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Mr. Harrison"Crazier, ful l blood.

2. Por-t Of-f ico Addr:ess
7

Cloudy^ ' Oklahoma • j_

3. Residence

4.' DATE OF BIRTH: / Month January ',

5. Place of birth

DaV 7

V

6. Name of Father Stephen Frazier

Other information about father

7. Na^e of Mother Louies Frazier '

Othor information abput mother

Place of b i r th Rattan,

Oklahoma

• "* v'Place of ^ i r th Rattan, '

Oklahoma
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H e l d Worker, Johns en H. Hampton,
x December"87, 1937..

Interview with Mr. Harrison TTrazier,
Cloudy, Oklahcoa.

I was born January 7, 1878, at or near what i s now

Rattan, Oklahoma» My father's na^e vrna

and my mother's name was Louisa Frazier. They both lived

and died near Rattan. At. the time I was born there was

no Rattan at PI.1; i t was called Sulphur Spring. I t was

in what wes then called Cedar County. 1fte Choctaws held

their county court a,t this place at that tiros. A large

log house used as a church house wee also used ae the

county court house an4 on' f i r s t Monday of each month the

Choctaw&helihtheir court "there. I t was called Probate

court, but wee just l ike the-county court re have now

in the state.

• At this place there were several Sulphur Springs

where they used to get their water to drink and there

were several IndiJa families living around this court

house; that i s , they lived there and used water out of

4Ms spring. ; .
# ' i > *

t *
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'Pfter.e was no joil there at this place soxv?hen they
/ • • ' " • • . • ' < '

e^reeted an Indian for iiny, violation of law, they woul<f~*-
• " 7 • • 7 • • *'' /
bring him to'Sulphur Spring and put him under bond 'to

'. jacfpear at the District Court, which for this d is t r ic t wag
7 • • • • * '

it Alikchi-, located iiy Naehoba County. I don't remember

' / Just aben the distr ict court convened~but 1 thinK tnat~~Tt

/' was in.thS Summer. / The Indians-jsho were arrested for any

violation of law ^ould go ̂ here to stand t r i a l . If "they"

were convicted' -pey would take their 39 leshes on their

bare back and.cope. home. Under the Choctaw law the penalty

for most crimes was 39 lashes on bere baok. Sotae would run

as high as 50 lashes on bare back", or if aa^Iiidian stole a '

horse he would get 100 lashes on his bare back. If he stole
4?

a horse again^ beTlas shot toj death.' So the

not s te t l many horses under the Choctaw Government. I think
11 * '

0 *

that we bati the best laws 'in the country and i t would be better

if we had tl\e same laws now,in the s ta te .
" • * •

iVe lived on a farm of about 85 acres and had a good many.

cattle, bogs and ponies. -My father was one of those Choc taws
' ' ' /

who had plenty of everything that goes on a fana. Ho woe no'.
rich but had, more than any other Choctaw in the coimunity.
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There was no j a i l there at . th i s placo so «?h»n they

errested ah Indian for any violation of law, they would

bring him to Sulphur Spring and put him under bond to

appear'Ht the Dis t r ic t Court, which for this d i s t r i c t was

at Alikchi, located in ftashoba County. I don' t remembe?

juat when the d i s t r i c t coui*t convened but I think that i t

was in the Summer. J£he Indians who were arrested for any

violation of la* would go there to stand t r i a l . If they

were convicted they would take their 39 lesHes on their .
* ft

bare back and come home.. Under the Choctaw law the penalty

for most crimes was 39 laches on bare bajsk: Some would run

as h^gh as 50 lashes on ba£e back, or i f an Indian s tole a

hprse he would get 100 l$£b.e\3 on his* bare* back. If he s tole

a! horse again, he wa& shot to death.. So the Choc taws did • -
• t " . .

not steel many horses under the Choctaw Government. I think

that we had the best lavs in the country and it would be better

if we had the same laws now inl the state.

