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Nov, . 11, 1l9o%7,
An Interview With lavinia Murray
Herkins, Fort Towson, Oklahoma.

I was born in Denton County, Texme, 1872.

My father's nam/u Bill Murray, and mother's name

waa Martha durraey.

I think thet my father &nd mother were both native
Texans. Father died and was buried in Denton County Texas
where I wag born and raised and lived until his death, when
Mother rented our farm and cams over to visit relatives at
0ld Shawneetown, south of the present town of Idabel in
McCurtain County and just stayed on. Mother died here at
my home and was buried in the Swink cematery.

I$ was at old &awneetowx; that I met and married ;mu
H. Harkins, a little while before 1 was ssventeen yesrs old.
He u's a8 three-quarters Chootaw India n.' I am all white.
i1 4o not know what his faiher's name was, but his mother
 was & Garland, I believe. He was raised en orphen by old

Mr. "Diock® Growder who 1ived down below Garvin bus leter
uovod up into the west part of Chootaw ‘counsy,‘ in the Soper

community or what is Chaotaw County now. It was Kiamichi

County then and there was no Soper hither. It was just a
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bald prairie then where Soper is mow. I mean that there
were no houses or fencing on ‘it. There was grass stirrup
deep to & horse,

Oon ‘that prairie all over wh;ro Soper is mow, thers
roamdd & world of cattle and it iés no unusual aight to see
& herd of deer out there grazing espscially Iin the evening,
and prairie chickens were thicker on thet prairie than quail
;m now anywhere in Oklahoma 1 guess.

We moved up there with "Uncle Dick" Crowder, and lived
on one of his places for ssveral years. He settled an im-
proved a lot of land and & number of plasces up thers ,~after
he got into some trouble ti%;h ;some full blood Indians down
in what is now MoCurta in County. He was afraid they wouid
i1l him and indesd I believe they did attempt it perhaps
ioro than once, But he was a g;aod men and & good citizen.
No man had more friends than did Uncle Dick Crowder.

We lived near Soper with Unéle Dick for a few years and
then moved %2 Doaksville and my lmat;and clerked m‘the Wilson
Brothor; ataﬁ. Ioimny.‘ and Willie wilacw someons elss.
owned that store, but I have forgotten who that other partner ,
was, bub I\d.iati‘notly remember my husband and Mrs. Belle

Wilson, Johnny's wife, pﬂ;ﬁ’ting to rout some full blood



A

HARKINS, LAVINIA MURRAY. INTERVIER. 12084, 14

-30

Indians wh%had come in there to "get" Johnny snd Willie,
It had been about twenty years since the "Wilason Warn,
but soms of the younger generation would get "likkered up"~
and remember stories of it, as their parents had told them
and they would strike out to get revenge on the Wilson bhoys.
Many & time did my husbani guerd Johmny to his home, down
south of what 1is ‘now Swink, to keep some Indiana from am-
busking him,

OCne night the Indians had threatened to come -and kill
Johnny)and my husband and John Lick sat up all night anmd
* patrollad the place and guarded him.

Back when 1 eamav to the Indian Territory about 1889,
the Indians over here were pretty bad aboufc killing each
other, especially when they got 4drunk, but they didn't bother
white people much, bHecause thei usually _1\ ust querreled among
themselves. The Wilsons were mixed breeds enl the full blood
Choo”ws undertook to run them out of the country and did.
They attacked the Wilsons at the family home and store at
the water mill on Clear Creek and wounded Johnny in the knese
and ran the family over into Texas, where they remained about

six months before they dared to.come beck.
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At the time that my husbard clerksd in the %Wilson
Brothers store at Doakaville, that store was west and a
little north of the old Fort Towson end we lived about six
miles down Doakaville Creek on the site of the original
Doaksville, which was supposed to have beern tha earliest
settlement of southeastern lndien Territorv. 1t wae sattled
by a couple of brotuners named Doaks who haa vesn sndian
traders among the lndians in Miseissip;1 and who came out
here about ten years ahesd of the general influx cf thre
Chootaws, with their goods and established a treding post E;
this little creek at & military post. This little creek wes
named Doeksvilie Creek and the trading post was called Doaks-
ville. Doskasville Creek runs about a half mile east of ay
present home which is about three milas eant and & half
north from Fort Towson, and flows south into Red River. At
the $ld sive of the Doaksville irading pcst =re the "Witch Holes®,
whioh were the pet superstitions of & lot of Indians. At
night one couid frequently see lights in the witch holes. The
old tiners called it "Fox fire™.

One old Indian told me that he had killed several men and

that ne threw one of them into one of the witch holes because

he knew this men would never be found, as the wells were
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guppossd to be botiomiess, He alaoc told me that the raas;h
that the people moved the towr to the west of the Fort Towson
when it was esteblighed in 1824, was because they believad
that the chalybeate water thers wes whet was ceusing sO many
deaths, This tig chalybeaste spring aushes up at the edge of
the ¢reek. The water is hard &rd lemves & ysllow sediment
upon vessels that 1t 1s sllsvwed tc sterd :n snd tte Incians

decided that that was evidence of PoisOu in the water.

Colonel Sim L. Polagm told me that there was e large
cemetery &t 01d Doarsville but I lived there sbout three
years and never saw a sign of the cemete?y.

Colonel Folsom told me,too, that the military }ost was
on Doaksville Creek for only about one year snd then it was
moved %to the east bank of Gates Creek on & high bluff, agwer-
looking the creek sbout & hundred feet below, But he did

not tell me the nane of the first military pest.



