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1 In General Coﬁncil of the Chahtas

A "~ August 5th, 1826
Resolved in pursuance of the suggéstion of the First Article in
the preceeding compact that a National Council house be erected at
some-suitable place in the Nation & fér this purpoée four hundred
and fifty aollars are hereby appropriated to berdraWn from the

General Annuity.
) T pennahumma (his mark)
Principal Chiefs David Folsom
Greenwood Leflore

Choctaw Nation, N. E. District
June 12th, 1827
Proposed and agreed by the Committee in.Council this 12th day of
June A. D. 1827 that $1500.00 out of:ithe annuity be set apart for
the purpose of establishing three public black smith shops in the N. E.
District of the Chahta Nation, laying out $500. for each of: them"

It is agreed that one apprentice be placed in each of the shops
with the express intention of learning the blacksmith trade, as soon as
suitable blacksmiths can be hired to carry on the work in each of the
shops the apprentices so placed to be boarded free of expense.

It is also agreed that a suitable number of wheelwrights tools
be furnished from the two blacksmith shops, when established, as will be
sufficient for the sstablishment of two wheelwrights shops. ‘'And such
tools as cannot be furnished from the two shops shall be procured with
the public money of the District.

Iahokotobi (his mark)’

Hotobi

Pistambi

Israel Folsom
Committee Miashambi

Robert Folsom

Jéeremiah Folsom

Approved. David Folsom, Chief of N, E. Diétrict

Choctaw Nation N. E. District
June 12th 1827

Resolved by the Committee in Council that when any person or persons
shall be charged with stealing a horse, upon conviction of the theft

by one or two witnessess, he or they shall be punished with one hundred



stripes on the bare back from the hands of the Lighthorsemen and if a
cow, steer or bull, he shall receive fifty stripes on the bare back,
and if a hog, thirty stripes. And punishment shall be in proportion
for stealing property of less value, Should the accused person or
persons rise up with weapons in his or their hands, as guns axes and
knives in opposition to the regulating c¢ompany, and should the
regulating company in the discharge of their duty, kill him or them, the
blood of him or them so killed shall Znot be required of any of the
persons belonging to the regulatingicompany. ’

It is further resolved that if any person shall bring in ardent
spirits contrary to the laws of the District, and make threaths and
rise in opposition to the regulating company when on duty, that the said
regulating company be especially authorized to put the laws in full

execution even if the use of weapons should be necessary.

Committee
Approved David Folsom, Chief N. E. District
Choctaw Nation N. E. District
June-12th 1827
Resolved that if any Choctaw woman shall be found of guilty of

infanticide such woman shall suffer punishment with thirty five lashes
on the naked back. If her husband or any of her neighbors should be
accused and proved guilty of being her accomplice in the crime, such
persons shall suffer punishment with thirty five stripes on the naked

back.

Committee
Approved David Folsom Chief N. E. District.

Choctaw Nation N E District
June 12 1827

Resolved that if any person shall lay hands on a woman with an intention
to v1olate her chastlty, he and all such offenders shall suffer the
penalty of thirty-five stripes on the naked back

Commlttee

Approved David Folsom Chief N. E. District

L N



Choctaw Nation N. E. District
August 26 1828

.Whereas much confu51on has sometlmes arlsen in the settlement of estates
in consequence of wh1ch w1dows and orphans have frequently been robbed
" of their just rlghts, It is resolved ' '

1st. Any person dylng 1ntestate or without maklng a w111 his property
shall go to his wife and children, one thlrd to the widow durlng her
life, the blanace equally to her children or if none, to the next
nearest blood relations.

2nd. Any person dying -intestate the husband or tlhe wife shall be
entitled to one third part of the property provided that have lived
together peacefully fourteen months from their marriage, and the
balance of the'property shall go to the nearest blood.relation.

3rd. In general the last will and testament of a person deceased shall
be con51dered sacred and conformed to accordlngly, but should any
person be so unnatural as to leave no provision for the support of

his wife and children the will shall stand good only in part. The wife
and children shall be entitled to one half of the property of the de-
ceased of there be no children, the husband or the wife shall be
‘entitled to one third part of the property. In other respects the
will shall stand good. o |

4th. A will need not be in all cases in wrltlng. A man may, at

the approach of death, declare his w1shes and intentions with regard

to his property before two or more disinterested witnesses and it shall

be considered a valld deed.

