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MSINTOSH, GEORGE. - INTERVIEW. ‘

Interview with George McIntosh

by (
» L. W. Wilson - Field Worker 319

Historical Indian Research Work.

I am 67 years old and live at 623 Katy Avenue, Muskogee, Oklahoma,
Father:-Tobe McIntosh was born in Alahbama, year 1826. Died 1911.

Ruried in old Creek Agency Cemetery about 4 miles northwest of luskoges,
Oklashana. He was & half-breed Creek.

Motusr:-Tama McIntosh was born in Alabama, year 1833. Died in 1393.
Buried slong side of father at Creek Agency Cemetery. My mother was a

satawby Indien.

[

Grzadmother:-Mother's side, Cloosy Johnson, Catawby Indiam, berzm in

o Dot
~

slebama 1302, Died 1896 omn Ash Creek and buried near the present town

of Boynton, Oklahoma.

e —— e

Grandfather:-Mother's side, Sem Stidem, ~Bormim—Alebame 1799. Died

in 1880, Buried morth of old Cr;ek Agency northwest of Muskogee, Oklahoma.,
©IGRATION
Vy smcestors were of Catawby ard Creek Indian amd Negro descent. Om
the Indian side they moved west with a man nam=d Johm McIntosh from Alabame
to the Indian ’;['erritory and settled near the present town of Coweta, Oklahoma.
on the colored side were slaves of John McInt‘osh and McIntosh moved them
along with him,
They made the trip by steamboat and continued by wagon train from
¥t. Smith, Arkansas. Ft. Smith was as far as the boat came at that time
vhich was ebout the year 1822.
Upon their arrival here they begem to raise scme cattle and farm in
a dmall way, |
I infer from what I have beem told that this country had been designated

&s the new home for the Imdiams before the big removal of all the five tribes

k)

L back east whigh followed ny people ‘soms 15 or 20 years later.

——
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I have been told that they had mo trouble in locating here due t{33@e
white psople back east wanAting to get rid of them. My people thought if
they would come right away they could get the better locatioms. Of course,

x -.Toim lMcIntosh had plenty of momey and suffered no hardships in sterting
life anew other than hard work of himself and the slaves. "hey had tools
of all kinds in which to start their new homes,

LIFE AND CUSTOMS OF THE SLAVES BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR

¥ith plemty of tools, oxen, wagons emd supplies which were brought
with them, hthoy immediately begem to duild iog cabins for the slaves as well
as one for their master Joe,

Back east cabins were built about ¢ to 3 mile from each other on the
plentations but when they built hers, they were all close togethez" as they

might occur
-sensed that an intrusion of wild Imdiams At any time. In this way, they

— e -
T ——— ———— e .
———

could all be together smd fight it out with them. Masv:c‘;; Jaé-?i‘é@mkms,
powder, lsad, bullet moulds amd capes with him from the old country (Alsbama),.
The guns wers old cap and ball muskets. He would not let his slaves keep
them in their cabins but had a place nesr his cabin in which he kept all his
guns. The man in charge of this cabin where the zums and powder was kept
made all of the rifle balls and kept the guns cleaned up amd ready for use,.
About all the gums were ever used for, was to humt-with and I can't recall
them ever telling me of having to use them on accoumt of a raid by the
Indians,

They raised all they ate. made their own cloth with the spinnimg wheel,
reel and looms. Of course, thread was made with the spinnimg wheel with’
vhich to sew their clothing.

Supplies were hauled from Ft. Smith, Arkamsas at first to their ramch

or plantatiom amd sometimes from I't. Gibson, Iadiam Territory, amd later

from Coffeyville, Kemsas.
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Thoy' nipde their own shoes. Would ta?l a cow hide with bark amd gphes.
The shoes were sewed with waxed thread. The thread was made as I have told
you and them several sirunds were twisted together to make it strong emd
then waxed with bee's wax that‘ was saved when bee trpea wers robbed. The
reedles used %o do the sewinwg were hog bristles. The holes were made to
put tﬁe needle through the leather or cow hide vuith an awl. The sole of
the shoes were pegged on with wooden pegs that the slaved would whittle out
of maple or oak. % |

With what bread stuf: they raised, they lived well because there were
plenty of sage hens, grousme, turkeys, deer, etc. Wild fn;;ta and berries were
evary vlace.

Little cotton was raisod, if any at first)with which to make cloth., They
would trade bread stuff for cotton sometimes or buy it at Ft. Smith, Arks=msas.
Finally, Master Joe started to raising his own cotton,.

The cattle was not sold at first and Master Joe started with only a
few head and with the imcrease his herd grew to 300 'or 400 head and fimslly
he gold them to & cattle firm in Kemsas., His other momey came fram hides
erd furs and it was/::l:}: money he kept the ramch running.

