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Johnson He Hampton,
Investigator.,
Jenuary 35, 1938,

Interview with John W. Harrison.
Antlers, Cklahomae
Born 1873

I was born in Lafayette County, Xlssouri, in 1873 and
was about aixtesen years old when we came through the Indian
Territorys My father and Mpther decided that they would move
%o Texas, so we left Belton, Missouri , aud cauc by wegon
through the Indian Porri tory aad on Yo Texusy we stopped at
Denison, Texas, them went on to Paris, Texas whore we found
John Gorden, one of our 0ld friends who had como fror: Missouri,
living on a farme He had conditionally rented a farm for us
bafore we got there; he later moved to the Indian Texritury
to antlers,

We made one crop in Toxas, five miles east of Peris in
the year 1888, we made & failure, The Landlord wanted my
father $o stay for another year but Father would not shay,
he had enough of Texas} he wanted to go back to kiissouri dut
wes not financially able to meke the tripy back Lome, Oms of
our Missourf friends, Uncie Billy Payns, lived near
Kosoma, hauling luaber, so Father went up there to look

&
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arcund and when he came back he said that the roads ware
awfnlly bad but thay wanted teauws fand that there v;aa' lots
of hmbox: to haul. They had just[:egun to run sawmilles in
that countyy and the rajlroad had not been built over four
or five years; ths Frigco Railroad vhich yan from Paris,
Texas, to Fort Smith, Arkansas, had just been completed
waen the samnills caue into the country.

Thore was lots of Yellow Pine timber snd i. was good
 timber, thisg was the first cutting that was donej I thn;k
Short & Picking .gmd Ash & Fergusdn were the eanly big companies
who' had gawmills in there at that time. Fatier dscided to
move te Kosoma, and haul lumder for four or five months and
’thcn iwn dagk to Missourij at ong tims he was very prosperous
in mbmrt, he had soms very good real estato.

Wie moved to Kosoma, Indian Territory, in rebrusary, 1889,
en;l I have been in the Choctaw Nation for foriy-nine years
e firat of next month, I llved st EKosoma, for twentyesevsn
years end near there the dalance of the time,

fie had twougood tesms, mules and horsas. Our friend, Jim
Cave, moved with usj he had two mule temma. My father left hia
forily in Paris, Texas, end Jim Cave 414 too; they wers o stay



35%7
HARRISON, JOHN W, ITERVIRH, 12734,
-» 3 -

there until the wintsr broke. Ue had to c=mp out and | e¢an ”
well remember we had asoie ewfu.ly cold weather in Februarye
Qur house was our wegon bed, with gheete and bows; camping
out wasu't so bad but baiching was awful, Father and kr,
Cave and the twoc nag‘roe'we brought with us froa Paris.: There
m no ¢ther nsgroes sl Kosams, and I am quite sure th t
thoss were the only nogroes who ever lived therej they lived
with us*for sevaral years then finally ¥eft on their own ac-
cord bocause mo ollier negroes wore allowed at this village,
Ehile they were there they drove a toam all the time for my
father and Mr. Cava, My father was tho campboy most all the
time; our lumber hauling developed inic years instead of
four or five months.

fis had good te:ma but our éagons were worz out and we
broke down a6 much 1% was all we could do to make a living
‘ ouf of our lumber hauliug. About the first of Merch iMre
Cave gont for His family, he hed built a smmsll sawmiil sheok
and he moved his family %o this shack sud Father and I boarded
with hin and his family. Pricr o this time I hed thought
that 20 woman could cook better then my MHother but efter eating

Mra. Caved cooking I told her that she was the best cook 4n
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the worlds I tell you wo had some good sabing; we kept
vonison all the time bul we never punied, we bought from
the Indians. Ve paid 26 ¢ for venigon hams, all we wanted
at any time and they scld turkeys =t & very low pries, in
faot, there ;aa too much gams for it tc¢ be worth muche I
have seen deer in droves, fifteen or twenty of them in oane
bunck, and turkeys were as thick as blackbirda.

