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Field ¥orker's name Grace Xelley

This report made on (date) November 11, 1937

390

1. Name __ KRenoy Grayson Barnett

—

2. Post OfTice Address ______gm_gglaho@
3. _Residence address (or locatisn)) mile south of Bﬁ%%__
. o .

4.  DATS Of D2IRTH:  onth 0 __ . Day ___Year
5. Place o7 birtifislf mile west of Springhill; past f£if
\ o ‘ yoears old.
6, Tame of Father Sosie Grayson Place of bizth Indien
T e

Otker inforiaetion about father

7. YName of sther Miley Asberry  Place of birth Indiam
Territory

Other information ab it mother

; ‘
I'otes or complete narrvative bty tle field norger dealing with the
life ard story o the person intervieved. - Refer to lfanual for
suggested subjects aid questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach Tirmly to this form, Number of sheets
attached . - '

—— -
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BARNETT, NANCY GRAYSON.  INTERVIEW. 12128

Interviewer, . Grace Kealley,
November)\1l, 1937.

Interview with Nancy Grayson Barnett,
Bryent, Oklahoma.

| s
Bora - Half mi,;lg west of Springhill.

Parents Sosie Grayson, Indian Terxitory.
Miley aAsberry, Indiemn Territory.

My. psople cems . from Alabama; undexr Opuithli Yalhola, t;\xt
I do not know anything about the $rip except that g1l th%
Indiens felt seddered by havisig o meke W, | 1
They went to Xanses and lots died while therey Lot
were dug up and brought back to be buried at home.| It is
our belief thet Opuithli Yahble wes reburied/ st Foit Gibson

_ with @ lot of other soldiers.

He had soms Indian money and vwhen they scatterad they

could not' teke it &s it would ba too heavy; there

! i
trunk full or rather it wes in 85 trunk,

Yehola, & prophet.

was Yahola but/ I don't know hi?! first . It %es not

Opuithli nor éillio. His allo'{&ment was/on Cane (reek ab

391
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{
|
The gwitch was called Yahola,

/
/

0
Railroad went
cominge.
a half mile 8 uthqhst‘anq across the river

. I i
don't know wﬁo owned it. |

This oﬁk man is dead gow or he could

treasure waf hidden as he told us, but we

B 309
. 12128

hrough his place after he had foretold its

There was & storaA

‘from it but I

tJ&l where the

didn't pay much

sttention %o it, but it was. buried nesr some creek &nd mot

on his pli;e.

/
/

There are different kinds of Medicine

Madicine Doector.

. 1
will do /ou any good if you don't have fai

- are not

ple thipk it amart to copy the white peoplé and will not

‘learn ﬁge ways of the older Indiens.

g There is the herdb doctor and the one

8 éan‘ into the medicines. Then, there is

fortune teller who doesn't cure disesses.

[ #e both know &nd use the different he
sickness but my mother was ons of the best

¥hen anyone got sick, even in Weleetka, th

¢
i

Zs good ones now as there were, fox

Men but none

th in nim. There

the younger peo- |
|

/
lows through

%ho b

the prophet or

rbs for ordin
around here.

ey would come and

Y

get her but now thet she is dead and none
f

/

of us learned to
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T \\
be good doctors likeﬂhqi, they don't need to come here for \\

jN
ws couldn't) do any good like she did, I wish we could but '\

) 3

\

it must be fome g;ft. S?e could cure up & gunshot wqund'}n A

four days;f \ ’ \
Redroot:» A vine. Go\&P woods where it grows and dig

.up or pull up so as{to get tﬂgéroots. Take off the rough

dirty part end beetnit up apd Qver with cold water and let

: \ |
stand until the weter gets real red. |Throw the roots away,

_blow in the water and say some wof@s, 1t is good for most

everything. To get rid of the poisonl of the body, like

\-

when you ache all over, or hsve fevers or want to eat green
K
corne.

[
I3

Broom weed makes s tea or medicime and, teken for pneu;
monia, colds or cdnaunption,*will cure them every time; or

bathe in it for skin diseases like the itch,

. Horsemint makes a medicine to pqt on the tomsils, from

the inside. o )

Stomp \Pances,

The real Indian neme is a|Stomp Dence but they have

addedL:ome nemes to soue of thel Stom Dances;

.

ey hqve ¢ Stomp Lence th midfle of April; the s~cond,

middle of June and thet

4 .
\
’ \

the mﬁddle of May; the third, ¢



S . Bgg

BARNEIT, GRAYSON. INTERVIEW: .. | 12128

L
/ q// R
- - -

/ -

ready ﬁg eet) and clean the "yard." They sll gather at that

ey

date with hoes anéyclePn about an scre or more of all grass ,
.and weeds and pile them around a pole ;;ggl'thqra is & big /
‘pile four or five feet high. This pile is ellowefl to rot
instead of being burned. Then the (ing ?ella;the when to |
come dback for the Green Corn Danée. ‘1t is usuglﬂy the-nex}
 saturdey or Sunday, sbout the middle of July. ?1}‘ they mebt

Sunday they visit that day. Honday, ?hey'have t%o Ribbon:

Dances by the women. The men do not. es 1l Qayfand'night;
that night they tske medicine, Wednésd‘?g the #leep all

i day and .the women end Qﬁds stend srougd. Thurs(ipy, the&
use to go oﬁt end hunt; now they go Hut but have poor luck
hunting. ¥riday, the women have agot her Ribbon Lance. Sat-
urda&, the men do not eat & bite gll day an§ they‘danee all
night and breek up in the mornipg. a«fter they dance all
-night, they run to the creek espd jump in four times; they

|
e water with their eyes open.

