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story of the î erson interviewed. Refer to Manual for sug^ested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
ithis form. Number of sheets attached -« •



355

HARBISON, JCfiN *!• BfffiKVIflW, X&784,

Johnson fi* Hampton,
Investigator*
January 25, 1938,

Interview with John Iff* Harrison.
Antlers, Oklahoma*

Born 1873

X was born in Lafayette Qounty, Missouri, in 1073 and

was about sixteen years old when we came through the Indian

Territory. My father and Mother decided that they would move

to Texasi so we l e f t Belton, Missouri, and cacio by wagon

through th<* Indian territory <iad on to Texas; we stopped at

Denison, Texas, than went on to Paris, Texas; whore we found

John Gorden, one of our old friends who had coxao fxor: Missouri,

living on a farm* He had conditionally rented a farm, for us

before we got there; he later moved to tne Indian Territory

to Antlers.

We made one crop in Texas, f i fe miles east of Pcria in

the year 1888'# we made a failure* The landlord wanted my

father to stay for another year but Father would not stay,

ht had enough of Texas; he wanted to go back to Missouri but

waa not financially able to stake the tr ip back home, Oma of

our tiisaouri friends. Uncle Bil ly Payna, lived near

Kotona, hauling luabor, »o father w«nt up there to look
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around and when he came back he said that the roads were

awfully bad but thay wanted teams /and that there wag l o t s

of lustoar to haul* Hhey had just(begun to run sawmill* i n

that country and the rai lroad had not been b u i l t over four

or f i v e years ; the Frlaoo fiallroad which ran from P a r i s ,

Texas, to Fort Smith, Arkansas, had just bean completed

when the sawmills case in to the country*

There was l o t s of Yellow Pine timber and it- vsas good

timberi t h i s was the f i r s t cutt ing that was done} X think

Short & Plowing and Aoh & FergusOa were the only big oompanlet

vho had sawmills In there at that time* fa ther decided t o

iisoT* to K.osotaa, and haul luuabar for four or f i v e months and

then more b&ok to Missouri} at one time he vas very prosperous

i n Missouri , he had some very good rea l e s t a t e *

We moved to Koaoma, Indian Terr i tory , i n February, 1889,

and X have been, i n the Choetaw Nation f o r f o r t y n i n o years

the f i r s t of next ssnthe X l i v e d at Kosoioa, f o r t«enty*«evt»n

year* and near there the balance of the time*

We had ijH>;,good t t a u s , mules and aoraes . Our f r i e n d , Jim

ORYI, moved with u s ; he had two mul« teams* My father l e f t h ia

l a Baris , Texas, and Jim C«T# did t o o , they ware to s t s y
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there uatil the vjiata? broka» We had to oasp out and 1 can '

well remeobor 00 had aoir*> aitfu-ly cold weather in February*

Our house was our wagon bod, vdth sheetB and bows; camping

out vaiaH so bad but batching ms awful, Father and Er#

Cave and the ttfc aegroe we brought with us fro*a Paris. There-

wear© ao 4»ther nsgroos at Eosooa, and I am quite sure th t

theft were the only n^roes idio ever lived thare; they lived

iflth us for several years then finally Xeft on their own ae~

cord bQoausd m o'ulxer negroes ware allowed at this village*

While they «ore there they drove a team a l l the time for my

father and Mr* Cava, My father was tho oampboy most a l l the

tima; our lumber hauling developed late years instead of

four or five zaonthd*

Wd had go oft teaaa but our wagons were worn out and we

broke down ao :auch It was a l l «9 could do to make a l iv ing

out of our lumber hauling* About the f i r s t of March

Cava seat for &1* family, he had built a amaii sawsiU

and h« moved hie family to th is shaok end fatter sod X boarded

with htm and h i t family. Prior to thia time I had thought

that m wonan could cook better th*n say uoth«r but ef ter eating

Urt* Cavtl vooklag X told her that she ma the beet cook in
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the world* X te l l you wo had some good eatingj we kept

vonlton all the time but we never hunted', we bought from

the Indians* fle paid 25 <$ tor venisoa name, all ws wanted

at any time and they sold turkeys at a VQTJ low price, in

fact, there was too maoh game for It to be worth much* X

haft seen dear In drorea, fifteen or twenty of them in one

bunch, and turkeys were as thick as blackbirds*

There was a family of bftotelors viio lived at Kosoma of

the name of Horvill, an old man und hla two sons. They

white people and the boys wore hunters; they would k i l l lots

of deer end turkeya and a few bear* and they would bring us

bear moat once in cuddle* One time, X remember, thay oaptured

two oube and kept them until they got unruly, they hod to keep

them chained and finally sold them* Very frequently you would

oae pet fawn» they were ea*y to capture after you killed their

mother and they were very eaay to make a pet of«

About the first ot April sy father sent after his family

and we moved into a small house at a sulphur Spring, about

half a mile north of Komxm* There was good water at this

apping which i s s t i l l there and tm good as i t ever was*
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When Z f i rs t landed at Koaoroa there were no schools,

