬂc
he had white drivers t§ drive the Qlav§53. Ihey ‘rode
alongside the walking slaves with whips,:and flicked any

who lagged along. Sylvia said they wers cruel to them. It

was coid weather and they were just about half clothed, but

they did give them bﬁogan shoes to vear, on the march, after
e Y

it got cold. They didn't feed them well either, until they

were near the end of the journey, then they fed them so they

would pick up and look better and they.could seil them for a

64

better price. It took them a long time to walk that distance,

Being uneducated, they had no way of kmowing Jjust exactly how
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loﬁg, but Sylvia thought it %ook severa{}mggfha.

After they got a long way from home and “the sléve:\{\
dfivers’thought there was no dénger of\any of* them escap=
ing, they untied them and let them just be driven along in
a bunch like cattle, As they came to atrgpms they waded

-

them unless the streams were too deep, but they were used'’
3

to it and didn't mind it, They would take off their shoes
’ RN ’

and wade, then put-them back on. They were used ;6;g91ng
half-clad, too. If the streams were very deep they w:ie
put across on bo;ts if a ferry were there but they hardly
ever found a ferry except on big rivers,.
Soméetimes they would wait for days for a stream to

run down so they could cross it. I don't know whether Sylvia
had a husband or not, but she said that a lot of the time,
their dealers would not let them marry. until they had sodd
them and got them settled. She brought her child along but
it died soon after she was sold to Dr, Henfy Folsom.
‘ He bought the Radfards, too, and they were settled in

the slave quarters on the plantation of Dr. Henry Folsom

Just about & mile from Boaksville. . The east fence of his

6O
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*ﬁs').lax;.tatknn was just across the road from the Doaksville

" Cemetery, and ﬁia'placé extended one milq,weat, and oné;
mile south. The big double-log houss in which his over-
gseer lived was just about a mile wést of Dosksville on
the north side of the plantation and the slave Quarters
were out back of the big house. Dr. Folsom di&n'ﬁ'live
oug,therg‘himself. ﬁo had another :big log house in
anksviile where hé lived, and pra;éiceé medicine and
surgery., He was just about a quéf%eééb}OOd Choctaw, and
well edu@agéd. He was a graduate physician and surgeon.
He neyerfcgﬁrged the children of his Freedman for his
services lag a physician. I have'sqen him infmy father's

\
'

.home many ‘a time to see some of us who were sick. He lived,

As

died and was buried at Doaksville.

~Wﬂere his plantation house waafbecam; the home and ranch
or'Mr3 Wiliie Wflson iong years afigr Dr, Folsom's death. Dr.
Folsom raised lots of things to eat, and some cotton- enough
to spin into thread and make clothes, My gr&ndmother said
that the sla#es picked the cotton, and picked the lint from
the cotton seed. Then they carded 1t spun it into thread and .

f
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wove it into cloth on a }l that was on the plantation.
They had a loom house. M
Dr, Henry Folsom's house is standing today, it is
in the sharp bend of the “;idlmximathule road"'and on the
south side of 'the road. Colonel Sim Folsom died in that
. house, too, just about in 1960.. But Or. Hemry Folsom
died when I was a boy. i &

. 411 of the roads through Doggs}ille were of sticky
yellow qla&- all of the top soi% had ‘washed off of it.
#hen I was a boy. the rbaﬁ or ;¥reet leading north from

. “the Military or Ultimathule tGad shoved signs of having
been paved with cobblestonss and‘ébbblesténe sidewalks
along. Jown the‘ﬁill north toward what wdas called Tanyard
branch was a big old two-story freme house; I was bornign _

that house an& lived‘fheré until 1 was six moﬁths old, then
we moved out about thrze miles east of Doaksville. Father
improved his place‘ouk there, but he still walked to towmn
every day to ﬁis‘work. I-don't know who built that house

" vaere I was sorn or what it waé called. Tanyard branch

flowed -southeasterly and theré were old tann{ng vats along

on the east side of it where there had been an old tanyard.

. .
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I guess the vats aré there yet; they. were the last time

4

~

I was there.
‘My father was Jordan Folsam and he was the son of

Sylvia, 8.. slave of Dr, Henry Folsom. She only had two

children, my father and the little boy who died soon after

ghe wai~brought to the Indian Territory. Sylvia lived to

be very old some said she was a hundred years old when she ~

)
died in 1900,

A

Grandmother Sylvia was buried in Doaksville Cemetery. .

.
4

She was a grown woman when she was brought to the Indian P

T
Territory but her son, my father, was twenty-three years
old when the slaves were freed,

“»

My father learned blacksmithing under nlé Mapster's -
overseexi, and kept at that work all of his life, until he'
died about 1906,

My mother, Pmelia, was a daughter ot £lizabeth and"
A.be Radford. She was born in the slave quartecg" on the
plantation of Dr, Henry F;alsom. She and hey mofner are
buried in Doaksville Cemetery, but abe Radford was drowned
;in Red River and his body was never found. That was about

two years before the slaves were freed. ‘ (
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Sim Folsom was just about a ful;‘ﬁlood Choctaw
_.Indien, and he had a nice home at the mouth of Kiemichi
.Rrver. acrogs the Bed Rivar’in Texas,AJusy across fram

the mouth of Kiénichi, was a place where wniskey'was
sold. Because the Indianﬂ and negroea could ‘not buy it

in the Indian Territory, they would g0 over the river and

~

get it and get~drunk. I mentiop negroes and Indians only,

\

because thz re were only a rew ihite people here thex.

