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MESSAGE OF L. C. PERRYMAN

Okmulgee, M. N.

Oct. 1, 1889.

To the National Council of the

Muskogee Nation:

Gentlemen:

You have met in regular Council as provided

for by law, to legislate for the good of your con-

stituents. Since your last meeting I have had a

general supervision , of the operations of our govern-

ment, and now, it becomes my duty to present to you

a brief statement of the condition and needs of the

country at large. Allow me at the outset to con-

gratulate you upon your good fortune in meeting together

at this time and place, under such flattering auspices.

Never before, in all the history of our country, have

our prospects for the future been brighter than now.

We have the means now within our reach of making our

nation the most prosperous, our people the most con-

tented and happy of any nation in the world.



We have a Government within a Government. Our

country is well marked out in metes and bounds and the

strong arm of the United States Government thrown

around us with the strongest guarantees of pledged

faith and promises of protection that it is possible

to convey in language. By one stroke of the pen,

as it were, we have added the princely fortune of

$100,000 per annum to our income of $69,000, and a

local revenue of about $10,00} gives us a total of

$180,000 in round numbers, while the total amount

necessary to run the government does not exceed

$80,00 per annum. You have the full management of

this income, and whether or not the people at large

shall reap the full benefit of this fund will depend

on your actions. You may rest assured that I shall

render every possible aid in my power for the proper

expenditure of this income.

The act of Congress ratifying the Oklahoma

Cession, and investing $2,000,000 for the benefit of

the nation with the Annual Interest of 5 per cent

provides for the expenditure annually of $50,000 for

Educational purposes, of which amount $10,000 are to

be used annually for the support of an Orphan Asylum.

I would suggest that you take such action as you may

deem proper, for the expenditure of these amounts as



contemplated in said act of Congress. The records of

the Treasurer's and Auditor's offices show that there

are about $102,000 outstanding in general warrants and

"Lost Property" warrants constituting the general

indebtedness of the nation. If the appropriations of

his session do not materially exceed the usual annual

appropriations, all the outstanding warrants will be

cancelled and the Nation will be out of debt in twelve

months from date; and every warrant issued to the stand-

ing officers, council members, and others will be

cashable upon presentation at the Treasurer's office.

This question of settling the indebtedness of

the nation is of so much importance that I am con-

strained to invite your special attention to the matter.

When the nation is burdened with a large indebtedness

the officers must suffer in consequence. Our officers

are very poorly paid at the best, and when 25 per cent

is discounted from their salaries they must necessarily

suffer. The lives and property of our citizens are

under the immediate protection of the District officers.

Neither the Executive nor the National Council can

deal directly with the life and property of the masses

of the people. Their protection and safeguard is

vested in the District court. It is the District



officers with whom their interests are most closely

connected. It is our duty to see that proper laws

are enacted, and proper means, financial and other-

wise, are placed within the hands of these officers

to enable them to do the most good and render the

best protection possible to our citizens.

In my last message, I referred to the matter

of incorporating the towns along the Railroads. The

necessity of devising some means for the control and

proper management of their towns is continually

increasing. I would suggest that you take such

actions in the matter as may in your judgment seem

best.

The Constitution and many of our laws were

compiled and adopted twenty-two years ago.

In the adoption of the Constitution at that,

time we adopted a new form of government.

It is reasonable to suppose that the Constitu-

tion then adopted could not have been perfect  We

have been guided by that constitution twenty-two years.

In the meantime we have discovered by experience that

the constitution as well as the laws are deficient

and inadequate to the advanced condition of our people.

I would, therefore, recommend that you prepare

articles of amendment to the Constitution for sub-



mission to the vote of the people at large, and that

a competent committee be appointed to compile, codify

and print all the laws now in force in convenient book

form for distribution among the people.

While the "Lost Property Claim," against the

U. S. government, is not stricly speaking a matter of

National concern, yet, as there are a large number

of our citizens directly interested in these claims,

I deem it advisable to refer to the subject. I am

in receipt of reliable information from officials of

the U. S. Government, that the claim has been favorably

reported by the Interior Department to Congress, and

that by proper management, we have reasons to feel

assured of a successful prosecution of the claim during

the coming session of Congress. I believe it would be

prd,per for the national Council to take some action

in this matter to show its endorsement of the claim

and to render such aid as it may deem proper in the

prosecution thereof.

In my last message I recommended the enactment

of a law regulating the building of large pastures on

the public domain. You failed to take any action on

the matter, I suppose for lack of time. Immediately

upon the adjournment of Council a number of citizens



began the building of large pastures, in some instances

enclosing as much as 50,000 acres in one pasture.

Citizens in different portions of the country began to

send in complaints and threatened to do violence to the

pastures unless the parties building them should desist.

I was in the meantime powerless to do anything in the

absence of prohibitory legislation; but in order to pre-

vent any trouble, or possible bloodshed, I wrote to

parties building large pastures and advised them to

refrain from further work until the meeting of the

National Council. I am glad to inform you that my

advice was taken and I have not heard of any large

pastures being built since.

