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. Field Workert!s name Ida B. Lankford

Tais Tport made on (date) September 15, , 193 7

F

l, Name Rachel Elston = -

2. Post 0:fice Address Cordell, Oklahoma

3, Regidcnce address (or location) Calvary St.

’

4, DATE OF BIRTH: MNouth  June Day 28  Yesr 1871

5, PFlace of birth - Johnson Gounty ‘ .

Arkansas
6. Illame o:; Faihor Ce. Co Stewart Placc of birth Tennessee .
Other inrorm:tion nhout father Farmer
7. Neme of Mother Erances Acord ' ‘P'lace of birth Tennessee
Other information about mother  Housekeeper

Notes or cumplete narretive by the Tield worker,dealing with the 1ifs and
story of the .erson interviewed, Rcfer to Manual for suzzested subjects
and questions, Continuc on blank shects if nccessary and attach firmly to
this forme. Numbecr of sheccts attached 3 - .
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ELSTON, RACHEL ( MRS.) INTERVIEW #8664

Investigator, . ‘
Ida B. Lankford, )
September 15, 1937 '

} ‘ Interviev; with Mrs. Rachel Elston, .
g Calvary Street . .
Cordell, Oklahoma '

1

We came here from Jackson County, Texas ,the firsf,day of
January, 1897, Filed oﬁ land ﬁifhin two and_one—hA1f mileé of
the place where New COrdell~is now loéated. We lived in a half
dugout and when blizzards came, we would almgst fre?ze and some=

times our stock would die,

’

El Reno was 6ur closest railroad town and Mr. Elston would

freight for H. D. Young, & groceryman, to get our groceries. We
raised cotton and hetled it to Z1 Reno and got 5 cents a bound;

‘We h;d no roads nor bridg;s and had to’ ford all the creeks and
rivers, sometimes Mr.'Elston would haul from‘four to five bales -
9f éotton and the rivers would be frozen and he would have to
break the ice, then put five or six teams to the wagon to get the
cotton across the Canad}an and Washita Rivers.

When we first came here I would sell hens for 15 cents a=
plece; A rooster would sell for 5 ceﬁﬁs; eggé for'S c;nts a dozen;
butter 10 ccﬁ;s a pound, and evg;ything in proporﬁion. Ne would

pay §1.00 for a pair of shoes and make them last a year, we had

calico and gingham for our dfesses\and we wore them everywhere we

+

went,



.

I remember one time I bdought a hat and wore it to church, my

baby got scared and cr}ed gnt§1 I took my hat off,

We would gbt in a wagon eand go ffom five to ten miles
%o church and the roads were ;o'bad that I would have %5’ get
out of the wagpn};nd carry my bgby and walk, 'We really had
hard timeé but I would like to go the old days,ovef again,.

I well remember going to church once when =a group of
people came home with us and all we had to eét was black-
eyed peas, no selt nor/greése to season them with and we had baked
sweet potatoes for our bread and that was all we had and all
we could get fér several weéka, Mre. Elston.got a load of freight
to haul and then we got meat, flour, céffee and sorghum and .
boy,did we eat! One day we went to visit our neighb@r and
‘ all they hﬁ@ to Qat was onions and yellow cornbread but we all
sat down and ate and we enjoyed our meal to&.

We went to ebig' Indian dance one night and about two

) .

hundred Indians were there, they had tubs of water and hides’
stretchéd over thie tubs and the Indians would beat these skins

with large sticks; that was their music and it just went thuﬁp,
thump, thump, and they danced all night longe I have seen the

Indians eat dead animals that haq died of a disease but now

%
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they are edu;ated and live like we ﬁhitéypeOpié do. Thia
youngpr“geqeration can't and don't believe what we older

foiké went through to build Washita and Oklahoma intp a e
better county end state, We walked and plowedlthg soil,’
dropped corn with our handa but today we gave’tracto;s

and eveé&tpingrthat is nedded.
~* , If boys and éirls recei#ed eighth grade education by

theﬂtiﬁp they were twenty~one years of age, they were proudes