Committee

Approved David Folsom, Chief N. E. District
Hoparis

310 D15



Choctaw Nation N. E. District
August 26th 1828

Be it known that the captains and warriors of the N E District of
the Choctaw Nation this day. General Council assembed, it is mutually
agreed upon by them and hereby resolved that all ancient grudges
and enmities shall be laid aside and buried in oblivion, and all lives
that may be held in jeopardy by any former usage or custom of the said

District shall now be considered under the protection of the law.

Committee
Approved David Folsom, Chief N. E. Dist.

Choctaw Nation N E District
August 26th 1828

Considering that many valuable lives have been lost to the District in

consequence of the barbarous practice of punishing the innocent for

the guilty and for inflicting the penalty of death for the mere result

of accident, it is hereby resolved and proclaimed as a firm law that

1st. If.any person or persons deliberatelyrmurders another and flees

from justice, neither his brother nor sister nor any of his relations

shall die or suffer in any manner from his or her sake, for they are

innocent. |

2nd. 1If any person accidentally kills another, he shall»not‘die.

2. If two persons . fight each other and ene of them should in

consequence afterwards kill hlmself his blood shall be upon his own

head, the other shall not dle for him.

4th. If a person be attacked by another with a gun, knife or

dangerous and deadly weapon and in defending himself shall kill the

aggressor, he shall not dle. .

5th. But if a person dellberately murders another no matter how near

of kin he may be whether brother, uncle or nephew the murderer shall

suffer death. _

6th. If two persons wilfully fall upon an innocent man or woman and

kill him or her rhey shall both suffer death.

7th. In every case when the punishment of death is to be inflicted,

the Lighthorse shall be paradd@d and be present at the execution.
Committee

Approved David Folsom Chief N. E. District




the age, height, color and marks as plain as possible, and should the
proper owner not reclaim his horse or horses in two months after
posting such horse or horses they shall be sold at public sale, on six
months credit, and the purchaser kéeping such horse or horses six
months, should the proper owner not reclaim his horse or horses in that
£ time, such horse or horses shall be the rightful property of the
purchaser, and the money arising from the sales shall be paid into the
District Treasury. The Ranger shall be entitled to one dollar for
every horse so posted. And it shall further be the duty of the ranger
to endeavour to place in good hands -all work horses on account of
their labor, or otherwise, one dollar per week shall be allowed for
keeping a horse on forage.

Committee, etc..

Choctaw Nation N E DlStrlCt
August 28, 1828

Resolved by the District Committee & Council that a fence of five feet
hlgh shall be considered lawful, and -if a horse, mare, mule, ‘ass Oor cow
of any person or persons whatsoever break into the field of a person
having .a lawful fence the owner of such property shall be responsible
for the damages done. ' '

And be it further resolved that a fence of four inch crack between each
rail for two and a half to three feet up from the ground shall be
considered a lawful fence, and if the hogs of any person or' persons
whatsoever break into the field of a person having such a fence, the
owner or owners of such property shall be responsible for all damages
sustained and the Captains of the District shall have.cognizance of
every such case. ' :
Committee, etc.

Choctaw Nation N E District
August 28th, 1828.

Resolved that if any resident of the Choctaw Nation shall commit any
trespass on the property of an inhabitant or non resident upon proof
of the same being satisfactory, the property of the offender shall be
llable to make .good all damages that may be adjudged by the Captain
Council, but in all cases an appeal may be. made to the Chief and Council.
And also, if any person shall commit a crime that may requ;;e/ corporal
punishment, it shall be regulated by the same authority.

3 Committee, etc.
8 more resolutions.

Copy»Laws ofAthe Choctaws - Passed prior 1830.

> -




Choctaw Nation N E District
August 26th 1828

" Resolved by the Committee and Council that any white man, who shall
hereafter want to-take a Choctaw woman for a wife, be requested to be
legally married by a minister of the Gospel or other authorized person
after procuring a license from the Chief of said District before he
shall be entitled to and admitted to the. privilege of citizenship.