There wag s family of beclelors who lived at Kosoms of

the name of Hervill, 21 old man wnd hia two scuse They wexe

white people and the hoys were hunters; they would kill lots

of deexr end turkeoys and a feow beara and they would bring us
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bear msat once in awkile. Cne time, I remember, thay captured

two oubs and kept them uatil they got unruly, they hod to keep

them chained and finally sold them. Very frequeatly you would

sce pet fawn, they were easy o capture after you killed thelr

‘mothey and they were very essy to maks a pet of,

About the first of April my father sent after his family

and we moved into & snall hoﬁu at a sulphur Spring, about
half a milo north of Kosomss There was good water at this

spping which is still thers and as good as it ever wesm,
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When I firpst landed at hKosoma there were no schools,

church nor Sundsy LchoOle Ly Lobther was an educatgc\l ledy

and Christien; asne belonged to the Church of .hrist and
wy father formerly balonged tc the Baptist _hurch but sowmse
‘few years later became & mamber of the Church of Christ,
L'.'::iher was a lady who alweys hed influence in the advances
ment of education end Christianity and when we moved hers the
first step she took was to have Sunday Schorl; about a month
afteyr Mlie came ox hardly 80 long she startsd o Sunday School
at $he Sulphur Spring in front of our house under a big

trees 4 few women end children came the first Bunday; there
«ore twolve or fifteon men sitting on a Qliff of rocks southe
west of the house glwut sixby yerds, A United States Mershel
Bert Browx, deme along and asked these men if they were tak‘;lng
in the Sunday School.e One of them swore and safﬂ, "Woe oame
down hors to break it up, we ave going o give tham a war
whoop", but uhe marshal told them they hed better not digturd
the Sunday School for they would Ye usmmiq publie worship
it would get them inm bud troudle, Tas nect Bunday sous of
tho'wm bunch came (o Sunday Bchno_ly and helped with the singing
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and it wasn'$ but A very. short time until ve hed good Sunday
Schoole |
The next ste) my mother made for asdvancement was for a
dsy achoolj she went around and got signers to start a sube
seription sohool. She opened the school in the summer and
she taught the summer school and the next year, and the followe
ing year my oldest sistor, Bva, taught, tho next year my sister,
Mmie, taught and the next year my youngest sister, Buma, taught,
By that time the shhool Wsiness was undsr a pretty good headway
for after the school got atarted 1% seemsd that everybody wented
the school to go on. Later they éat a regular teacher and my
mother apd sister did not teach anymore.
Ky mother is zlso responsible for first peaching at Kosomaj
she had a Baptist preacher to come from Paris, Texas, snd hold
church twics a month, he came for several monthge We had besn
at Kosome pgom&y about a yeax when she got the preaching '
sarted, |
I want to tell you the wiite people were the ones %o
civilize, not the Indiansj I have slways fourd the Indians more
. JasiMding citizens than the whites, Muitle we will have to
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aimit that thay most all drink and like whisky, that is adbout
the only time the Indions would ever get loud in their talking
s we 211 know who is responsitles for that, I have noticed
that the Indians hardly ever.got loud with a white man unloss
the white man started it; when they were drinking their troudbles
_were among themselves, very seldem was a whito man evor implicated
in their troubles. |
There were thousands and thousunds of acres of fine graas

amm wist ixigh in,the timber mqmountaim here; I think that

the Indian agent charm the cattleman w~ per heed, a limit for
#0 Bany head, bug the white men had & way to beat that;he would

get somes Indisn to hold his cattle as theirs.

Thers was lots of whisky and dancing at Kosoma, I never
danced por would mingle with ghaw on their big drunks but I
romsmber I wme a4 one glaneo at Kogoma when they danced with
their spurs on and big six shooter buckled on, Thexe wae a
water bucket full of Waisky with sbous six tia sups in the
bubket and svaryboldy who wmanted $o dserk dbut I don't remembder
of Mn@ any ons de¥h drunkj the dence went on without any
tronblo. They md to gst thedir whisky from Paris, Texas, and
from York. Smithj hlsdly ever would an Indian get to those denots,

