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. The Organic Act of May 2,~1890 wmade "No Man's’

a Land* a paﬁ%,o? the newli,g, 3 a~T6rritprx~;
. . . ¥2 -rv—A -

v s

and it was nemed Beaver County. Here vias a vast g

s

area about one. hundted and seventy-five miles in
length and spproximately fifty miles wide, most of

At semi-éiid:but quite fertile and productive fevgg-
the-less."
’ r~

‘lgistorians differ %§ the early histwry of No
Man’s?zfnﬁ’-- later Beaver County. -- just as they
differ ;nxétheq early history.‘ But I-ﬁav;.ipifngf
a number of old settlers, men of reliabilit& and

. experience, that this region once kﬁoqp.gs Ko Man's

. @ - =

" Land attracted many settlers about the middle

Q@ = —_— -

*80ts but that a sevele drouth soon forced them

to Qbandon-the country and again it became a.vast '

cattle raising domain. ' . .

f

., John W. White who c ame to Oklahoma in '84 via

4

Doan's Crossing on the Red River and who'knows'early
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aéx\Beavér County history quite well; told me that

.

| . A . Y
those early.settlers seemed not to understand hgg“ ; -

to fgrm that ﬁeéion oF %hat’crbgs were su;med‘tn——4~4:;1
its @limate, 'The severe dr;uth,driéa up many of
tﬁéir weilé which were open %ells dug’down only 7
to the first vein of‘water. He told me too that

' d;ring the compar&t@vély short period those péoplé

sought to occupy No Man's Land fheré>was.much

internal strife and bloodshed. Hangings were common - _ .

3

aﬁd the area generally seemed to bg a haven for bad .
chéractefg. of course, it is to bg r;membered that
‘ué until the passggé of the'OrganiS:Ant whiéh maﬁe
w:fthis~strip,of{laﬁd;akpggt of Oklahoma Territory,
K phgfe‘wés no establisled authoritative government |
" over No Man's "a.x.zid'. Title .to.lands occupied by',
the settlers could not be establiéhéd nor maintained,
even thqugh this grea belonged to ‘the United States

Government, since.there was no Government Land Office

with jurisdiction over the region,



* The '"s'criiv" was ‘opened for aeitlement in 1893

~and a Federal Land Office with jurisdiction over .
Beaver County was established at~Woodnard which
was'sitpated'ih the extreme west.corner of the
"éirip." However, naturallyhtﬁe sastern part of
the Cherokee Outlet was the first to be ‘settled.

- The large majority of these new settlers cdﬁe from

Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, and Texas.

12

Settlers continued to go West on the "Strip"
and by 1900 had reached Wbodward County and by about

1905 prac%ically eyery quarter section of land—in

I'd
fWoodwarg,County had been homesteaded., . The shrewd

) f )
“,ng;mgnl;hpqevar,'kept many parcels of lgnd)aubject .

to homestsead, covered and closely cbﬁcé;ledwfoé'ngi
numbér of yeérs. y ; '

s : .
sjAs,thq "Strip®* was settled by homestea@ersgthe
cow men were steadily orowded ﬁestward. Many of
them were literally ‘eronded out of the catile

business. Many cattle-men’tfailed their stock west
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into the "fanhandle# of leahoma.Territor&, as Beaver

County was often called, and so the Bsaver countyA' .

s " »

Tratl started agba general route oyer which count-

less thousands of cattle were «driven west $o new

-

pastures as therCherokee Strip gradually became the

possesston of a pew army .of homeseekers. It was®

first a sort of a cattle trail and later becamé

*y

an emigrant trail- along which countless numbers of
"prairie schooners" slowly travelked westward to new

“homes in Beaver Cohnty;

¢
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womestasd entries upon Deaver Counﬁy land

4 +

wel'e made at the Government Land Office at ¥oodward.

“Inh many instances settlefa,bgugdifgrrg}gi@ggin Beaw

ver County, first cams to Woodward by rail, léaving

E

their families at home,in another state. Arriving
at Woodward the prospectivthomestea&er would go °’
to the Federal Land ‘0ffice for such 1§formatioh as’

'le necessarily had to, have concerning locations of

L
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* land st1ll open to homesteaders and from foodward
‘usuaily herprocéeded‘west over the Beaver Cou;ty
Trail'in/ibuckboard,"(é-buggy)or fﬁktﬁg case of a
small é;rty of homeseekers, in é "hack" and always,

regardless of the type of rig,he would drive a
small teanm of Spenish mules, "hard twistgd"#and

wiry or a.span of snorty "broncs." The conveyance

was always secured at Woodward and at the ssme vnoint

, &

it wasgarranged tpat a "locater" should go to BeaVer
County and "spot" land for the prospective homeseeke
Some of those "locaters," so called, were conmniving

sharks and the less a mewcomer had to do with any

*" of them the-better off he was.

Manylmen.Pound fqr Beaver GCounty end a "free:

(53

2

%

homs" brought their families end belongings {n a_

’

coyered wagon, commonly*called "prairie schooners;’

-~

Many families were brougﬁt fo rioodward and lodred

there till a homestead in Beaver County had been j
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located and. filed dnl Tﬁen there followed the

last lup 5 the journey and the most difficult --

over the Besaver County Trail to the claim they had
homesteaded. Thus we can readily see and unde?stapd

that for @ time Woodward was a clearing house for
: & D
=
prospective homesteaders. At Woodward the new set-

tlers stafed loné nough to prépare Tor the trip

Fest to locate a cflaim dnd then they'had to comd
- K “ i .