And in order to avoid imposition on the part of any white man

Resolved that if any white man shall marry. a Choctaw woman, the property
of the woman married shall not be subject to the disposal of the
husband contrary to her consent. And any ywhite man, so married, and
parting from his wife without just. provocation, shall forfeit and pay
to his wife such sum or sums as may be adjudged to her by the District
Committee and Council for said breach of marriage, and be deprived of
citizenship. : ' '

It is also further resolved that when a white man has a Choctaw wife
and she dies, the propertdy belonging to her shall not be taken out of
the nation or disposed of at his discretion, and it is also further
resolved, that it shall not be lawful for any white man to have more
than one wife. -And it is also recommended that all others should
have but one wife hereafter.

PR OF CusmmL: Committee

Approved David Folsom Chief N.E. District

Hopans

Choctaw Nation N. E. District
August 27th 1828

Be it.resolved thaﬁnif ény pefson Euﬁs.bff;«bites off;or fakes'off
in any way whatever the ear of a person, he or she so offending shall
pay a fine of ten dollars; if not, receive on the bare back ten stripes.

And be it further resolved that if any one puts out or destroys the eye
of another intentionally, he or she shall pay a fine of thirty dollars,
or receive upon the bare back thirty five stripes. And if the mouth
or nose be injured, in a manterial manner, thirty five dollars or
thirty five stripes on the bare back shall be the punishment for the
crime. ~
Committee, etc.

Choctaw Nation NE District

August 28, 1828

Resolved by the District Committee and Council that a Ranger be
appointed in this District, whose duty it shall be to receive, post

and advertize all horses there may be found in this District,-giving
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Chahta Nation N E District
August 28th 1828

Resolved by the District Committee and Council that a ranger
be appoihted in the District, whose duty it shall be to receive,
post and advertise all stray horses that mayvbe found in this
.District, giving ., height, colour and marks as plain as
possible, and the proper owner not reclaim his horse, or
horses in two months éfter posting such horse or horses, they shall
be sold at publick sale on six months credit; and the purchﬁser
keeping such horse or horses six months, should the proper owner
not reclaiﬁ his horse or horses in that.time, such horse or horses
shall be the rightful property of the purchaser. And the moneyM arising
from the sales shall be paid into the District Treasury. The ranger
shall be entitled to one dollar for every horse so posted. And it shall
further be the duty of the ranger to endeavour to place in good hands
all work horses for keeping on account of their labours, or otherwise,

"one dollar per week shall allowed for keeping a horse on forage.

Signed
Tahokatobi x his mark
X
Miashambi x his mark
Committee Pistambi x his mark

x his mark

Kexexmay Jeremiah Folsom
P. P. Pitchlynn
Benjamin James
Robert Folsom

Approved David Folsmm Chief N. E. District
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Treec ty Ground Dencing Rabbit Creek
Sept. 18 1830

To the Chiefs
Ceptains & Werrliors of the Choctew Nation

Friends &nd Brothers”

we kearn thet differences end distmrbances preve’'l amongst vou. These
should not be, the tendency of them if not corrected, mnust be tc merr

your hepplness, and eventually to destroy you. All jeslousies &nd strife
enongst you ought to cease., Your rule of Governnent estsblishes, that
those quletly shell rule the affeirs of the - s Wwho are the cholce
of & najority »f the people. That is our rule, and that we recommend %o
you., No one has & right to govern his fellow nen by force. If anvy etterpt
thus to act, he proves hinself an enemy to liberfy end to ~rinciple.

While 1t affords us grect nlessure tn neet vou, 1t is with de;p regret

Brothers, we offer thls as matter of edvice nerely. for we cole not
to interfere, in your heme affalrs; buf ratheér.fe persuade you &o be at
peeace one with enother, and to live ¢e¢ Brothers should, thet vour nation
rey be treanquil and your people hepvy. Act differently, and you cannot
fail soon to be rendered rilaere ble, and to become degreded. Every man
should be left free to deternine, who shell he his ruler. Attemnt not
by ecte of violence &nd forece to influcence his opinions and his chole
but kx leeve hir to his judgenent and to his freedom of actlon. Re9son
end persu&sion are rightful resorgs %o induoe rnen to think and ect, but
conpulsion never, Rulers whom a mejority of the veople prefer and cioose
cught to govern, to the extent the laws suthorise hut no further. DBe this
principle regerded end pesce end quiet and gond order cennot feil to be
the consequence, to any neople, who are not absolutely depreved end viclous.