At some time between their settling here amd shortly before the Civil
War, my érandfather, Sam Stidgm, came imto possession of a large number of
acres of lamd, what would now be west and morth of the Go'nrnmenf.: ;Hoapital
at Muskogee, Oklahoma and south of Ferm Moumtaim where the old Creek Agemcy
was located. Later, my father, Tobe. McIntosh, came in possession of this
land before the Civil War amd moved/all of his people of blood kin there
and they remeined there umtil the war started.

I never did kmow how they left Master Joe unless there was soms i:ind

of an agreement made with him, possible due to being of blood kim.

I never sould leara mueh of my graadparents on my fagther's side. See
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his name was MoIntosh amd it muat have b:en Master Joe McImtosh that-wes =
his daddy. He didn't know. I guess you kmow how thimgs like that happened
in those deys.
CIVIL WAR

My greadfather Stidem was most 65 years old and never rought on either
side. I guess he was too old to be a soldier. |

1ty father emlisted not to right, but to have charge of government

hauled

teams at 7t. Gibsonm, Oklahoma to have freight and supplies/to the soldiers,
from Kansas and Missouri., He has t0ld me of the southern army one time
captiring about 300 onr a wagon train of supplies coming to ¥Ft. Gibson, Indian
Territory for the soldiers but he was not on that train®8 he worked opposite
shift and was in Kaensas when this happened at what is now Pensacola, Oklahoma,
up near the Neosha <iver in the north vart of the Cherokee Nation. His tr=zin
was 1ntercepted one time by the southern scouts but said the wagon train drove
then back and routed them and they continued on to Ft. wibsomn without more
troruble, but they did kill about 20 of the men on the wagon train and these
men were brought on to the Fort and burisd down at 014 Town (me‘aning the old
tosn par‘t of the present rt, sibson, Oklahoma). This encounter took vlace
in the ¥Fyandotte reservation close to the Kemsas line.

He cont inued to work for the government after peace wzs declared and
hauled freight, many, many loads from the end of the MKAT railroad at Gibson‘
station, which wzs the end of the railroad at that time to the soldiers at
*t. Givson, Indian Territory. |

.

Also from Nevims rerry to the rort, steamboats brought freight by boat

{rom F¥. Smith, Arkansas to Nevins rferry and Nevins serry was across the

Arkesngas H{iver near the present Muskogeé Pump Station.

He also later hauled freight from the Nevins Ferry to old Cresk Agonéy

puld Okmulges, Indiam Territory over the old Arbuckle Road.- Whem ke was
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located on the north bamk of the Arkansas niver wlich would be ;; mile north.
SATTLE AT HONEY SPRINGS

¥y father told me that he was mot in the battle but remained at the
Fort_at Fort ulbson whem the northern army went down to Homey Springs to
whip the rebels. As I remember, he said the northerm army surprised them
one morning in July at daybreak, a clear day it was in the beginnix}g but before
noon it started to rain amd the pewwder of both armies got wet,' but they 3
paettled on in the rain. 8Both sides lost heavily eamd finally.the rebeis Te-
treated across the North Canadian and led the northern army. Lthey were going
east that night toward reinforcements, the northern army kmew about this and
they let them 2o amd that some of the soldiers came back to roxrt Gibasomr and
stayed and others rested and went on back to Kemsas. It was learned after-‘
wvards the rebels d4id not go east but continued south on down into the
Shoctaw country and on to ¥t. Washita,

o itz pxaxaxk Gaxaxk Feiered Behoxi noxtk IL Muxkoper, Tkiakoxe R
RBIXE XARL EXXBWL. He then lived at the old Creek Agengy on the south
side of rern Mountain where he once brought all his kin to live before the
wer. It was while he was living there that I was borm in 1870.

-LIFE AND CUSTOMS OF THE POEPLE AFTER THE CIVIL ¥AR

During the war my mother snd other women ard childrem were taken to
®t, Gktbson, Indian Territory, by the army of the nortb s0 they could protesct
them. ithen the war was over, my peovnle were all reunited at the old Creek
sgency and life and livimg stax;ted anew, with buildiﬁé of cabins, churches,
and schools., This was necessarydue to the fact that all these things were

burned during the war.

Cattle and hog raising was started over, together with farming, raising

: . ]
ulilions-sorn and.wheats Gatfle sed afoek Fsising wes $ke st principal
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thing and they depended on thias fo\x; their money as the markets in the
north were good.

Gams, fish and wild fruits were as bountiful as before the war.

Clothing was homespum and store bought at the trading posts.

