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An Interview With J. L. Atkins,
• Soper, Oklahoma.

When my bro ther and I decided to come to the Indian

T e r r i t o r y , in 1889, h i s wife airi. I came on the t r a i n from

Dardanel le , Arkansas, to Goodland, Indian T e r r i t o r y . He

came through the country, with my pony hi tched to a c a r t

or jumper. I t took him a week o r more to make the t r i p .

My wife and family followed l a t e r , when I had e s t ab l i shea

a home for them to come t o .

My w i f e ' s b ro ther met us a t the t r a i n a t Goodland and

took us to h i s home out on the Green V/alker place c lose to

Kelson, about t h ree mi les nor theas t of Kelson on Sugar Creek.

Ke met us with a wagon and we s t ruck out ac ros s the p r a i r i e ;

there was not much road, mostly t r a i l s but t h e r e were a few

wagon t r a c k s and sometimes we followed them and sometimes we

did no t . no went idostly by d i r e c t i o n and the r e were no fences

to keep us from going j u s t any way we -firited to go.

I have l ived the most of my l i f e around Nelson, Soper

And A t l a s . Sometimes we would move away and s tay for awhile

but we always came back. We had for neighbors such people

as the T . L. Griggs, Judge Thomas Oakes, the Co lbe r t s and

Nelsons, and we l i ked them; they were f ine people . I l i ved
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six years on the Colonel Cole Nelson place. I believe

that J . B Je te r bought i t af ter Colonel Nelson died.

We worked hard, had very l i t t l e money, but we made

a good l iv ing and had good timesT In sunnier we would build

brush arbors and have preaching and sometimes a meeting

•would go on for weeks. In winter we would hunt. I had a

pony and hounds and did the deer-driving for them, but I

never kil led many deer. I would get so excited when I

would see a deer that I would have a buck ague; then I

could hardly get a bead on him, so I seldom ever t r i ed to

ki l l a deer. / /
/
/

My wife /was just as handy with a gun as 1 was. She
/ *

would k i l l hawks, turkey and squirre l , lip farmed, but did

not raise much stock, just a l i t t l e for our own use. I

would work with stock for other people-though. I would pen

wild horses or ca t t l e for them. These pra i r ies were covered

with tyild horses and c a t t l e .
/When a man took a notion,that he wanted to break a pony

to ride or work we would round up the bunch that the pony

ran with and pen them. He would sometimes have to drive tham

/several miles to get them penned but we had i t to do because

that was the only way to catch one of them. The only time

they had ever had a rope on, was when they were branded as
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co l t 8 end some of them were s i x and seven years o ld . -

Sometimes a co l t would escape the branding iron for a year

or two, buy he f i n a l l y got i t .

For a \ long t ime, every r ange - r i de r knew the owners of

5
the herds of wild horses whether they were branded or not,

' The range-rider could also read the range like an open book.

He would kno?< whether a strange bunch of horses or just one

horse and r ider had.,been on the range he was accustomed to

riding. He would read the signs. T,o a practiced,<jjte," a l l

hoof tracks are different .

Another thing I worked at in winter was rail-rnaking,

before wire, fencing was introduced in our country*' My broth-

er and I would go into the r iver bottoms and make the r a i l s _

for one /sent each. One winter we made twenty-five thousand
I

r a i l s for Mr. T. L. Griggs, at lgf each. Then when the r a i l -
i

road was being bui l t from to* Ardmore to Arkansas, 1 peddled

meat to the railroad workers. Later, 1 substituted as mail

carr ier for my brother, sometimes vehen he would be sick or

something. • He was mail-carrier from Soper to Atlas but not

for long. The Atlas Post Office was abolished soon af ter t&e

• railroad came through.

I never played po l i t i cs , ' 1 did not know ho* but if they

wanted a brush arbor bui l t or a school house, I was right
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there ready to wurk. My wife taught one l i t t l e sub- j

script ion school under a brush arbor, one summer, then we

a l l " fe l l t o " and bui l t a school house for the white ch i l -

dren. The Choctaws had plenty of schools for the i r children.

They had a few neighborhood schools but they mostly sent the

boys to Spencer, Academy and Armstrong Academy, and the g i r l s

to New Hope and Tuskahoma.

Things were a l i t t l e inconvenient soraatimes but we did.

not mind. We had to go to Antlers, a distance of fifteen

miles, for a doctor before Dr. W. K. JohnJtergated at Spencer

Academy. Dr. Nash was at Antlers', long years before Dr. John

-eeaae-^tcrlTeTson. «•

I think Nelson was named for Colonel Cole kelson, a

preacher. ' ^

Two miles south of Soper i s Hunter Springs Church, where

full blood Choctaws used to hold big meetings, back t h i r t y -

eight and forty-eight years ago. They would come and.camp

and bring food enough to l a s t for weeks and have a big time.

Jffa used to go to these meetings and enjoy them. About two

months ago, my wife and I found out that they were going to

have Choctaw meeting out there one Sunday. So we jus t walked

out there to attend a Choctaw mooting once more. I t was

nothing like they used to have. There were only about twenty
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people there and none whom we knew. They had mostly come

from "Up about Boswell and brought their preacher with them

and after preach ing,of which we did not understand a word

because they had no interpreter,we went home. They always

had interpreters at these meetings in the early days.

There was no big dinner like they used to have, even a one

day meeting.