Brothers, vou heve missionsaris emongst you plous &nd guelifled ren,
we hope &rd believe. Fsll not to attend on, end regnrd their adnonitions,
while they seek to lnstruct the ninds of vour chlldren, and point vou to
the paths of rorality, dutv ard religion. But the ronent they atterpt
en interference with vour general, governnent, relstions, reject thehbr
council, These are subjects with whiech they heve no right to meddle, end
indeed should not interfere, mhev ere natters which belong to the
governent, the chlefs, snd the veople, not to the ﬁlssion‘rips who are vleced
arong you for higher end nobler vurmvoses—=for Christiasn not pollticsl ends,
It 1s the peculier dutyv of the chlefs for they are resnonsihle to thelir
people carefully to wetch over the effeirs of t:e netion, not those who
heve tk®xXXE no responsibility no interes®t whe tever. Thro error of theilr
edvice, theyv mey bacik vou on to a stete of political wretchedness, of which tho
they might heresfter repent, 1t may never be in thelr power to repalr.

Brothers, we have corlie & considerahle digtence to neet vou, under the
directlon of your greet Father, We hsve invited vou to neet and shake hends
with him in y thet ee a friend ard Father, he might sveek wlith
you. He wss inforned ¢t Weshington City thet yvou wiched 1t. Arriving €t
horie he sent Mey ? Donby to you wlth news of his wishes, and his desire to
converce with you on netters of deep and lr sting infere 3t to vour netion,

but vou refused to colke and returned for esnswer t¢t yvou could not. Well
niight your grect Father then have szid “I w1&& no more try to vpreserve vou
but leeve to live as vou cen under the Laws of the States", When thus he

wee ebout to determine, %o leeve you, and no rore nersusde you tn & course
of hepplness a nessenger resched hin bearing from two, of, the threes districts
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Here you cennot be so. It is to indulge such dreamns of your fancy
dreans which ere entlrely decertion, and from which nothing of pleessing
reality can ever come. Every day observetion shows, that wretchedness
and distress will be yours, to remein where yvou ere., The kind and
friendly feeling of vour greet father will be insufficlent to precserve
you from these lnevitable results,

Brothers, s Portion of vour netion sensible of these things,
and anxious by renoving to get rid of them, sent & treety durlng last
winter to thelr great Father; but it wes such a one as he could not
agree to. He lsld 1t however before his grest council, the Senste, for
their consideration, end theyv too refused to retifv 1t. It zsked nore
then coulc be granted, end introduced =rinciples which could not be
recognlized. Your great Farther while he 1s will to be kind, end even
liberal to his Choctew children, cennot concede to them terms which
would be considered exorbitant. The Senste would not consent,

Brothers, In 1820 bv & treetv mede with you &t Dosaskes y
by vour present greet fether, en extensive and fine country was given
to you for the use of vour people, It was a gift to yvou for the country
you ceded to the United States weg 2id for fully. It wes the under-
standing et that time thet the Choctaws would rerove; and on thet
eccount was 1t, that & large valueble and fertile country was uvrovided
for your nation end your neople., Ten vears have pesssed by, &nd you are
gtill here. The country intended for vou, vet remains wild end
uncultivatec.

Brothers. A fertile country .- -- - -
is nore then yvou should expect. If yvou will not renove, other Indian
trives nay deslre to do so, and where they shall gelect to settle, @
hore rust be furnlshed others wenting it. The countrvy sho1ld not renein &
desert. You nust decide which vou will teke, end which vou will live unon.
Both countrys vou e:nnot possess, 1t 1s unressonable *to expect 1t. If
you prefer to live under our leaws end custons, rerein and do so, and
surrender the lands slgned to you west of the Mississipnl, or otherwise
rermove to then,. Ther, your great Festher can nrotect vou, and there,
ynééeturbed snd unnolegted, by the whites vou cen enjoy yvourselves end
be ha py, and for veers to come. Rest e€ssured you cannot be so here. But
1f you think differently then continue where you are., After the present
time we shall no more offer to treet with yvou. You have seen comrissioners
in vour country for the last %time. Heresafter you will be left to
vourselves end to the laws of the stétes within which vou reside grd when
wegry of themn, your nation must renove as it can, and at 1ts own expence.
Whatever you may determine upon, whether to remcve or to remain, our
earnest and sincere wishes are, that you mav be hesppy and contented. Frox
For yours we have the best feeling. Our complexions are different but
our heerts and our natures are the seme. The great splrlt above 1is our
comrion Feth=r. He has mnede us hte =2nd we ere hils,

