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Johnsorn H., Hanmpton =
Investigator
December 20, 1937

Interview with
Noel Nehka
Sobol, Oklahoma

/

I was born October 28, 1881115 Cedar County,
Choctaw Nation nesr wh~t is now Corinmne,

My father's neme was Forris Nehka 2nd my mother's
name was Jennle Nehka and they were both raisged in

o
this country near Fort Towson.

My fatheg I have understood, was im ths Civil War;
he joined the Confederate Army and served through the
War; I don't kmow myself but that is what I was told.
\I understand that they had a hard time in the Army,
but my father did not say much about the War wg}le I
was growirg up so I can't say what they did do in the
Army. After the war he came hback home end lived ne r
where I wus raised untii his death,

He msrrisd my mother after the War; she was raised
near the place whsere they both lived and died., I dontt
know much about my mother for she died when T was quite

a small boy. ol .

We had a amall patch of about five acres in cultie

>
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vation where we raised our cora amd other farm pro-
duots, and we had 4 small gnrden where we raised our
vegetables for our table, at that time we did not
need much of a farm; all we needed was enouzh corn

tn make our brsad. We did rot have much flour bdread
at that time for we did not have the money with which
to buy flour amrd just once in a2 while we had‘flmur,
sugar and coffee, )

Our trading point at that time was at Paris,
Texas., Father would go about twice a vear for our
groceries where he would =et flour, susar-and coffee,
¥ost of the time we traded at 0ld Doaksville; that
store was at the o}d fort, it was near whers Fort
Towson is now located.

At that time thers was no railroad but it has
besen built since then énd Fort Towson has been built also,

We Choctaws used to have a hard time in getting
anything to esat, I have heurd of them digging roots

and leaves end other things that thsy ate but I never

saw them doing anything like that since I have been
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big enough to kmow anythirg; that was befaore my time
vhen they uged to do those things.

I know that they used to zo out and nunt up
terranin end roast them and eat them; they are good
to eat wnen they are roasted. Just —ut him in the
fire and roast him, whern he :;ets done pasl the hids
off of him and eat him, |

They used to eat ™nle-cats, They would catch a
pole~-cat and roast him in hot ashes and scrape him
like he was -~ hog, cleen him up right good and take
gll the entrails out of him, put him out om the roof
of the house until the next morning thea bake him
until he gets well cooked then eat him., Tt was fixed -~ -
so that you could not smell him at all; he was good
sating. There are not many Choet ws who would esd
p&gsum though, they did not like him at all; sowe few
did eat them but rot many.

My folks did not have a sfinning whesl, T haY?,(
seen them but I never did see them running &nd T have

seen some pottery that an old woman made.
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This pottery I saw was what this woman had
made some years before then hut she kept it for a
long while. Finaily she broke it, I tkhink, for she
did not keep it very long after I suw it, I have
beer told that they used to make those thimgs but
that we- before my time. They used to make cloth”
but I never saw them making any of them dut I saw
some that had beern made. (It was very thick clcth
and heavy ard they had it colored and dyed with some-
thing, I don}t Know ¢hat {hey uged tut it -vas nesarly
like store hougﬁt cloth after it was dyed.

The only trail I know of is the Milltary Trail
that ran from Fort Towson to Fort Smith; that is that
s what they told me. The tratl is visible yet in
some rlaces, I naver h;ard of any other trails in
this pert of the country except that one,

The country where I lived was an open country,;
no one lived in there but a few Choctaws and there
wers very few houses in the whole country at that

tims. It was what you might call a wild country and

-
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there were no white people in the country at Epgg
tims. There were not mhh§ G%octawé in oé; ;éméﬁn- ‘
ity. The Choctaws used go live }n commuﬁ}tiaé-but-
they were several miles abart at that, so th; coun-
try was wild. - - ‘ -

At tﬂat tlme the country was.full of wild aame,
there were lots of deer, turkeys and lots of fish
in the creeks ao we did not havé to work very much
td(get our meaf.‘ The only trouble we had was gettiag
our S;ead to go with our nmeat. ‘

I ves one of the Chitts Herjo's men. He told us -
that he would get our Govermnment back like it was |
before Statehood if we would stand with him and fighgﬁ
with him, so soms of us did. We did not kmow of Qogrse
go we thought that he would, but he failed. wWe dfa r;-
sist takirg our allotmert and the:GCovernment selected
our land for us, but I guess it is better as it is.

Some of us lost our stock for taxes or account of him,
He would not let us pay tham but we had t!hem to pay or
they took our stock for the taxes, after Statehood;

1
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which was all Qight for we should have known better
for we sore under _the xltate laws then.

~ 1-don*"% k:;ow what became of him. 1 heard t;:at
'hé‘_diiod but where, I don't know. After he died, then
?avarything was over with us. ‘There are a few of theam

still living'in our county who were following him at
. =) .
that t;me. /

1 was snrolled by the Dawes COmmiasicm at Antlers
but I don't know 'han it was. The Covernment selactgd"'
our iand for us. al}fl we refused to take our payments for
awhu‘e but tc; were %old to get our ‘money so i\dm ge%
our payments with tho othors until they atopped them,
since then we have not gottan any money. -

I never saw any war dance nor the ascalp dance. I.
have heard of thex but they had them befors I was born 80
I don't know anything about them. I did hear that they
would sgalp an enemy's head an:i send it down home then they
would get together and have a big dance for him. They would
danse all night then the young men would start to the war.

After the railroad vas'built throuéx our oountry,

szall towns were built, mostly sawmill towns.  Fort
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Towson was just a asavmill town and the sawmill com-
raay finally put up a raiiroad through our country
where I lived for the purpose of hauling the big
pine timbeg'wuich they did. There uaa& to be iote,
of pine timber in the mountains at that time but
when 'they got thréugh the timbar uaa‘gona; Now‘thqy
call 1t the cut-over land. There is no §1mfer there
now where there used to be lots of big pine timber
before they came through with the dimky railrcad. The
sawmill was st Fort Towson and they had a.planer thers
also. ~
L s o

I am a Full Blood Choctaw Indian; never went toa
school in my life and can't speak English nor';eag nor
vrite at all, but I can read end write in gy own largu-
age. | *

All of my folga were Full Blogé Choctaw Indians
and lived among theié tribes all of their lives and
naver‘ware anywheres slse!until they all diodaout there
‘uged to be a good many of us put ;ow I am about the only

. Nearly _

one liviag of my kinfolks:.fiﬁflor the Choctaws are dead
in this countfy;’fzam[g;;li iﬁ%iié nsér where I was borm

and raised.
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