¥

must duek their heeds under
The men must not talk a\wosen., It 18 & five doller

fine to take & drop of whi ey.\ "Sick" womeg just watch




GOy
'39:3

BARNETT, NANCY GRAYSON. INTERVIEN. 12128
‘ o

-5 # ) ;
“ the danceyfrom a distasnce. If any of theJo rules are broken
the medicine is broken for esll who take tle gedicine and
there will be & lot of 51ckness[and death gmong them, 80
they are very careful, / Co ’
| How the Fipe is Made.
The ground has been cleaned, nothing unclesn has been

left on the ground. Some clea# dirt, -about a wash-pan'full,

is piled where the fire is to be made end smoothed down on

top. Two lineg,are made, one [going exactly north and south,

the other g h& east &nd west/ on thg top of the dirt. Some

herbs a ént fin the spaces Yetwcen the lines. Four, two
and & half fog

/ ":
the center off

t logs sre plgged with the ends toughing in

this dirt. Then four roasting ears sre placed

|
|
!
[
|
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They use 8 soft subatance that forms in the cracks of
trees and is’similar to-sponge to catch the spalks from the
flint that 1sfstruck with a kind of file tha§ fits around
the hend, (o @ : i

More fuel 15 added to the fire as it is needed but all
these things I have mentioned are'ccmpletely burned, One
fire is mede when the first dagce is to be held and is kept
burning until the next saturday morning. Then everything
is cleared@aﬁay end 8 new fire is Built in the seme way,

- Stomp-Medicine,

There is a big wash pot of ﬁot medicine of mixed herbs

and a teﬁ;géllon jar of cold medicine mede of red rcot. The

men teke pariners and when one takes medicine, the othér

does, too. First, they drink from the hot pot, then from

the cold jJer end go out to vomit, &8 it ¢leens out the sys-

tem thoroughly.

- John Jacobs of Holdenville belongs to Tuckabatche town

He had @ white friend end they were together almost all the-:

time so this friend wented to go teke medicine but it w88
too strong for him; he had to go home after teking some. He

S
was so weak that he had to'go to bed for a while but when |

"he got well he said he never had felt so good ané was 2%

3
Al
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strong 65 8n oX. He hud. accumulated so much poison was why
it workked him so hard.

An Indian‘'s Hesveh,

»

You know the two belang together « the Indisn end the’
. Stomp Dence, The Bible says there sre jnsttﬁo pleces frr & -
person %o go after deathy There would have to be 8 stomp
!

) . <
ground for we to be happy. You couldn't see'e stomp dance

and not want to dance, too. I love to dance, and do every
tize that anyone else doess I belong to Keligje town but my

wife is Arbecca town end church., The hueb-ﬁd uses medicine

in the wife's town zs protection to her. 1'p Coon end she
is Tiger.

s,

v

Y believe the stomp way is better then the church for
: ' ' |
at church a women is allowed to talk to eny msn she wants to

b

and to be friends to all. 4t & Stomp Dance s women is nct
sllowed to talk to eny men, mot even to her husband, If

something impoftant comes up he must get Heraission defore

"he can go telk to her and them cnly sbout businessi

i

| ' Barnett School. -
3

One mile west and one south of Bryant wes & split-iug ﬂ
" . - E

school furnished or started by Jim Barnett before 1895,

\

taught by Tom Herper. nhite children wera sllowed to wt-

\
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tend as well as Indiéns and half-breed Ipdians and negfoes._

‘ Cemeteriss,
§

.The:e/are lots of graves on the Pumpe ﬁest land 8 mile |
west of Jackson ﬁarnett hope, a mile aouti of Bryent.
/ //w ~ Jemes Barnett Cemetery. ’
Section 6, Towmship 10,~Rangc‘lz, East.
Aaberfy‘Cematery.
On Miley Asberry allotment - Seetion 32, fownship 11,
Range 12: Still .in use.
| Barnett Cemetery.‘
Section 29, Township 11, Renge 1Z, Stili in use.
' No Neme. -
| about & half mile south of the James Barnett farm on
the seme Section 8, Township 10, Range 13, there were £LLy
or si*ty Igdians and one white child buried thers but they
have all been plowed up. B
‘ 4?'18 Sharp, & school teacher, had a tombstone that
has bepn broken down but is still thqpe. The Dawes Commié-f
sion told me that they vould give me some more ground if I

wuld give thet for a grave«yard but- they never did.

© e e e e et e e e o e .
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B&bker Tee Cbmetery
' 0m Section é\ Township 10, Rgnge 12, there\is also a

colored cemetery. Johnson of Bristow had’the ff?st stare

( : . - ' 7
& . . - / \
399

\

' Thgre were lots of folk there about ten

at Bookpg,*
- yeerd ago butt n;ét meny ‘,now.
,_#_.,_1&__Wk‘“ - 0ld Trail. ,
An old traii\from Texas to eminole, vetumka, Veleetks,

to th&\Jim Barnett store, & half mile south of my plece or

house,\Qent weat of our houée end east of Bryent. There

\ \ .
was e cro&iing, ford,. on Bad Cre\k east of the railroad

other slde\of Bryant. This trail continued

on wgst of the\llenryetta é‘ etery, west of Shulter’ggaﬁBn )

bridge on tk

to Okmulges.

W



