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_ -~ Panthers were once fairly pumerous in various sec-

tions -0f the Cherekee Nation.. Men andf;;mgp»gho recalled
the periods preceding the eutbreak of the Civil War were

" 2
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accustomed “to relate recollec?ions”og the earlier time in
which panthers rgc§rved mentien, and during some years
the 1solated sections of the hills, aund their ecreame‘waég.
heard at night. . |
Da;n the Caney Creek.‘ihich\emptiesointo th; 111~
inois River, some miles south.of the confluence of the
Barren Fork with the Illinais, there is seme rugged‘country.
Among the bluffs and dense grcwth‘of~tre§sfand—undera-;’““
brueh, yea;s ago, several p;nthers had their laira. Gbi£g
out ene day in queat of a dger or turkey, IBhn Stephens, a
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A
young man of the Camey Creek locality, reached the near
~

vigiﬂit of one of the most rugged spots alemng the creek,
when he sanusunning theméelves on a large flat stone sey- )
eral young pgnthers. Stephens immediately fired upon the
emall panthers, One of them was wounded to seme extent and

all began "erying®, and te the great surprise of Stephens,

the mother ﬁnnther arrived almest instantly. Witheut the
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least hesitancy this big panther rushed upon Stephsns and
gpgan clawing. 'Tryiné t} defend himself, Stepheﬁs; net
L

paving had time in which te-reload his muzzle loading rifle,

p A

struck at the.enraged animel with his gunzfmissed and the
. o~ -
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steck was breken trommthe bar:el as a.result of the butt

of the gun striking the ground. ‘ ”

Clawing and snarling, the panther éoen had Stephens'
clothing torn into bits; whereupon he sought safety in
;fligh? and ra£ as'he had never had eccasion towda previensly, -
: fhe panther thon ran back te the yquggsters and hurriea them

’

‘into a place of safety. ) k

While hunting wild horses down in the hills nearly.
eﬁpoaite the confluence of Dry Creek with the Iilinois River,
Jgome years after th; clese of the Civil War, Henderson.
Stephens ané a cempapion found a large heap of grass and’
'leavea. They iavestigated, and feund part of the carcass
of a deer, After éating ; portion of the deer, the pan-
ther hid the remainder and went on its way. '

A pumber of people recall that within several decades
of the past, the screams of panthérs’have been heard in

isolated regions, and a few of the animals have been seen.

RBarly day Tahlequah and Park Hill people heard the sereams
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of panthers at timed, but at this period the number of the

animals is quite small, They will prebably disappear en- - -

L .~

tirely. .

Authority: John Stephens, Henderson Stephens, both ‘ence of

- Park Hill sect:gon.