church nor Sunday Jehool* i.y iiiottiar was an educated lady

and Christian} she belonged to the Shurch or Jarist and

zqy father formerly belonged to the Baptist' -Jhuroh but so&a

few years later become a joeanber of tjfce Church of Christy

Mother was a lady mo always had influence in the advance-

ment of education and Christianity and when rce moved here the

f i rs t «t»p she took was to have Sunday 2Cho;-l» about a month

after i&e came ox hardly so long sUe star t le v. Sunday school

at the Suljkux Spring in front of our house under a big

tree* L fev woiaau end ckiHran cams the f i r s t Sunday; there

s<ere twelve or fifteon xaen s i t t ing o& a cliff of rocks couth*

west of the house about sixty yards* A United States Marshal,

Eert Broau, cstne along and asked these Ken if they trere talcing

in the Sunday Sohool. One of them swore and said, "Wo oottd

down hers* to break i t up, we are going to give than a mar

whoop", but Mha marshal told them they hod better not uieturb

the Sunday Sohool fdr they would be disturbing public worship

i t «oul4 get thai in bad trou^lo, Too nej:t Sunday soo* of

the Sftina bunch e&na to Sunday School and helped with the Dinging
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tt was&H but a Ttry. short time until wo had good Sunday

School.

The next step my mother made Tor advanceioant was for a

day school; she want around and got signers to start a tub*

•orlption school* Sao opened the school in the sunner and

the taught the summer school and the next year, and the follow*

ing year my oldest sister, Sva, taught, the next year my sister,

Minnie, taught and the next year my youngest sister* Saaa, taught*

By that tine the sfchool Insinsss WAS under a pretty apod headway

for after the school got started it seemed that everybody wanted

the sohool to go on. Later they got a regular teacher and ay

aother and sitter did not teach anymore*

My mother is also responsible for first preaching at Kosom&t

she had a Baptist preacher to come from Paris, Texas, and hold

ohuroh twice a month ̂ he came for several Months* Ie had beem

at Kosoae probtsly about a yeas when she got the preaching

started* '

I want to tell you the white people were the ones to

civilise* not the Indians! I have always found the Indians more

oiUssnt than the whites* Bhile we w U l have to
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admit that they iso#t a l l driak and like whisky, that i s about

the only time the Indians would e*er get loud in their talking

and we a l l know who i t responsible for that. I hav* noticed

that tht Indians hardly aye*'got loud with a white man unless

the white nan started i t ; when they «ere drinking their troubles

were among themselves, Texy seldom was a white man etor implicated

in their troubles*

There were thousands and thousands of acres of find grass

almost waist high in the timber andkountains here; I think that

the Indian agent charged the cattleman Sty per head, a Halt for

so asny heed* but the white aan had a way to beat that; he would

get some ladian to hold his cattle as theirs*

There was lots of whisky and dancing at Kososa, x neror

danosd nor would sdngie with $hem on their big drunks but Z

I ms «t oae daae» at Koeoaa when they danced with

their spurs tn snd big six Shooter buckled on* There wae a

water bucket full «f wMsky i t w about s i s tin «sps Is the

buoket.aad everybody who wanted to draft but I don't remember

of **3!n$ any one dew* dranki the dance went oa without any

trouble* They used to get their whisky f you Paris, Te»s» and

fort 3fiitA| hardly erer would an Indian g«fc to those dem«w#*
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In a tery short time hero in the , southeast part of

Indian Territory sawsilll* ware scattered promiscuously cnrsr

the country cutting millions and million of feet of Tallow

Pinetiab«r» At first the Indians realized wry l i t t l e out

of the Umber, they got Sty per thousand feet, taking the

log seal* «t the a i l l s and the mill man heat the Indians

out of thousand and thousands of feet of timber* The saw-

mill operators whey would not turn in a report on al l tinber

out so the Indians vent to the railroad agent and tried to
V

get the number of cars that were shipped out at that station,

s t i l l that wei not satlsfaotory for the agents would not make

a full report* The third and last plan of the Tnrtl aim was to

soale the stumpnge; take their estimate from that and they

proceeded with this scale until the allotment was nade, .still

the sawfl&ll tJdiineas went on. Oh ay» how they <iia

the fine pine timber, e l l the best tiafeer along the railroad
anything

was sat out* I sm sure that I never too?from the Indians,

.thol was a iuaber hauler and hauled on wagons with sales
years

end horses for twenty}/lost tery l i t t l e time* then X quit

hauling lumber I togty to cheek lumber; X eheeked for five
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years straight time. Very little 1 timber hauling wee done

