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| An Intérview with W. C. Dodd, .
. Antlers, Oklahoma.

-

fI was borﬁ February 7, 1871, at Plainviilé, Gedfgia,
and_i‘was about twenty-eiéht years old when I came to the,
Indien Territary. I locczted in the Chickassw Nation at
a.liftlé place called ﬁﬁfwood near Ardmore.i My father and
‘ motWer did not cbmeﬁto thig cguntry;the§ lived and-died
bac# in Georgia:at the old gome place. I ceame over by train
'by Ayself end the reaqon of _my coming here was that I ﬁad it
in ;ind to come to the Indian Territory for some time, having
hea%d th* ,it was an ideal place for a young man who wanted
to-hake a living and try out a new'countr{,’ﬁonsequently;I,
left my home énd cdme over aﬂd settled at this ‘place. When .I :
| landéd at this little placé I got a.job working in'a‘drug -
storé wiere I worked for awhile, I then cams to Antlers in the
Choctaw Nation, iﬁ—1904 or '05; at that time there were"a good
‘many sawmills in the country,stéaling and cutting yellow pine’
timber belonging to the Qhoctays and the Government sént some
officers down throush the timber tountry ~and stop.ped all the
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sawmiLlé from c“ting the timbe; " I don't know what it —~

; any way they a&% stopped their mills ‘ )

e but™ I guess they got the matter adjusted

‘»

lowed to run their mills;agatn. It was in.

the

Iz t‘a job 8§ one of the mills stacking lumber out on the

yard,. The miil wo%ld cut the lumber,then I would stack it

for ;hem'and i got 65 é}n%s per thousand }dr stacking this

er on thé yafd. | |

*n lQO?/i Workéd"for a man of the néme of Miller, at his
mii}\fof aw ile; I then quit his miil and went to work for a

:firm known Bs the Walker-Hopkins Lumber Cempany. This firm
had several mills in the country at that time end I worked for
them flor - hile,‘I then went back to.the Chickasaw cougtry,
ra§£;& so%g land and farmed thzt year and after I gathered my
erop I pd’ back t0 Antlers, édt a job at Shorty Creek Mill '
which ?as abopt\twenty milqs.g;rth of Amntlers; tnis mill was
owned byfthquéiker- Hopﬁin35£um6;r Company end éhoréy Creek

- Fas the;name of the creek that this mill ;as on.f Th;y‘then

nransfeéred me to Turkey Cresk this mill was;owne& by the
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same compaﬁy. I worked there for amhile.f then went to
work fo? T{ E. Bourland at what is now known as Finley,
he hed a sdwmill there; that was in 1912, and T am still
workihg at la sawmill)that has been. my oécupation ever since
I came to ﬁndian Territ?ry.

When 1 came to this country from Georgia there were but
very few white people in the coyntry; there were none out in
thF country)fhey were mostly around the sawmill camps, they

hé&xﬁo schdols at these mills and no.churches so the children

erbund the mills did not have the opportunity.to attend church
or zo to sdhool. Yhen I cem: to this country I was a young man

!
and came over on a vrain and rot being married I lived in the

boarding houses at these mills. ‘I finall: got married and
raised several children and théy are all living in this;countfy.i‘
| This country wes a fine country then with lots of good
timber)both pine aﬁd w#h'itesoak, and lots of game and the
people did not ﬁave to work very hﬁrdﬁto make a:living he re then.

The country was open)there were no fences, only small farms not

aver four or five acres,that belonged to the Choctaws who did

s



-

DODD, W. §. . . INTERVIEW ° ‘13546

R . i s

not £arm but very little as they made enough corn on those

i

all farms for their bread and the grass was fine, the
cattle stayed fat all the year aréund and most of the In-
dians had cattle and hogs arownd their small farms snd

were living fine, but today there is not anything to speak

4

of«the timber gone, Zame all'gone and most of the Indianq
are gone. Mamy of them-have died out &hd there aré not

®
meny Indians in the couyntry today. I think that the Chootaws

I

st let the sewmill people steal all of their timber; they

d1d not get much out of it asthe lumber wss shipped out of

the country to other states so the Choctaws were 16ft without
; . : .
‘‘any revenus from their timber as they shpuld have had if they

‘had been treated right by the sawmillera.

.

H
: f My experielice with the Indians hag been gobd; they newer
did bother me°ng give*me any troublgkga fong ags I haze-lived
here ahong them. 1In facf, they ne;er bther an&one else and
they are éll oy fr;ends that I know of and I know a good mény.

of them throughout the county. They are the best people to

s
s

live gmong I ever saw among any tribe of people. I’am now

&

-

living in Antlers, working at ¢ sawmill as usual.
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