¥any made good money in trapping and hunting, selling amd trading
their pelts to fur buyers.

lfemy handicaps were overcome about food, clothing and household
necessities due to the railroads ard steamboats runnimg on a monthl‘y
schedule from :t, Smith and Little Rock, arkamsas.

from

Inventions were helpful fax grinding corn with a mortar, picking
seed from cotton by hand and threshing wheat with » flail, to the hand
griniers, water mills, horse power gins, horse power threshers, atc.

People hegan living good and all sesmed happy once agein.

They were ﬁospitable, and enjoyed their social affairs, church angd
other social events,

They engaged in sports of all kinds. Horse racing seemed to be the
greatest among the white people around =t. Gibson, In@ian Territory.

They had barbecues, picnics, shucking bees, sewing bees and everybody
just seemed to get slomg as well or better than they do now. T[hey had a
heart for each othe;‘ and loved each other better than now, for today it se ms
svery devil is for himself and cares nothirg of his neighbors.

LIFE AND CUSTOMS OF THE CREEK INDIANS

I have lived in the Creek Nation all my life and know little of other

Indiems, but with them I lived amd loved to live.

’I'heir; homes were of log cabins with large fireplaces. They farmed,

reising corn, wheat, cotton and some livestock. They did their cookimg in

the fireplace and on outside opem fires.
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They all loved to hunt and fish and their meals consisted of wild
game, fish, fruit =amd berries and their bread was most always corabread
cooked in one manner or the other., They had asoups of all kinds thetx¥yes
made from corn and bits of diced meats. They dried their msatx by placing
it on the roof. of their cabina and let nature take its course - the sun,
Their cooking utensils were pots, pans, skillets, dutch ovens and
plates and bowls mede of clay. Their cups were usually made of gourds,
spoons of wood and knives of different kinds that were made at the
government blacksmith shops of st;el by the government blacksmith.
Their weapons were bows and arrows, made of Boid de isre and Dogwood.
The bow strings were made of deer sinew, squirrel skins and some timeg strings
of leather from a cow hide. The arrows sometimes had spike ends and other
time gig =2nds. The gigs weré used in shooting fish. The others were used
in hunting geme of all kinds.
‘hey meade their fxmxx face paints from different barks of trees boiled
down with flour or meal added to m;ke a paste., Pokeberries were used to
~geint their cheeks red. Soft rocks were used to pencil marks on their faces.
The Creeks never were feather ﬁeadgeara, it was the w{}/ Indians that @id that.
' .

The Creeks loved bright colored clothes and blankets/and vBry fonrd of beads

,‘/
s

and earrings. ~ -

A full-blood Creek woman always carried h)er baby or her back instead of
in her arms like we ;io today. [hey could take their blankets and wrap it
around them so t_he beby could be comfortably carried.

Some of the Creeks were artistiec. They could make baskets out of elm

and hickory splits, some were made fancy, others for service like a cottom
basket. Some made bowls, vases and little images out of clay smd colored

them,

M. A Oreek Indiam never eared mush for momey. - If he had it amd saw some
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thing he wanted, he did not e¢care for the cost or shop around about it,
He bought it amd peid for it. 'fne white mam knows that better thanm I.
The Indians loved sports; ball games, horseraces and foot races., [hey
were religiously imclined and had their own kind of ceremonies as well as
attending the missions,
They had their stomp dances nearly every year at about green corn time.
The se danc;s were & religious ceremony mors than just a damce. [hey would
cleanse their systems of all foods and to do so cleansed their soul@ and
then partake of food sand make merry, sing and dance for all God had given them here
on earth.
The Creeks'medicines were of barks, herbs and roots. They used snake root,
butterfly root, boneset, sasafrass bark, sarsaparilla roots ard msany hore.
CREEX LAWS
The Creek Nation was divided into distriets with one principal Chief
slected by the Citizens of the tribe. [he Capitol of the Creek Nation was
first at Council Hill or High Spring. That was at the present town of
Coumeil 4111, Oklehoma and then a new Council :iouse was built at Okmulgee
and 1t became the Capitol.
They had their own treasurer and other officers.
. Bach district was policed by light horsemen. I lived in the Muscogee ]
district. Qur court was at _ee. Lee was sometimes called Jedlington and
¥as some S miles north of 1:.he present town of Boymtom, Oklahama on Cane Creek.
I ::::::din the capacity as a light h_orseman. ‘here veres fiya in our

district end then a number who were assistadts we could draft for help when

needed. One of each five was a Captain amd my Captaii;s name was James

;Comnel. I gserved 4 years under Capt. Connel. I arrested many. If we arrested

f;a men for carrying concealed weapons, we would take the weapon and then sell

N\

E&i}‘ bgck to him, that would be his fimne, I arrested a fellow mamed George







