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Johnson .H. Hempton

" Investigator

1-3-38 ,
Ty

// p An interview with J.“A- bag '8
‘ - Antlers, Oklahoma,

e

. -
. I was borm ipril 25th, 1877, in olk County,

;riangas «nd 1 was ahout fourteen years old when e moved
intb " the Choctnw I'stion. 1y father and mother moved from
- rkansas to the Choctaw Nation and located on what wes
knovn &s .gach'Greek.near'Smithville in 1891 end where we
rented a férm from an Indisn n%med £llis Cusher;:££is

. |
creek runs through thet pert of the country nd this

|

settlement was known as the .each Creek Community and

there was &n Indian ‘church thecire by that nume; this
|
church #as o Presbyterian Church and they used to have

s

biz camp meetinzs there. |
|

e came in a-ceveped dasbn; we- did not have tut °
! .

‘ very little furniture o.ly M14t we brought with us in the
i

waon tut - fter we rented this ferm then we bou ht. @
little —ore furniture. .e lived in a.double house made
of pine logs. +e had a sprizé that we zot our water
fram;'the‘fafm was on the cre#k and it wes ¢ good land
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with about ror\‘.y acres in cultivation. 'e farmed there for
several years and made lots of corn and raised cattle and
hogs; in fact,.e did well while we were om this famm, we .

paid the lendlord the third :nd fourth part of the cotton,

but we did not raise much cotton for it was tuo far to

take it to have it gin:i.ed, for since there was no gin in

that part of the country, we hud to teke it into 'rkansasg’,

so e did not go to the trouble of raising cotton in that

part of the country but we did raise lots of corm on the

place. oz

This :eachton {g s little community vhere several

Indisns lived mostly eround the chureh house; & man, Kllis

Cusher hnd a8 little stcore there where we traded for small

things but we mosatly went tu Hatfield sxd some times to
LeQueen Arlcax{sas and most of the Indians went there for
their groceries when they could not get it at Cushers;

this man Cusher was in better shape financially than

AN
Y

most of the Indians around his home and he used to tuke

care of them; they vould come t0 his ome and stay there
for several days at a time and some ceme to his hume and

just lived with him; he wss 8 rresbyterian preacher and

I have heard him preach several times but he wonld presch
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in Choctaw s0 that I ::puld rot understand what he was talk~
ing about but I uaed to attepd his church whenever he had a
bic meeting. : .
| This Leach Creek is not very far‘ from the ..rkansas
lipe, it must be abq;lt tventy miles, It used to be called
Nagheba County then but it is pow a part of McCurtain
County snd it 18 right in the mountains and some of the
mountaina the. e are the biggest you ever saw; there used
to be fine grass there when it was open range and no fences
the reabout. The aéttlers all h=d sbout four or five &
~

for their fomms; they'used to raise rle ty of corn t::\)
th;tnselves through the winter 'nd most of them Jhad cattle,
hogs fnd other things they needed om the farms; they-most-
ly lived out of the woods for there was 1o£s of game for
them to kill, t.ey never killed their hogs much, in fact,
they never put up qn} meat for their use for tl/w winter
encept that they would kill & hog ones in a while for
fresh neat. /

:t thet tiue cattle and hogs'w‘eLe not worth any
'thing; there wa;s no market fqr them s0 the settlers just

kept them and let them die with old age; we h 4 mamy cattle
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end hogs but we could not sell them at. any. price.

I uased to a;tend the Indian camp meetings nhqn they
wo 1d cemp and feed all the people who came‘to.attend the
meoting and I havc-atfended their cries;;they would preach
the memorial sermon snd they would sometimes have a cry in
the churcp anaisometlmcgvthey vould have it at tie ;rave'
of the ceceased. They vould build a smell house over the
grave qut of logs and put a cover over it and in sbout givé

i

or six months t ey would have thair cry st the grave a:d

o

every on¢ who wsa there took cart in it; it was a very
solemn sffair to see them cry.
I have lived among the Choctaw tribe of Indiars

ever since I have been in the Netion, and I have traded

" with them =md have attended their meetings anc rave

attended thelr cries and the'ir ball %gmes, tut 1 never

was bothered by them in the least; they have alw ys been
/

my frierds and I have been their friend ever since I have

been here and my experience with them h-g been 25 g od es

-any one could expect of any tribe of people, =and they eare

honest as can be in their dealings with other people ard

anong ihanselves. I am now living in .ntlers.
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