&
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In a very short ¢ime heye in the southeast paxi of e
Indien Torntory‘aamnh were scattered promiscuously over
the country cutting millions and million of feet of Yellow
Pinctimber. At first the Indians realized very little out
of the timber, they got 28¢ per thougand feet, taking the
log scale at the mills and the mill man beet the Indians
out of thousand and thousands of feet of timber. The sawe
mill operators shey would not turn in a report on all timbder
gut so the Indians went to the railroad sgent and tried to
geét the mumber of cars that were shipped out at that ‘atauon,
still that was not satiafactory for the sgents would not make
a full réport. The third and last plan of the Indians waes to
sosle the stnmgo) take their estimate from that and they
rocesded with this scele until the allotment was made, still
the sawmill dusiness went on, Oh my, how they did slaughier
the fine pine timber, all) the best tulbora I?;gl?fn gtho railrosd
was out cute I sm sure that I never tookfrom the Indians,
~ AhoI was a lumber hauler ad heuled on wagons with miles
yesars

ard horses for twentyy/ lost very litele time, When I quis
hauling lusber I begap to ehesk Jumber; I ehedked for £ive
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Wn straight time, Very little lumber haulirng was done
with oxen dut most all the logaing was done with oxen for
seversl yesrs; they made good money hauling logs for the

their teams
grass was good so they 414 not have to faoﬁm the
winter ime, Most all the men who used to log are dead; I.
know of only two who are still living, Billy Gardsner, who
lives at Tuskahoms and /%%xﬁp_%a at Stenley.

At one %ime Kosoms was one of the best lumber paints
on the Frisoo railroad., I wes oheagking lumber there at the
tixs we had over two million feet of lunber in the yards at
one tinﬁ I was checker for seven or eight different mills,
Yy father finslly took a contrast to haul lumber for so
ruch and to i:oop up the roads and was allowsd for a while
to sell fesd and groosries; we mads good money then for
grogeries =nd feed were high. r

1 was married to ir, T. A, Wilson's daughter at Xosoma
. December 24, 1906, tut I still lived at boms with my father
and we worked to esch other's interest just the sume.

When an Indien died the othey Indians did not ory and

grieve like we d1d4, that was not thoeir way of doing. They
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didn't seem to be the least bit 03406. They almogt always
turied their loved ones at home in the back yard or in the
garden, sometimes in front of the house, However, I do krnow
of several cecmeteries whare they buried their dead, but they
did nut ersct tombastones; instead they almost always dbuilt a
little house over ths graves The Indiens set a time to msed
and ory st the placs where ¢he deceased waz duried., I dont
renanber how long they oried but I was at one cry and atayed
e few minutes and I do know they seemed to be singers,

I have also been to {:hoir preachings; they preack in
their owr lengusges I bave besn to their meeting where thay
used an intsrpreter, -

I dont believe that I ever wes &t an Indlan dance,

The Indiens were not much interested in amusements of any kind..
I have been to their ball games, They used two wooden stioks
tﬁlt looked lile diypers to catch the ball, There were & good
nany who would go after the ball at the same time; it is &
rough geme, almost as rough as we play footdall now,

About 1898, s Federal courthouse was builty fOF this

country that was the first court that the white psople had
in this gountry where they could'de tried instead of gbing
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%0 Paris, Texas, or to Fort Smith, Arxkansas. After state-
hood the Yederal Court was done away with and now we have a
good Gounty Court House {n the place of the Federsl Court

d

After statehood, at ths first elsotion while we were

House.

stil)l living at Kosama, a friend of my father's hed Father's
name put on the tigket as a caniidate for acamissioner for
the Second Distriet, A. O, Bryant =s cendidate for commis-
sioner of the Third District and for the Pirst Distriot a
man of the neme of Evans had his nams put on the ticket,
W{lliem Ellis was a candidate for Sheriff, A. J. Arnestt for
County Attorney, ¥W. De Parks for County Clerk, Mr. Trigg
far Distriot Court.Clerk, Malecolm K. Rosssr for District
Judge. L. P, Davenport for County Judge and ¥, L. Anderson
far Tewnship Assecsor; all of these candidates were elected,
iy father was &{cud for the third term as County Ocmmissiones
far his distriect dut he passed away before taking his seat
for the third term and Mr, Tucker was sppointed in his place.
! At that $ime the County Commissioners got very little
pay, 1 think that he got §33,00 for the first year, then in

his second term {t hed besn incressed to $37.00 per month,