¢ r

.back tc joodward for filing upon it. Then’when
| ' C

“the time‘came to éstablish.residence they Tlocked

-
8

into Woodward again and tiere prepared for the;loﬁg

s journey over theyBeafér Countya?railwté their

’ ’

. homesteads.

BT T e e L
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eds of settlers.,

. The- wagon yErdé of Woodward during those‘ééys

teemed with hpn% “iMEﬁEinessugéggpally

| $

" was flourish;nglénd prosperous. The "Chttie'King,"

famous in WoodwJ

!

rd during the early days, was the
leading hotel. ' At this hotel people would sleep

in the aislés and even on thé floor of the lobby.



The Beaver County Trail went due wast out of

~~

Woodward for several miles then turned.northwest afid

2

crossed Wolf Creek ‘at a poiht about ten miles west

-
»

of Woodward and about two miféé north, It crossged
.- ot * ’

the river and followed a féirly diregt coﬂ}ee,‘crossed

<

the haad of Bight Nile Creek thence west to old Tvan- -

~

"hoe == which waa then quite-a litﬁle 1nland prairie

.town and from Ivanhoe the Trail headed northwest .

M~

and ran into the very heart of Ng Man s Land. " PBom

-

fore departing from Woodward the westwa:d bounq;schoonqr

*

was instructed to Tfollow the traill to Eight Mile
Creék for there. living weter was to be had for

~'both men and beast, and thence west to the "sheep

ranoh“ where water was ‘again” obtainable and from- thiacvxvﬁ

hd '

sheep ranch whicg was about ten miles north of
' Gage, "on west to Iyanhée, and northwest from Ivanhoe
to,quhia.* |

I well remember that ths peak of the emigra-

tion over this trail to Beaver County came during.
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tﬁé’Spring anq Summer,df‘lgoz‘andﬂfosa "My father's
cla;mfwas only'two and a half<milep south of the Be&' .

ver Trail and consequentlyvthe hundredSAOf covered .

~ % ‘ ”

magonszgoing,west‘over.ib ceme uhder' our observa~ - ' .

e L] -, & N . Ay o v ’ A

tiqd.daiif.,:,ﬂow é;at;nctf& I remembé: beiné at .

© <

v "

pﬁe‘sheep ianch on xhé Trail and observing the
© - emigrents cemped there., The-new settlsrs came from

‘most every walk and station in life and almost every

~

nationality was represented.among them,
In the majority of cases such a journey as
... most of them were making was enough to: try the soul -

of any man; A ramshackle wagon was'drawn by a

'team in many instances nearly dead because of

scant feed and water. ‘ In rare cases a cow would

be hitched beside a 1gded horse of scarcely more

2
&

than skin and bone, There were some good outfits

but not many. . I remember a few ox teams. L

-

This endless line of prairie schooners was

an object of intense interest to me. With my ' .

»
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. brothers and sisters I wouIdvleave our dugout

-homa and go sorth to the crest of the divide and

by the hour would lounge on Buffalo grass and

watch'the Trail where away to the north countless "

. . , e Fun.
covered wagons were moving slowly westward oVverthw —_—

~___Beaver County Trail. It was not uncommon to see

td

. as many as thirty or forty wagons in one group or
rather in one'tréiliné Iiné, one after the o%her,
‘headed ‘westward over th£s.road. The ﬁiackg were
worn deep and side by s;de they extended over Q’width
of 200 fest or‘more.-’

‘ Due north of my father's claim lived a man

e named John Tolbert who had homesteaded there ahout

e

. the time my father filed and occasionally we would T

| drive_over the prairie to.visit with this family
i(thiévldhn Tolbert was relgted either by 'bldbd or “
marriage. to Billy Bolten, an early day newspaper:
publisher of Woodward who for some years published at

- Woodward the "Woodward Live Stock Inspector), .Wéﬁ 3
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used _to visit with the people on the way to Beaver

- County,too. While my mother talxed with some *of

vooe,

these newcomorsuio Bsaver Couhoy, I would play with R
_ - ‘ \
“ ¢ the children end observe many things.‘ Some familieaf'
had a cow or several cows which they‘wero driving" o 3
'“l?longf ‘When a’sﬁop was made thése cows were permittod

to graze out around reasonably close to the wagons °

and ‘so were the horses. This was about.all these ’

,‘_faithful peasgs got td-éét and many horses, eépecially;'
died‘on the old Boaver Trail. .
% .
In most instances every earthly possession of -

-~

a‘Begyer county homesteader was within his rickety

% .~ .

[ ! {

2’

%n»\~1>old coyered wagon.A Frequeut’y, howaver, in a coop

= e

N made a pine store-box were a few chickens. This e

coop wonld be tied onto the side of the wagon W1th a

"%

Wire.' In much the same fashion too & 'squaaling - -

"11( &

pig might be observed riding to & new home. L, -

'+ .I regard this 0ld Beaver Trail as?a”thoroughf
~ [ .

‘faro_of.greaﬁ historical importance. Qver it, .in- .

R P T A e, e [



the early days passed the great crowd of hddé;iij

] seekers in_ prairie schooners,se

v " . ‘?4.'. b

newly opened land. - . : L ‘

eking homes tn the—~

PO



