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Anna R, Barry.
Journalist,
December 14, 1937.

An Interrlew with Mifcgarits Lyons.
318 South Rock Island.

£1 Reno, Oklahoma.
Michael L. Lyons.

3srgeant Lyons for thirty ye'trs was a member of the

United States Army, and attained to the rank of Ordnance

Sergeant. He gained wide experience in connection with

military operations at the rarious military posts of the

west and southwest; took part In a number of engagements

with hostile Indians; was with the reinforcements of Gen*

eral Custer and hid gallant soldiers within two days after

that disastrous engagement and otherwise r̂ew familiar wltfr

l i f e on the frontier*

His service extended Into the original Indian Territory

and while s t i l l in the Army he was one of the pioneers In

centering claim on land within the borders of Oklahoma Terri-

tory when It was thrown open to settlement, more then forty

years ago. He was also a successful agriculturist and stock

raiser lone before his retirement from the military service

that so long engrossed his attention and In which he won dis-

tinction as a faithful, efficient and valiant soldier and
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Officer* Sergeant Lyons was an honored and l n f l u -

e n t i a l c i t i zen of EX Reno, the j ud i c i a l center of

Canadian County, and t h r o u ^ h i s d i s t i nc t ive busi-

ness enterpr ises he accumulated hosts of friends .

who s t i l l remember him; h is l i n e s were indeed " cast

in pleasant p laces" .

Michael H* Lyons was porn in Montgomery County,

Pennsylrania, on December 25, 1556, son of Patr ick

and Elizabeth Hicky Lyons, both n a t i r e s of Ireland*

The Sergeant passed the period of h i s childhood and

ear ly youth a t Fort Washington, Pennsylvania, where

he acquired h i s education in public Schools, and was

f i f teen years old at the time of the family removal to

5 he^cmtinued 4^ ree ida

u n t i l he had a t ta ined to adul t age*

In 1876, in Philadelphia, which c i t y was then a

point of na t ional i n t e r e s t by reason of being the stage

of the <*reat Centennial Exposition, Sergeant Lyons as a

youth of twenty years , enl is ted, as a pr ivate in the United

Sta tes Array, After a aeririce of about two years he was

promoted to the rank, of corporal , 1 t e r to the rank of

Serjeant* In 1885 he was adranoed to the rank of F i r s t
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sergeant, an office in w ich he continued to serre

elere years, after which he held the office of Ord-

nance Sergeant until the dote of his retirement from1-

the cnny in January, 1907*

The ini t ia l military service of Sergeant Lyons

wo3 in Dakota Territory, and thence he proceeded with

his command into Wyoming, where these forces arrlred

on the Ouster Battlefield the second day after the his*

toric massacre* Thereafter he was with hls.oomnand in

Texas and his final serrloe was in what is now the State

of Oklahotnat He participated in a number of spirited

engagements with hostile Indians and concerning his admir-

able record as a member of Iroop K# Fifth United 3tates

Cavalry the following statements are self-explanatory

and significant, the same having been written as a t e s t i -

monial at the time when he was appointed Ordnance Ser-

geant in 1894* The ^author >f the commendatory/was" 1VE«
I
i

Woodscn, sho l r iter rose to the rank of Brigadier General,

In recomending Sergeant Lyons for promotion Captain
Woodson wrote as follows; " He was a t a l l

garr ison'and In the f i e l d , an exce l len t s o l d i e r , ever ready

toes, in "the
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when called, quiok to respond, a leadtr ot men, cheerful

in disposition and an exemplar of the men of his command.''

Though a stickler for discipline and always found at

the post of duty, the buoyant and genial gesture of Sergeant

Lyons won him the high regard of his comrades and superior

offioers, and today he has many friends of high standing in

the United States Army, in public life and in business cir-

cles who still remember him* In fact, it may consistently

be said that his circle of friends was limited only by that

of his acquaintances. Though he had no ambition to enter

the circle, practical politics and had no desire for public

office, the sergeant gave loyal support to the cause of

the Republican party and aided in the election of its candi-

dates both National and local. Both he and I were members

of the Catholic Church.

In 1885 Sergeant Lyons came with his cavalry command

for the first time to old Kort Reno, a military post near

the present thriving city of El Reno, and while here sta-

tioned was promoted to the rank of First Sergeant. Later he

was with his troop in Texas, where they were stationed in

turn at Fort Brown and Fort San Antonio. In 1896 he was



3G5

LYONS, taGARIlE. INTKP VIEW. \ 94 58 •

4

sent back to Fort Reno, as Ordnance Sergeant at this

Post and continued until the expiration of his service

in the Army*

After his retirement he maintained hie residence

principally in the city of £1 Reno* While at Fort Reno

he was sent by the conoander of that garrison to lay off

the grounds for the railway station of the Atchison,

Topelca and Santa Ft Railroad ot Oklkhoma City, and this

duty he discharged with great efficiency.

Within a short time after Okl-ihour. Territory had

been opened for settlement Sergeant Lyons f i led claim to

a homestead of one hundred sixty acres in Canadian County,

and this property he developed into •-•< fine r»nch during a

period of twenty-fire years* frhile s t i l l in active service

a portion of the period in the Army, he here devoted atten-

tion to the breeding and raising of registered Shorthorn

catt le , and in this f ie ld of enterprise he had met with

gratifying success long before he disposed of his interests

In the ranch*

In 1985, I Margarlte cambric, who was born ia the aity

of Toledo* was married to Sergeant Lyons* We had no children •
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Sereral years ago Mr# Lyons passed away and today

I reside In the Lyons Apartment Building, a modem,

building which we erected and which 1 own* I also

other valuable city real estate in £1 Reno*


