
THE LETTER WRITTEN IN 1898
BY JAMES MO t,_ n_ LATTV TO JOHN WALLS LATTY OF GLENN' S FERRY, IDAHO

CAN BE PUT INTO CONTEMPORARY FORMAT AT FOLLOWS

Muskogee, Indian Territory
February 25, 1898

Well John, I thought I would write to you again this ...(?)*
Well at present I have not received any letter from you since I
wrote but I thought I would write again, so you might look out
for me for I am coming just as soon as I can get off from here.
Times are [so]** hard here that .I am going somewhere to school my
children and I have decided to come out there. I ain't afraid I
can live if I can get any work to do. You can write and tell me
when you plant crops out there and I will know more about just
when to start. If I can't get there in time to plant any kind of
a crop I will take more time in selling my things. Tell me what
you think I had better do. You know all about that place and
what a man can do there and I want you to tell me just what you
think about it and what time to come. You need not be afraid to
tell me all you know about it for I am coming anyway. I just
want your advice when to come for the best time. If can get
there in time to plant any kind of a crop*** I will sell part of
it for notes and if not I will stay and try to sell for money.
So I will close for this time. Write just as soon as you get
this and don't fail.

From Monroe Latty to John Latty

*	 I cannot decipher this word with certainty, it could be
"evening".

**	 The word "so" is my interpolation.
***	 The meaning here which at first seems obscure can be

understood in light of the earlier sentence that if
he can't get there in time to plant he would take more
time in selling things. So, if he can get there in
time to plant, he will sell part of his things in
Muskogee for notes (in all probability meaning
paper money or bank notes). If he can't get there in
time to plant, he will stay in Muskogee and try to sell
for money (in all probability meaning gold and silver).

Leslie Latty Bennett
Grandson of John Latty
October 24, 1988
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