A
<

Woll, Sim Bolsdm, abe Radford, and perhaps others had rowed

across the river in a skiff and had gotten\drunk and were on

N
>
‘.

the return journey, 4be was real drunk, his chin>gn hia o
N

chest, when the skiff Qtruck a Snag or sbmething and over-

turned. They were thrown out~in the water and he was drowned.

Sim Eolsom who was later to become a Colonel in the Civil War

Army driftgd down Red River about fifteen miles to about
Hooks' Ferry and lodéed in a drift and stayéd there about
twelve hours, whooping and yelling ocoasionally for help.

Finally, somabody heard him. and took a boat out there and pick-

ed him off the drift and just as soon &s he gpt in the boat the

¢
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d:‘ri\ft’ bijpke ‘10633 and floated down-stresm. He had ;Long
hai; loose axlrd‘swi:;ling _arquﬁd-hiﬁ. It is a\ woni er
he did not dr;wn, too, Maybe i‘tl was because Le was drunk
that he aidn' die‘o:¢exp3s§re. He lived until aboat 1900
d died arzddenly, 4An the ‘ight. #1izabeth ~R;dford never
remarried after her husband drowned, |
‘ Speaking of long hair reminds me that lots of 0ld timers
wore long hair even some of the white men. Mr. Blake Hooks,
a vhite man who lived in Texas on a big plantation that he
owned at his ferry on Red River, did. He wore bhi_s’hair o
o
coiled up under his big hat.
Oak Hill Academy, a school for negro boys and girls, was
s
;Lécated about ni miles east of Josksville on the Uiti}mthulev
‘rc;ad. It was partly supported" by the Presbyterian kiigsi onary
board but it is now knomas Elliot Hall, I was about eighteen

. ) P
.years old mhexi I went 'to school at\ Oak Hill academy the first

yite man: fran Pennsylvania, Jb. G. Haymaker, was
perintendent, and his wife was matron for the boyss They
were. both Miaaionariei. Mrs, McBride, widow of a former |

¥
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. Superintendent, was matron for the girls and her son, o

‘Howard, was téaching there. Her youngest daighter, Ruth,
attended school there, the balance of the children wers

away .at boarding school. The teachers were Miss Priscilla

>~

Haymakeri Miss Irella 1ieidai,"I\if:izss Anna ¥, hunter and-miss
Mattie bunter; white psople from up North.
The dormitory for the boys had not been built when 1

Iata:ted to school there: we staysd in one of the big old
;‘douhle log buildings which was one of‘the original ones ‘ .
:.of thevécademy, ﬁhe other one being used\fop a lgpndry and

store roa@;‘ 4 hrg, Hartford was th; first miseioﬁary

woman teacher that was ever there,

They had a music teabher there aﬂd two organs, and
would fegch music to anyone who wanted it. If we d;dn't get
it, it was our own fault., |

They furnished us with better clothes than we had ever

~ \\h&ﬁ before,for rich people up north sent boxes of fine clothes,
'§h$é:'shoes and bed‘clofhing, table linen and dishes.

" Each student was expected to pay $8.00 for the nine
months tem of school., I worked my way through, by working

N
N
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there in the summer before I started to school. Ihey paid
me $5.,00 per month and my board and clothes $heé first
summer, and after that they paid $8,00 and my board end
clothes, I sent my mot'her part of my money and saved the
balance for my tuition, 1 we;xt there three sessions, and
> finished .the rifth gradeand auit. The 2ighth grade was
the limit there. vhen one finished that they \;a"re suﬁposed
.to g0 somewhare else to school.
They kept hogs, cattle and-chickens,dnd raised corn,
. beas; potatoes, a garde'n, and some fruit but they never had
‘milk for the atudents, even when they miﬁéd fifteen and
eighteen cows. They gave us about one good square meal a
week when I was tl‘1ere. ‘That was on Sundays. They would
either l:;ave st;wed beef or chicken and dumplings. On L.
holidays we had ca.kés and pies, We had biscuits once a
month, then it took aq fifty pound sack of fdour to make
biscuits for that bunch. They made lots of lizht bread, and
corn bread. We would shell end take to the water mill at
Clear Creek,four end five bushels of corn each Saturday;

we would taks a wagon load almost, and we would eat it all

Fiaad ™ ~alr
o ol
AN e -

el



L

& . ) 7:3

FOLSOM, JORDAN D. INTERVIEW 12967
- ]l]l -

up ;y the next Saturdasy. We had corn b£ead for break-
faa? the most of the time, with sorghum molasses, and N
oat meal. We also had corn bread for dinner, aud for
supper: we would have thdn slices of light bread with
jelly or pfeserves in between, They wouid give us a
nourishiqg meal for dinner, but always a light supper.
0! how w; iished for mush and milk for supper, but we
never got it, only when we went home. They said it wés
cheaper to make light bread tags biscuits. ‘e had lots
of corn;.it would sell for 15¢ €; 20¢ a bushel, when we
éould<:ell%any af‘éli. I have seen cotton seeds sell fi
5¢ per buehel and I have seen farmers strew them over th
_fields for fertilizer.

They taught the Bible morningy noon and night. Eve(
Sunday afterhoon we had to’ learn a whole chapter by heart
er do without our supper, and we got so we cuuld learn a f
chapter and repeat it like safing the 4, B, C's,, and jusf
as .easy, because we got used to it. They wouih l;t us‘go
hunting‘and fishing somé%imes; they were goog—;; ﬁ:.

I remember there was an old femily cemetsry right there

~

* at the porch of the girl's dormitory; a LeFlore femily
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graveyard. 1 don't know how old it was; t?fre were
tombstones there, but I just don't remember any of the

" dates on them but they were old then.



