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B. Qpsene,
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11, 19«7.

An Interview With, Levin ia Murrey
Harking, Fort Tow eon, Oklahoma.

I was born in Denton County, Texas , 1872.

My f a t h e r ' s name « e s B i l l Murray, and mother'a name

waa Martha Murray.

I think t h a t my f a t h e r and mother were both n a t i v e

Texans. Father died and was buried in Denton County Texas

where I was born and ra i sed and l i v e d u n t i l h i s d e a t h , when

Mother rented our farm and cam* o v e r t o v i s i t r e l a t i v e s a t

o ld Shawnaetown, south o f the present town o f Idabel in

MoGurtain County and j u s t stayed o n . Mother died here a t

ay home and was buried i n the Swink cemetery*

I t was a t o l d Saawneatown t h a t X met and married James

H. Harking, a l i t t l e whi le before X was seventeen years o l d .

He was a t h r e e - q u a r t e r s Ghootaw Indian. X am a l l w h i t e .

1 do not know what h i s f a t h e r ' s naras ma, but h i s mother

was a Qarlan&, X b e l i e v e . He was r a i s e d an orphan by o ld ,

Us* "Diok" Crowder who l i v e d down below Oarvin but l a t e r

moved up into the west part o f Chootaw County, i n the aoper

oomnunity or what i s Chaotaw County now. I t was Kiaaiohi

County then and t h e r e was no Soper e i t h e r . I t was Just a
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bald prairie then where Soper 1B now. I mean that there

were no houses or fencing on i t . There was grass stirrup

deep to a horse*

On' that prairie a l l over where Soper i s now, there

roamed a world of c a t t l e and i t *4s no unusual Might to see

a herd of deer out there grazing^especially In the evening^

and prairie chickens were thicker on that ppairie than quail

are now anywhere in Oklahoma 1 guess.

We moved up there with "Uncle Dick" Crowder, and l ived

on one of h i s places for several years. He set t led and im-

proved a lo t of land and a number of placed up there , ' a f t er

he got into some trouble with/some f u l l blood Indians down

in what i s now MoCurtain County. He was afraid they nouid

k i l l him and indeed I bel ieve they did attempt i t perhaps

more than once* But he was a good men and a good c i t i z e n .

Ho man had oore friends than did Uncle Dick Crowder.

We l ived near Soper with Uncle Dick for a few years and

then ooyed $$, Doaksville and vxj husband clerked in the Wilson

Brothers store* Johnny and Wil l ie Wiloon a i someone e l se .

owned that s tore , but 1 have forgotten who that other partner

was, but I d i s t i n c t l y remember my husband and Mrs. Bel le

Wilson, Johnny's wife , putt ing to rout same f u l l blood
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Indiana wh&iad oome In there to "get" Johnny and W i l l i e .

It had teen about twenty years slnoe the "Wilson War",

but some of t h t younger generation would get "likkered up"

and remember s t o r i e s of i t , a s t h e i r parents had to ld them

and they would s t r i k e out to get rerange on the Wilson boys*

Many a time did my husband guard Johnny to b i s home, down

south of what i s iiow Swink, to keep some Indiana from am-

bufching him.

One night the Indiana had threatened t o come and k i l l

Johnny and my husband and John Lick sat up a l l night and

patrol led the place anfi guarded him.

Back when X came to the Indian Terri tory about 1889,

the Indians over here were pre t ty bad about k i l l i n g each

other , e s p e c i a l l y when they got drunk, but they d idn' t bother
\

white people much, because they usual ly just quarreled among

tae&iselYes* The Wilsons were mixed breeds and the f u l l blood

Chop|e,ws undertook to run them out of the country and d i d .

They attacked the Wilsons a t the family hone and store at

the water m i l l on Clear Creek and wounded Johnny in the knee

and ran the family over into Texas, where they remained about

s i x months before they dared t o come back*
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At the time tha t my husband olerked in the Wilson

Brothers s to re a t Poakevi l l e , t h a t s to re was west and a

l i t t l e north of the old Fort Towson and we l ived about s ix

a i l e e down Doaksville Greek on the s i t e of the o r i g i n a l

Doaksvi l le , which was supposed to have been the e a r l i e s t

set t lement of southeas tern Indian T e r r i t o r y . I t was Batt led

by a couple of brotuers named. Doaks who haa ueeti xndian

t r a d e r s among the Indians in Miss i ss ippi and who came out

here about ten years ahead of the general inf lux cf the

Choctaws, with t h e i r goods and es tab l i shed a t r a d i n g post on

this l i t t l e creek at a military post. This l i t t l e creek was

named DoekBVilie Greek and the trading post was called Doaks-

ville- Doaksviiie Creek runs about a half mile east of ay-

present home which is about three miles eant and a half

north from Fort Tow son, and flows south into Rad River. At

th« old site of the Doaksville trading pest are the "Witoh Holes",

whioh were the pet superstitions of a lot of Indians. At

night one could frequently see lights in the *itch holes. The

old tliners oalled i t "Fox fire".

One old Indian told me that he had killed several men and

that he threw one of them into one of the witch holes

he knew this nan would n*ver be found, as the wells were
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aupjjoned to be botiomlese. lie a l so to ld me t h a t the reason

tha t the people moved the town to the west of the Fort TowBon

when i t wes es tab l i shed in 1824, was beoauee they believed

t h a t the chalybeate water t he r s TTES what «&B causing BO many

deaths . This t i g chalybeate spr ing gashes up at the od£e of

the ereeka The K-ater i s hard and leaves a yellow sediment

upon ves se l s that i t is elio.ved t c stand j.n end the Inci&ns

decided t h a t t h a t was evidence of poison in the water .

Colonel Six. !«. Folaou to ld roe t h a t t he re v&& e large

ceaetery a t Old Doarsvi l le but 1 l ived t he re about th ree

years and never saw a sign of the cemetery.

Colonel Kolaom to ld a e ; t o o , tha t the m i l i t a r y post was

on Doaksville Creek for only about one year end then i t was

moved to the eas t bank of Gatee Creek on a high bluff , over-

looking the creek about a hundred fee t below. But he did

not t e l l me the na.ue of the f i r s t m i l i t a ry pes t .


