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• From interviews by the interviewer, Mrs.

€ . ' • • •
Etta D. Mason, and e l so by -letters copied fr:to old

• manuscripts prejsepved by the church.

Persons Interviewed were ivirs.- kcEride, Reverend f.'r.

Henry Ov;en ulorris, i^ary Rogers, ivlrs. In^e,

Kirs.

To this country Dr. J. o. iviurrovi c»^e>settling;

in iitoka in tne yehr»1867. Cn the f i r s t Sund&y in- '
**

M&yjlSeO/ne organized the Fi rs t baptis t Onursh v/ith
•v 9

seven charter members", Here i s w.itt ^ r s . Clfcro. A
' -3

Mc-Bride, daugnter of iJr. iiurrow, wrote: •

".^-father is a.-native of Georgia. His
\ \ . -> - * '
^randffcthe-r, Ai'.liam Murrow was o;.e of the immortal

:«lsrit<n men of Revolutionary^fame. His maternal great
< -

- grandfather held a patent from George I I I to Sullivan'

Islsoid in Charlest(?n 3ay in South Carolina. His

father, John Murrow mur^ied L'.iss. iiinelia cadger, oix
* *

children were born to them, hly'father, the youngest,

was born in Jefferson Gpu-nty, Jeor^ic, June 7, 183©.
In. 185.4 my fattier united witli tne ^reen Fork '

•

Baptist Church and the following year was licensed

to preach. He entered Mercer^ University then located

w a t Penfield, Georgia, in 1856. He was ordained in .
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September, 1857 at< Macon", Georgia, and was then

appointed b y the Domestic rnd Indian-Mission Board
• • • ' . •

of tne ooathern baptist Convention, ;-;nd supported by

the Keheboth Association as a. missionary. Ke came

to the Indians in the '.Test, arriving a.t 'Old Korth

Fork town now Eufaula on 24ov mber 13, 1857. I.iy
* •

father proposed to return after the Civil '<k-.r to
r

his work amon-. the Creeks f.nd oeminolps, «7hen in

1867, he was -returning frpm Texiis to th is field of"
* . : * - • •

labor Sod in His providence set t led him amorfg the

Ghoct-'A's in this place, which he-afterwards named

• Atoka,fA place of much water. '

•Since that date our church has hu

• eating history. ' I t s f i r s t loclrtriea-was west of .

Sandy.- itfter several ye&rs i t was moved to the-lot

Jiow owned and occupied by i-^-yor A'illiamson* In the •

year 1915, i t was moved to i t s present place of wor-r

ship. The f i r s t house., of worship was a one room-

building and so was the second. .Npv/ the church owns
• *

a.beautiful brick buil5i:ig and an annex. The church

also owns "a parsonage witli a beaut'iful lawn where

( services are b,eld. during the summer months.'
• ' • • ' ' ' • . « ^ •

Our church had a stoatl beginning for -
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only se.ven charted merrbers, but God "has r ichly blessed

i t s influence. Tn^re are how;about 300 resident

members.


