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Ficld Norkert!s rfjie , Johnson H. Hamplonmy . = . . ..
— ’ ‘ / RS K
This. roport madg on (da,jce)// Dgcember 27, 1937.. . - . L0193 .
;‘, . j ' 'Y »‘L,,. @ s h
<1, Neame Mz, Harrison'Frazier, full blood. '
: . N : . ’
‘37 rost Of«/ico Adregs __Cloudy, * Oklahoma - /] "
' ' Y A . . ) ,
3, Residence addresfg (or locatiom) ———--—._ _k_k_‘_/ .
4, DAE OF BIKTH:/ Month _Jenuery . L _bey 7 voarld” 3y
. : é . /.. ) o - . / '
5, Place of ’pirp ‘ : s : :
s . ) -
6, Name of Fathcr Stephen Frezier - Place of birthRattan,
] ' ‘ ~ Oklahoma

Otler intormation n\bou't father

o) - '

7. Nage of Mother Louisa Frezier® - % | Place of bhirth Rettan,” °
| \ Oklahoma

Cthor information abput mother J
‘ 4 /7

- .

2

/

Notec or complete nerrative by the Tisld worker dualinlg withithe ¥ite aid
story of tihe. .erson interviewed, Rofur to Manual for suzgested subjects -
and questions, Continue on blank shects if necossurvy ond attgeh firmly to
this fyrms Number of shects atéuched - - .,
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Field Yorker, Johnson H, Hampton,
. A December 287, 1937. {

"Ixjxtervi ew with Mr. Harrison B‘razier;y
Cloudy, Oklahoma.

[
" I was born January 7, 1878, 2t or neer what is now

Retten, Oklshoma, My father's name was Stephen Freszier——

and my mother's name was Louisa Frazier. They bdth 1ived

: e}nd died nesr Retten. At the vtime I was born there was O
no Retten et f1l; it was called(Sulphur Spring. It wes

in what wes thet; called Ceder County. The Choctaws held
theif county couri; at this place at thet tims. A lerge

log house used as a church house wse slso used as the N
county court house snd on first Monday of each montﬁ ﬁheﬁ
Choc,tawa:held—fthebi»rﬁcom',t there‘.“It‘was,;ailed i’robate‘ -

\

court, but waé Just like the‘~conh%y—i¢owt ve have now
in the st.ate.. ) o

At this place t:here Wwere several Sulphur Sorings
where they used to get their weter to drink and there
were séveraldlfndi*' families living argum_ia this céurt\
house; that 'is, they livéd there eand used water out of

4his spring. -
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“« There was no jéil‘thefy/;t thie place so'when ‘they

am'o ted an Indian for ény/ violation of law, théy would"";,
&

/ ;
bri g him to- Sulplmr Spring and put him under bond ‘so

Ve
o !

'p \pear et the Diatrict Court, which for this district was

r—

» ?t Allkchi~ -loc&,ted 11/1/ Nashoba County. I don't remember

/ just when the distrift court convened bab I think that 1t

’ 7was in. the Smmner. / The Indian&mho were arrested for any
oom8 Frrene
violation of law /ﬂould g0 \there to stand-trial. If they ——————
. -were convicted’ tﬁe‘y would teke their 39 leshes on their -
* x' ¢ . - . R
\ “ ' v .
bare back a,nd.cognea home. Under the Choctaw law the penalty
for mrst erimes wes 39 lashes on bere back. Some would run
as high s 50 lashes nn bare back, or if sn Iddisn stole a’
_horse he would_get 100 lashes on his bare bagk. If he stole

" ——

a horse again, he™¥as shot to|death. So the Ghoctawg-ﬁid T

4

not stecl man§ horses under the Choctaw Government. I think

that we hail the best laws -in tne country and it would be better
. if we hed the same laws now.in ‘the state. B . ‘

¥e lived on & farm of about B85 acres und had & goo"d many -
.‘\ -

./~ oattle, hogs and ponies. 'My ra;ther was one of those ¢ hoctaws

b

who had plenty of everything that go88 on a fam. Ha waos no’.

rich but hed more than any other Chogtew in the com-mpity.

N -

L)
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'// There wae no jail there at. this plscs so éhgn'they . ' /" ;¢f<

// errested sn Indian for any violation of law, they would

.

} 7
bring him to Sulphur Spring and put him under bond to . ////
eppear gt the ﬁiatrigt Court, ‘which for this district was ’i////
at Alikehi, looated in Nashoba County. I don't remembey  /
just when the district court convened but I think that it

wag in the Summer. }ho Indians who were arrested for any

W’“?"—W .
violation of law would go there to stand trial. If they

\\

were convicted they would take thelr 39 lashes on their . //
bare bvack and coms home. Under the Choctaw law the penalty

“for most erimes wes 39 laﬁhes on bare back. Some would runm

a8 high es 50 1ashes on bape back, or it an Indian stole a

:‘

horse he would get 100 1Q§pes on Hié bare beck. If he stole .

~ -

d horse again, he waé shot %o death. So the ngctawq,did oo

-

not stecl meny horsés under the Ghoctaw vaerpment. <I think

that we bad the best laws in the country and it would be better
;f we hed the same laws now 1n]the stats. '

v We lived on & farm of about 25 acrus and had 8 good nany .

*

cattle, hogs and ponies. My father was one of thosa ’hoctaws
whp hed plenty of everything that goes on a fami. Bb wos no,

k. o [
rich but had more than: any other Ghootaw in the comwunity. .