^ We lived on a farm of about 85 acres and had a good many ,«

cattle, hogs and ponies. My father was one of those Choctaws ,

who had plenty of everything that goes'on a fassu Bo was no'.
k - .

rich but had more than4 any otheir Choctaw in the coanunity.
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Me did not have many Indians living^in our community,

/
they mostly lived in communities! at that time as they

/
do yet. /' '

•Ky father was not an Educated man but was the leader

of the Choctaws in the/neighborhood. They would come
, • ' / " •

for his advice on anything they wanted to know. I don't

remember whether he ever "held any office under the Chactaw

* /Government or not, but he ..as the leader among them until

his death. J

J ° *

This log court house has been out of existence for

a long time' for after the white people began to come in

there, they tore down the old land mark. This old log

inouse was a bir house, built out of lone straight logs.
X « •

t . •

The people wr.o used it as a church were the .. ethodist

people; they would camp there and feed the Indians who

came to the meetings. They would kill hogs and beef

for the meeting and would,beat their con. and make meal

which they put in a crock and'have corn bread for them.

The corn bread they made was different from the corn '

meal we get now. <Fhey tjeat their corr. into meal ..

then. Several women would get around the mortar and



F&ZIER, H •N. IKTERVM.

- 4 -

12519

•<••«

work together, <,making the u.eal for the big meeting.
/ • . . .

*.y mother had a spinning wheel., She used to spin

cotton and {wool into threads/on the wheel', then she
/

would get Her knitting needles and make socks and

idttens for the children an~d would sell them to other

Indians. JThese^socks and "mittens were very thick and

heavy andJwere warm to wear. She would dye- their, and

make/themjlook nice, '-ftie;' were stripped black, red and

white. I never saw

I have seen ball games but I never did play the game

with otheij Choctaws. They would,have a hard game, and

i *
would fight like everything over the games and the women

!
were just as bad as the men about the game; they would

i f

fight among themselves; and they would bet on the games

just as th men did. The boy,s who played ball would

have noUhiig on them but a breech clout, and the women

. would get

and th«

draw blood

witches and whip them or.. their bare back ,

\
m to go in there and play ball. . xhey wouldI 'when they hit the players wtth the switch.

Our trading point was iaris^ Xexas, and old Doaks-

117
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ville. Doakaville was located just; north of where Fort *

TowsoFis now. There was a store there where v/e traded.

- Then we would trade also at what is known as V/hite Church;

V. M. Locke put a store there. Later we began t£ trade

• "at Antlers, after the railroad was put through and the

town started to build,. '.

Glut there where 1 "lived there were lots of wild game;

deer, turkeys, and fish In the creeks. V/e did not have

to go camping to kill a doe* or turkey; we just had to

nwny f r o m t.hft hnimft find k i l l whnt . wfl wrtri tfifl **

coine home. "We went down to the r iver and killed what

* fish we wanted with our to?/ and" arrow, br we could r,et

down .on the, shoals and get a l l the fish we wanted in a

l i t t l e while with our cow and arrow.
't

***
I was enrolled by the Dawes Commission with the balance

o! the Choctaws but I can't give the dates when that hap-

pened. I then was allotted land, and I have received the

payments with the other Choetuws but I can't t e l l when

those payments, were made; In the, time I was growing up,

there were no white people in the country, and there were

no fences anywhere except 'around sonie small patches put
- '
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iii for com and othe^ things that the Indians farmed.-

There were no big farms for they, did not--need big farms.

All they needed was jusj; enough to ra£se corn for their

bread. The country was all open.; the grass was fine all

over the country; .the stock did not have to:be fed and there

was plenty of wild game for the Indians to live on so they

did not work very much. Host of the Choctaws in my com-

munity had plenty of stock. Nearly all of them had ' .

cattle, hogs .and wild ponies which were not worth any ;

time so they were just let out on the range/.

•Ye had fine yellow

the lumber company began, to cut our pine timber it was

• not long until we had no timber. *The sawmill was at •

1'ort Tpwson, but the sawmill .people"' built a small

way out from the mill to'the timber, and hauled the

.to '.he mill. It was not long until the timber was gone

and then the tram was taken up and moved as was aldo the

\
sawmill".

I am a ful l blood Choctaw Indian. All of mf parents

were full- bloods./ I went to school a t a neighborhood
/ • / '

school but th is school house was done away, with long ago.
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I can read end .write -English p>etty well and spe*ak /
• ' • • ' . ' . ' • ' * * ' /

English pretty well, but I ban speak my own language
/

better than, I caa English. 1 -

' /
, My parents have died and are buried ay the old

' • ' ' • ' • J
. home place., ffe have lived emong our t r ibe a l l of our

• ' -f~ • * /
l ives . I am now living" a t Cloudy, abo^at 30 aiiles from
An t i e r s, Okla hooa. - *

v-


