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Hazel B. Oreene,”

" Journalist,
Jan. 10, 1938,

An Interview With Fannie Hryant,
Fort Towson, Oklshoma.

“w

'w,mnt'her, Minerve Ann Napper res born at Echo, Alasbema,
and Bather wes born et Clopton, Algbame. Fother is buried®
at Dogaks{rille Qemetery, Choctaw Nation,'*‘lndiu_x Territory,
and Father in Alebens.. Father's neme was D. H. Blenkenship.

Féthe'r was agbout geventy yesrs old when Yother died
and he returned to Ala,berza and~x:arried v waman foung enough
to be his da;ghter. Then he died in a few yeers and wes
buried in Alsbems. "I was born in 1862 in Clopton, Alabema. .

My father was horn on & dbig plentstion which belonged .
to his fat.l}er, in Henry County, Alabams, near the town of
Clopton. ‘I;hen‘when,he married my 'mother.. Hinervs .énn‘
N¥apper, from Echo, sbout thirty miles eway, but in the sene
county, he brought her to the plantation of his festher and
they resided in one of the tenant houses sbout thirty yards
from where he was born, and we older children were sll
born and resred chere.“

-

After we were sll grown end marricd the femily decided

L3

to move to Texas, so to Texas we went, and étayed there s
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" Tew years snd dectded tq move t8 th; Indisn Territory.

My father came over here a ye r before we did and made a
erop. Then we moved over here. v lessed plaéé\(£pm an
'Indian‘ana they hauled the lumber about fwenty miies wiih
which to build us & house. It was on the prsirie and no

ey

" logs were nesr, but there was & little aévmill ébout twenty
miles away and my men follks noulgxgei up early end go after -
a loadmpr lumber and,it‘would be away after derk when they :
would return. They just hauled enough for s little i4 x’l4T
foot room and for e side room %e cerped until they fin!shéd
it ond we felt rich when wé moved in"it., That was sbout

three miles southeast of the\pfaaent’town othgrf Towson. ;

As I said it was prairie snd no cleering to be done, .s0 £;;_
men did what they‘éalled "sodding"” the land. They "aopdedf
‘about seventy-rivi or eighty'acres.v te had boys growing u§

611 the time who could work a lot of lend. We raised cotton,
corn, sweet potatoes, peas, cornfield besns, end lots of good
things to est. I remember our cornfield geans sogptimes.grev
'ao long that we gathered them in our erms 1ire we éid ears of

gr#en corn. We hadn't mich merket for anything we raised so

we just tried to use everything oufselveg. Fe raised so'
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mnchﬁkorn on that land that\ﬁe nould fill,gu?‘cribs end
leave the bslance piled in the fields. ve could sit on
our porch snd see runs of d.er snd turke}a iyour fields
esting corn an.d peas. The tur%geys were awfully bad to stesl
l;baa. 1 remember one year they were so bad that we hud only
a few "messes" of greén peas and .hen berely BOVed gead for
the next year. But we would kill the turkeys 80 1 guess we
were sbout as well off es if we had gotten the peas.

We also raised lots of sweet potatoes. I remember in
1908 we sol¢ seven hundrec bushels of sweet pntstoes to the.
Pine Belt Lumber Company st Fort Towson. 'é sot about 40
cents per bushel. “They ﬁever paid me a ccrt in cash. Théy
Just gave ms orders to the cémmissary, and I couid teke it
up in marchanéise.

Awsy beck in 1887 and lgtar, we wore four piles from
Doaksville where the nearest school was. Our children
would leave home between daylight and‘éun-up to wal% that
‘four'miles t0 school, and when the days were ahoft‘it woul d
be "alap" dark when they'd get hame in the evening.

We didn': have mich preaching nor Sundsy School in

winter, but in summer would have neetings often, once a .