I would, therefore, earnestly recommend that

you consider this question and enact some law that will

protect the public domain and at the same time do

justice to citizens who have invested their money in

these enterprises. It is necessary also, to enact a

law defining a claim and making proper provisions for

the protection of citizens in their improvements.

It is not deemed necessary to enter into de-

tailed statements of the condition of the treasurer's

and auditor's offices and the schools, as the heads

of these various departments will each submit his

report for your inspection.



By the treaty of June 14, 1866, the Creek Nation,

through the delegates, Ok-ta-hos Har-jo, Cow-e-ta

Micco, Cot-cho-ohe, D. N. McIntosh and James M. C.

Smith, ceded and conveyed to the United States, to

be sold to and used as homes for other civilized

Indians, the west half of their entire domain (3,-

402,428 acres) at 30 cents per acre. Of the lands

thus ceded, there were sold and assigned to Other

tribes 2,190,724 acres, leaving unsold and unassigned

1,392,704 acres. From the date of the cession and

sale of this vast domain in 1866 the Creek people

felt and believed they had been grievously wronged.

Thoroughly conscious of the danger of losing

said lands and of the necessity of prompt action,

and in pursuance of an act of said council, approved

October, 1888, Pleasant Porter, Es-par-he-cha, D. M.

Hodge Fi-e-mahtla, the delegates appointed to repre-

sent the Nation at Washington, and clothed with full

authority to enter into negotiations with the United

States for the final disposition of the lands in

question, at once entered upon the work enjoined upon

them. They employed Gov. Crawford as attorney and

made all necessary arrangements with others to assist

them in making the negotiations and securing the



appropriation by Congress.

The propositions setting forth the rights

of the nation, under the treaty of 1866, were pre-

pared by the delegates and their attorneys who made

the claim as already shown for lands which had been

assigned to other tribes as well as those which had

not been assigned, Upon the propositions thus pre-

pared the delegates made their fight and instead of

securing pay for 1,392,704 acres they were paid for

3,669,754 acres, or in ether words, instead of get-

ting $1,323,068 they received $2,280,857.10, which

was $957,788 more than any person in the Creek nation

expected. And truth and justice compel me to say

that we receive this extra $957,788 by reason of the

skill, ability and good management of our delegates,

Gen. Porter, D. M. Hodge and Esparhecha and the

attorneys who assisted them in making the negotia-

tions and securing the appropriation. These faith-

ful representatives of the Creek nation recovered

what had been serrendered and lost by others who

made the treaty in 1866. They placed $2,000,000

to the credit of the Creek nation, the interest of

which will support our government and local insti-

tutions for all time to come. Beside, the delegates



paid the attorney's fees and all other expenses

incurred in making the negotiation and securing the

necessary appropriations just as they were authorized

and expected to do by the Creek Nation.

The Creek nation is not an irresponsible

tribe of Indians, but a civilized people with a

government of laws. Its success depends upon its

credit and character as a nation, and upon the honor,

integrity and loyalty of the people. It cannot

afford to repudiate its honest debts.

The special session of council which convened

June 19 last, appointed the principal chief, the

treasurer and the presiding officers of council, to

secure $400,000 of the invested funds to be used in

making a per capita payment. The parties went to

Washington and conferred with the parties there for

the purpose of securing this amount but were informed

by the secretary of the interior that the funds were

invested as a permanent fund through treaty stipula-

tions and could not be drawn, except by act of Congress.

The act of council, therefore, appropriating

$400,000 to be paid out per capita, failed of its

purpose.

About four years ago council passed an act



imposing a tax of 43 a head on cattle introduced into

the country by citizens. The tax being very heavy

those wishing to purchase cattle at foreign markets

took advantage of the absence of prohibitory legis-

lation and enclosed large areas of the public domain

and held them as improvements in which they pastured

their foreign cattle. In order to settle the question

I submitted it to the supreme court and that body

decided that cattle so held were liable to the tax

in the same manner as those grazed on the public

domain. But this decision did not result in the col-

lection of the tax. I have been informed by the tax

collectors that the cause of their failure to collect

the tax; was due to the enormity of the tax; that

the parties introducing cattle could not afford to

pay such high tax.

I would, therefore, recommend that the law

be so changed or amended as to effect the purpose

for which it was intended.

We have passed through another year of pros-

perity. General astisfaction and content seem to

prevail throughout our country.

We are blessed with a large country, with

an abundance of all the elements necessary to render



it most desirable for stock-raising and agricultural

pursuits. We have but to exert the necessary energy

to become independent.

With all these blessings showered upon us as

a nation we can be but truly grateful.

I trust your deliberations will be character-

ized by that thoughtfulness and dignity that should

govern all deliberative bodies charged with the sacred

duty of controling and guiding the destiny of a people.

May your judgment be directed by a Superior intelli-

gence and your actions meet the unqualified approval

of an expectant constituency.

Your most obedient servant.

L. C. PERRYMAN

Principal Chief.
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