with oxen but aoat mil the logging was doae with oxen for

several years; they made good money hauling logs for the
their teems

greet was good so they did not have to feed/except in the

wintertime* Most ell the men who used to log are dead} I

know of only two who are still living, Billy Gardenert who
Andy Pee

lives at Tuskahoma and / who live a at Stanley*

At one time Bosoms, was one ©f the beet lumber paints

on the Frlseo railroad* I was cheeking lumber there at the

tin© we had OTer two million feet of lubber In the yards at

one time; X was checker for seven or eight different mills*

My father finally took a contract to haul lumber for so

mush and to keep up the roads and was allowed for a while

to sell jfeod and «roa«ri«sj we made good money ten for

groceries and feed were high. ^

I was married to Br* ?• A. Wilson's daughter at Kbsana

December 24, 1906, but I still lived at boas with my father

and we worked to each other*a Interest just the same*

When an Indian died the other Indians did not cry and

grieve like we did, that wae not their way of doing* They
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didn't M«t to be the least bit excited. They almost always

buried their lored ones at home in the back yard or In the

garden, some times in front of the house* Howeror, I do know

of several cemeteries whtre they burled their dead, bat they

did not erect tombstones; instead thay almost always built ft

l i t t l e house over tte grave. The Indians set a time to meet

and ery at the place where the deceased was buried. I dont

remember how long they oried but I was at one cry and stayed

a few minutee and I do know they seemed to be sincere*

X hare also been to their preachings} they preacfe in

their own language, I hare been to their meeting where they

used an interpreter* ~

I dont belie TO that I ever was at an Indian dance,

The Indiana were not much interested in amusements of any kind*

2 hare been to their ball games* They used two wooden sticks

that looked l i t e dippers to catch the ball* There were a good

many who would go after the ball at the same time; It i s a

rough game, almost as. roogh as we play football now*

About 1698. a Federal courthouse was built fOf th i s

country tSat was the f i r s t court that the white people had

in this oountry where they couldv"b# tried instead of going



365
HAHRISCH, JOW W* XKTSHVIEW. 12784

•IX-

to Paris, Texas, o* to Fort SBlth, Arkansas* After state*

hood tht federal Oourt was done away with and now we hard a

good County Court HOUM In the place of the Federal Court

House* _

After statehood» at the f irst election while we were

s t i l l 11 ring at Kosttta, a friend of ray father's had Father*!

nane put on the ticket as a candidate for eoenissloner for

the Second District, A* 0* Bryant «&B candidate far ococds-

•icmer of the Third Distrlot and for the First District a

nan of the nine of Kvans had his name put on the ticket,

WlUlsm SUls was a candidate for Sheriff, A. J. Arnett for

Qounty Attorney, w« D« Parka for County Clerk, Hr* Trigg

for Dietriot Court,Clerk, Baleolm s« Hosssr for District

Judge* U P* Oarenport for County Jtidge and F* L* Anderson

for Tsvaship Asssseor; al l of these candidates were elsoted*

My father «a* ejected for the third ttans as County OonissioB

for his district but he passed away before taking his seat

for the third term and Mr* Tucker was appointed in his place*

At that tins the County Ooflsslssloners got rery l i t t l e

pay, X think that he got |53*00 for the fi?«t year, then In

nil sesond tern I t had been increased to $37*00 per month*
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My father was well liked by the oltlzans of Puefeaataha

Gountyj ht sot only looked aftt* his district but he. looked

after the thole o ©tarty and the interest of the eounty* He

was t*Y©nty«three years old when he passed away but I as

Bora that he wtn be resuabecred by the good altizciia for all

Use to cone and hie asam will be honored by the younger

generation*

There he* been a great advanoenent made since 1889, It

only eeens a short titw baek when m had no antoe, very little

naehiBery9 not eren a phone, you Bight say no roads* It will

sees odd to the younger generation In after years how we got

along and how wt got by, but as for aa« giTe se baok the old

Indian Tsrritory tlaes; I lore Cklahooa but ny atnd still

vanders back to the Indian Territory tlaes*

I h$v« lived here for a long tine and know aost of the

full blood Indians in this county, they are good people* are

all good friends of adne and I n«r*r did hare any trouble

with any of them* They are the best and quietest people that

you oan find and they are honest and dependable at all tlaes.