!
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@ o¥ g0, However, it was years arter we. came hero

before they orgenized a Sundey Schobl nesr enqugh ror me

to .attend. But when we were going to heve presching on a
sundsy,. ell of the womin would bske pies, cskes and sweet
potatoes, end fry chickena on Seturdsy; then Sunday morn-
ing we woixld:ﬂppt some grass in the bottom of the wagon .,
spread an 61d quiltaover it snd load the kids 11; the ‘wagon
and go to preacbing, ,agd stay sll day end heve dinner ox
the ground. There would be a;eermon in the morning ad
sometimes one gTter dinner Exnless the preaéixer ‘Jfved so far
that he would heve to lesve right after dinner. In that
case we would just have singing. BSut nesarly everybody l;v‘ed
too far away to have presching st night. - _

Another diversion was going risging. A lot of families

SN

would airange to go camp_gng-fishing topether. The women
would cook up piles and cakes, and fix up the.caiuping o1tfit
and they would afl get together.and go down on-a pretty

c¢reek and camp out a night 01; two or three snd the men would
fish. Sometimes, as we drovewthe wagons to the cemping place,
som® of the men would walk through the woods ;;d kill deer

or turkey.or find a bee.tree so thut We could have some

wild holsey to go with our vild meat end fish.
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 Sometimes we would carry along a pot so big that w‘e
would throw squirrel, turl-:e:,:, ,rnd marbe duc or gonse or
deer s8ll in one pot end cook fchem.. We woulc mix .th;;up
that way just ;r.o tiave‘sozf:et:ing difrerent; e

We reelly had fun. After supper, we would sit ex:ound
the camp fire sno $&lk or sing, ~nd h}f sore one could get
hold of & fiddle we would have .music and really enjay fit\:
In sumers we hud picnica, and would heve platfoms bui-lt
upon which t.h’e younger ones dsnced and not sltogether juat

the young ones. 1 have sean s mother, her husbsad and three _

daughters end 8 son in one set, danci'ng an old fashioned

a
ax i g -

square dance. After so® of those dances the boys would
get drunk and rsce théir borses end fire their pistols,
just to make a-lot of noise. Then sometimes sone of them
;toqld get drunk and breek up ‘l;he dence.

Deer hides wa;'e. pretty good. Pe tannad sqme of them -
for shoe strings and harness strings an d sometimes for
moccasins. He vould bury the hices in eshes until the
hetr would elip, then he woul¢ lay.then in & vet with red '

. o8k béhxt‘ which had ‘been sosking in wat‘er, end would keep

them coveregsaith water too.. He kept the ashes wet while

N
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the hides were buried in them. Thet would tan then. He
would have a‘l‘ayer of hides and a' lgyer of red ouk bark end
cover them with water. Then he would lay a hide on @ é;zfooth.
Yboard and use e d:ll knife like a drewin{ knife and sci:ape
the hide, end remove all fat or heir or whetever hé didn'¢
want on there, |

In the m ring of the year »ur ren folks would cut logs
of red osk and begin skinning them snd the children would.

. Carry those s'labs of berk and stack them to dry. The bark
was skinned off the logs while the sap wes in it.

There were other veys of tanning alg.i'ns too, but that was
our way.

I raised turkeys; the tame ones were larger than the
wild ox;ea of the same esge. Once the boys rqund‘ sone wilg
turkey eggs an;l I :Z then \d{h soms tame eggs end t'hey sl

ha@ched off at the seme time. The you‘kg ones soon strayed
off with the 'w{ld tu'rkeyé aﬁd would not come home to roost
with the ones hatched from tems turkeys eggs, but the boys
kept watch on them end' kill'ed £hem. I reised-geese snd.

ducks too end with their feathers andsthe ones I picked
&3,

" from wild ones I mace feather beds for ell of my children.

t
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I reiped enough fowls to have feathars.to mare

§

-.pi;lows qﬁlonty too, butnone of my children wdu;d sleep
on s feather pillow,OBQ.I just séld the feathers tO'haigﬁ-

bors who did not raise any geese or ducks themselves. Some
. . 4

of my feathers brought 50 cents a pound. R
My men folks killed many a wild goose anc-ducc. The

B gdaéd would come to the corn piles in the field in the fall.

E 1P, -~

end wintar?inaa;hen we would kill them. They were fine

eeting too. Quail were plentiful also. .

Iﬁdiané.were novelties to us when we first cave oét
"hers. A sister of mine lived at Dosksville and I'd go fo
aee her, and‘eit on the porch to watch for on Indien wom%n

* to come along riding on her little pony vith s bundle of

~

sneke-root end a child or’ two on the pony with hér, coming

~

-

to the storea to sell the snace-root. The Indian women

- @

.- would aometimss stop..a little way of f from the store, axtch ’

the ponies, lesve the children and doga there and’ carry the
snake-root on to the atore. They would sonetimes heng the .
smallost child.on a limb, tied up in & shawl or blanket,
vith fts head sticking out. Perhaps the baby wes safer
there than on t;o ground. Freguently they would come so far

thet they would camp nesr Dosksville.before returning home.