.

3
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/e did not have many Indians living in our commnity, -

S

they mostly lived iq'commuhitigg/at that time as they
do yet. ' //i : )
My father was not agVQEucated man but was the leader

. of the Choctaws in tﬁﬁ/ﬁeighborhcod. ﬁhey would conme

for his advice on an//thing they wanted to know. I don't ~

.

remember whether e’ever'héld any office under the Choctaw

Government or o0t, but he .as the leader among them until ~ |

_ his death. /// . o ‘

This igg court house has been out of existence for

a 1éﬁg‘%iﬁe”for after the white people began to come in
' there,‘théy tore dovn the old land markx., This old log
hoﬁsé was a bl house, built out of longy straight lggs.
The ﬁéégle woo uéed it as & church wefe the “ethcdist'
people; they would éamp there and feed the Indians who
" came to the.meetings. They woﬁld kill hogs an&‘beef
for the meetigg and would beat their com. and make neal
\which tgéy put in a crock and[have corn breud for tﬁem.
" The corn bread they madg was different from the corn

mesl we get now. They heat their corn into mesl

then., Several women would get around the mortar and
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work togethdr,.meking thé iesl for the big meetibg.
|

4 y potﬁer had a séinkihg wheel.. She used to spin o

4

. 4 . .
cotton amd jwool into threuds-on the wheel, then she

|

would get ner knitting needies and make socks and

nittens ro% the ch;}d?en and would sell them to other
‘ ‘ L ' ; f
Indians. “hese/éocks and rittens were very thick and /

B
heavy and Eére warm to wear. B5he would 916 them and /

<

! . /
Aake/zﬁg;Alook nice. fhe~ were strlpned black, red and /

T T T
I,wﬁitq. I!never saw m§\ESEE§F“make~an5~glg§§lkhﬁ\~\\
S

d I na%e seen b&ll games obut I never did play the gamé\ﬁx“\“* —

with otheq Choctaws. They would have a hard geme, end /

T
would figqt like everything over the gemes and the women

were justias bad as the men about the game; they would 1
flgnt umoﬂg themselves; and'they would b;t SP the games |
Just gs the men did. The boyp who played ball would i
have no¥hi g on them but a bre;ch clout, and the women

-
a
-

. would get switches and %hip them or.their vare back, . ﬁ;;

~

and wll them to éo in there and pleay ball.. :they would
drav blood When they hit the pla&vers with the switch.

Ouxr’ tr%ding point was raris, Texas, and old Dbdaks-

i L

,-'\“
\f\
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ville. Doaksville was located just north of where Fort *
& - : :

waeaﬁ*is now., There was a store there where ve traded.

' Then we would trade elso &t what is known as #hite Church;

+f
V. M. Locke put a store there. Later we begen tL trale
? ) :

gt antlers, after the reilroad wes put thre%gh and the

town started to build. ' .

&

Cut there where I lived there were lots of wild game°

deer, turkeys, and fish in the creeks, Ve did not have

2

-to go camping to kill a dvex or turkey; we just had to

coine home. " We went down to the river and killed ‘what
fish we wanted with our tow and arrow, or we could pet
down on the shoals and get all the fish we wanted in a
iittle while with our;?ow and arrow. ‘ ~

"I wae.eﬁroiled b&mthe Dawes Commission with the balance
o! the Choctaws but I can't give the dates when that hap-
pened. I then vwas allotted land, and I have received the
payments with the other ChoetJWe but I can't tell when
those payments were made: In the time I vas growing up,

there were no white people in the country, and there were

no fences anywhere except around somie emell patches put ~
) - -

. s
¢ - Y

o
- N
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iu;for corn and othef'thipgslthet the lndiaﬁs férmed;

There Were no S;g farms for they. did no?~ﬁeedlbig farms.

All they needed was juaj enough te r?}se corn for their
pbread. The country was all open; ihe'grassxeaé fine all
over ehe country; .the stock did not have to:be fed and there
was plenty of wild geme for the indians to live on 80 the§
did not work very much. dos% of the Choctews in my tom- ‘
munity\had plenty of stock. Kearly ail of them hed

caftle hogs.end wild ponie§ whieh wére not worth any :

thing at that time 8¢ they were just let out on the rang .

.not long until weé had np timber. The sawmill was at -

_way out from the mlll to the timber and hauled the 1 a8

We had fine yellow pine timber ou ~uhere*tut—wh

-~

the lumber company began to cut our pine timber it was

l

Bort Towson, but the sawmill peoy}é built a small tramf

.to 'he mill. It was not long until:the timber wag ggne

and then the trum was taeken up and moved as was alsd the

sawmill, : ~ - , \
\

I am a full blood Choctaw Indian., A}l of parents

were full bloods./ I went to school at a neighbérhood

. /o d
school but tris school house was done away with long eﬁé.
// ) // -
v 3 N Lt . ’/
// R ] .

]
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I can read end write English pretty wsll and spéak )
N 3 ‘/ N s B " ‘ ‘ 1Y
Fnglish pretty well, but I cem spesk my omn la gin ge .
. ‘ . ) ) . '/ ' L ,
‘better than I can English. i 4 .
e , My parents ﬁave died and are buried at/thé"’ old
: . . / .

. Home place. e have lived émong our tribe all of -our
lives. I sm now liv%’&:at Cloudy, abodt 30 miles from

-

intlers, Oklahoma.
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