Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



fe

S

¢

r R
BIARD, CLAUDE C. .

Ve — .
’”

| INvmvIEN  faves

Pl

uids
.



. - - -
p ) ' Porm pm(s~149) T
AT " BIGGRARMY .FORM . - C.
L "0RKS PROGRESS ATMINISTRATION ' "
o X Irdian-Pioneer HiabnxyProjack. for Oklahmma lg768 B .
.. BIARD, CLAUDE C.  INTERVIEW. - .. o i '

" Field Worker's namé thel Be Groene : .

. ‘
This report made on (date) January 84. 1938.

- -

-~

neSh e “’ﬁi’,‘iﬁ“’ N ‘_;gw%a o~ prie S AP .
TR L Tyl A A ."
-~ 1. Rame = Claude §. Biard = T,
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2. Post office Address Hugo, Oklahoma.
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3.  Reuidence address (or location) _ . 5

4, DATE OF "IRTH: ' vonth  June Day 25 Vear 1876

——————

5. ©Place af birth ’ Biardstown, Tezas.
’6. kame of Father T. ¥, Biard - Place of, birthdlabama
Othier information about father , - B
-Atlanta,

7. Nage of 17ther Lillle . thneon Bi“"'dPla\ce of birth Goorgin. -
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An Interview with Mr. Claude C. Biard, Hugo.
By - Hazel B. Orsens -~ Jouraalist.
- 'January 24, 1938.

In 1842, my grandfather Biird started from '
Alsbama in a wagon dbut had to finish his trip to Texas
by boat. They came up Red River by boat land_ settled
at Biardstown abonz ten miloa‘ndrtheaat of Paris.

My mother's rathor’;aa a $r. Johnson and moved
from Goérgia to Texas in the 18303.

When my father was seventeen years old, he was
in the Confederate Army and wintered at Doaksville.

He was serving under Gensrals cfoper and Stand Watie.

. They were jointly in command of both white and Indian

I

|
!

I got the habit of coming over into the Indian

troops.

Territory in boyhood. We had some great times, hunt-
ing and fishing. From the ti%n we would oross Red

River it was like being in afother worid. It was so

N different from Texas. All the stresms were full of

ish and all the trees we s full of squirrels, birdl

H

agé\tnrkoys, and the woodé were full of every kind or "

gams that'was nhtural tglthie country. I never saw a
3 .
/
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bear or a panther but they said there were a few here.
They were mostly no;th of here in the mountains. Thers
were plo;ty of wild cats. We used to run them and

catoh them with the dogé Just for the sport of it. Deer
were so plentiful t#ﬁt I‘have seen a8 many as aixvdoer..
car&asaes hanging in camp at once. It was no unusual
thing to see deer haunches hanging in any of the stores
over the country. The merchants wonld buyﬂihem for a
little tobacco or ammunition for 50 cents and sell
them for §$1.00 each.

Bunches of us used to get together and load a
wagon with a campiag outfit and come over into the In-
dian Territory and hunt and fish for a week or two af
& time, and we really enjoyed it too. A

We seldo:m ever saw an Indien. They are naturally
of auch'ahz amd retiring dispositions that they usually
steered clear of hunting csmps. Somstimes we would éo
over here a couple of weeks end never see a soul except
ovr own party untii ws w&uld be on the ;35 home, or
maydbe we would mset a lone horseman on some trail.
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_ There was so little trevel that evidences of a
I;épn having gone over a certain route would,haxﬁ dip-
appeared defore angéﬁor‘ttgpa cams along, con-oqunnfly,
there could be no anda. It takea travel to meke roads.
Sometimes we would ;roaa Red River at Colden Bluff and N
aoéztinna at Hooks' Ferry. Ho matter where we crossed
we were at "Roads end" when we got on the Territory side,
there were trails from there on and the finest grass I
ever saw. It was froqunntly,tﬁree feet high,

“ About 1898 I moved ov;r to Goodland and lea;cd and

fenced a lot of the prairie land and cut and baled the-

grass for hay and shipped -out hundreds of tons by carloads

>
into Texas. _

From 1894 to 1897 my siater Minnie Biard was Prin-
cipal at Wheelock Aéademy, & school for Indiﬁn orphan_
girls. ’: ’ . .

“ Two double cousins of mine, iisses Ollie snd Mollls
Biard taught at that aicademy too. liollie {s dead, and .
Ollie became the third wife of Williem Ward Wilson, a
-Chostaw Indian who wa;'vury prominent in the iffaira of

his people. Mrs. Wilson and their son, William Ward Wil-

-
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‘son Jr., and Miss Ollie Jane reside in Forman.

%o would coms over sometimes to bring the young -
ladies to Wheelock and sometimes t,o take them home.
Ve nro living at Paris, Texas, then snd it was sasier
to got a hack and drive to Golden Bluff or to Hooks'
Ferry and thence to lhulook than to go by :traim to
Goodland tnd chance gotting a oonnyunco from there to

m.lqok. Of course thers was tho Military Road from

- Goodland dowh by lhnlook which was advantago, but

one could not always get a convoytnhe.

In 1990 I moved to Orant bscause .I could dbuy ‘a
lot and build a home thers, " m business mn.of the
town hired a mnior' and laid out the townsite, the
'ri:rst. to be i.aid out in the county. The pext year the
Govorul‘snt Te-surveyed the toizi'sif;e anﬂ approved ours
but we had tlrudy built our houses. We feI%confident
that we were correst im our survey. -1 am the only one
living of the bunch who had the original townsite sur-’
veyed. Among them were G. T, D??dv‘. Al H;lson, Joe

Rveridge, Columbus Ervin, Bas Goodling and Dr. Ables.
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Dr. Ables was the first dootdr' at Grant and Bas Cooding

was wthp firat po.tt_‘.tm'.'- He was postmaster and reil-
, ’ . “

rosd agent too. The first townahip Board of Trusdses'

“was composed of Al Helsom, Bob Ervin and myself. I wes '

.on the City Council for years. I was postmaster .at
t for twenty ysars then I moved to‘ Bugo. I :t:lli
own the Gramt Drug Store. Craant was a pretty good towm.
There was & bank and a newspaper and a¥erything that it
takes to meke & g;abd 1ittle town. But when Grant lost
to Hugo. in ber battle for the County seat the town of
~ Grsat was ruined. BHugo won. the County seat from Grant
by the "Skim of her teeth". |
A fellow named Oramly‘ pnbluhed the "Grant Graphio;'
“from 1898 to 1905 ind then he moved to MoOurtain county

N and pnbliahod the Garvin Graphic"
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