Yourg friends end brothers
=== _Eatem

—==gaflfee

g
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of your netion, & memoriesl entresting thet comrissioners m=ax night be
sent, anxlous stlll for those who had fought be his slde in behe¢lf

of his country he determined to vield to thet request and send those
who would spee’c hlis wilshes freely &nd cendidly, and thereby prove the
deslre he entertained to preserve vyou, notwithstanding his previous
friendly offers hed been rejected.

Brothers. by the dlrection of vour greet Father we have cone
amongst you. It is not yvour land but vour hepplness we seek to obtein.
Much deley & d much telk about e metter, which all of you will understand,
is needed. We heve not - : to he tedious. One of us, the Secreteary
of Wer, must very shortly return to Weshington City. Therefore he cen
not long rensin, nor is 1t proper or necessarv thet he should. You &ll
know the 1nmportent metters are are to be consldered, snd settled, and
cen reedlly decide upon the course vou 1ntend to take. Speedily then
declde end sesy whet vou will do. Are you willing to be sued in courts,
there to he triled and punished for eny offence yvou nev connit, to be
subject %o taxes, to work on roasds znd attend on musters for ell these
you must do? If under thls stete of things 1t is believed vou cen be
cocntented and heppy then dwell upon the lends where you live. But 1if
you ere setisfled thet under such a condltion of things vou cennot be happy
consent to reriove beyond the lMiseissipnl where you will be awev from
the white people, and fron thelr laws and be eble to live vymux under vour
own. You are called upon to sev whether or not vou will remsin; for 1if
this be your determninetion, then let us he done with the subject and
depart to our homnes. On the other hand, if yvou shell conclude to
remnove so declere, thet &t once, we may proceed to some definite
understending end arrenge & treety. This we ere wllling to do, end
upon terms thet shall be libersl. We seelf no sdventece, we will none !
Your greet Fether would not epprove such & course. He has sent us not s
traders, but &s friends end Brothers; and to eact as such. We will thue
act be assured. We come not to practice imposition upon our Choctew
friencs but to extend to them justice thils we will do.

Brothers, Hesitate not; determnine whet you neen to do on this
importent question. Record the votes of vour heed men and let us know
vho arongst you, ere willing to rerove, and who are opposed. The sence
of tie netion will thus be correctly escertsined, and the cuestlion which
hes so ruch aglteted you, be fine ' ly put to rest. Say it is vour
determination not to remnove end the sul ject 1g done with. Ve =rRzxk«
shell then trouble you with our telks no more. But decide to renove,
end liberel provisions will be made to carry you to & country, where you
cen be happy, and where already e portion of vour fethers and brothers
heve gone, 1in peece to reside. It is & deslireble region,double in
extent to tiie one vou occupy and lerge and fertile enough for twlce or
three times the number of reople yvou have. There vour grect father cen
be yvour friend. There he can keep the white mens laws fpom interrupting
or disturbing you, and there too, he will guerd vou agelnst all enenmles
whether they be white or red, There no stete or territory will creested,
and .he will have 1t in his power :to protect you fu'ly 1n vour usuages
lews and custons., Here he cennot do these things hecause nelther he
nor Cnngress possees asuthoritv to prevent the stete fron extending their
Jurisdiction over you, &nd within thelr limites.

Brothers. In the country to which vou go West, the United States
will protect you from enenies. Thelr object will bte ton vrecerve vou

et peace with yvourselves and with &l nankind,- nern ate vou as e
Netion, end toyrender you a heppy and & p ognérgas—%go%f%ﬁ ¥ =
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