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ﬁ"his report made on (date) 3s ___rjabor M, . N jl%t! j
1 Lo ¥glf, Kiows County, Oklaliowes | .
i. ‘Name _ Johm Fe h.lt,c . ‘ . ~ -

2, Post Office Address lome warfnon an!,' Oklahomae

3. Residence address (or location) Route Nos 3

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month _ Jauary Day 36 Year 1859
Be Place of birth _yispourhs Neer Ste louiss ' (
6. Neme of Father Hengy Do Bealt Place of birth Vizginise
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: i 01 Virginis,
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Ethel Be Tackitt,

Field Horker, | N <
September 14, 1037, ‘
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in Interview with Mr. John Fe Ewalt,
- Route No. 3,
Lona tolf, Kiowa County, Okla homa.

I waa born in Missouri neer St. Louis on Jamary 15,
1859, My parents, Eenry D. E;alt and Cuml){.a Covington
Ewalt, were members of pion‘aer families of Vivginia, My
%athm weg a soldier in the C:,v:u Wep serving wj,th the
Conteﬂmuy and wes killed fn battle near & place called —/
Poiaen Springe in Arkansas, Our fagnily moved to Texas

in an eariy day after the Civil far and I lived- there \

Y

until I was grown and married, o
1 beard a great dezl about the c}peaing of Cklahoma,
especially a iot about Greer Cowty, which wes under =
\“ -

control 61' the cowmen but in 1898 I decided to come to

" Greor County and m %0 get some lend andmeke & home for

my femily. I did not wart %o rexn?. l“‘" in Toxas alwsys.
P S04 left ny ramily there and came to Greer County.
The cowmen, as yét, had muach of the land under fence and

did not want settlers or. "Nésters” in their pastures.

-
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I found a pisce three and one hﬂlf/milea east of
Manguma in what 15 now called the City- View Commnity
and eftar mnaging around I got-a little shack that I
) conld move ny femily into. So 1 atart?d back to Texaa'
after them. The roads were mghtyfmugn as little work
bed been doue on them and Red River was crossed at Doan's
' Crossing by having straw scattered over the sand in the
river bd to make the trecks firm enough so that a “team
of hor'ses could pull & wagon géi‘oaa'. "If the load wes ve‘x;y’y,‘ :
heavy often prart ot if had' to be unlosded and seversl trips
hed to be male acress the river which was fhe main Red River
and was about a mile wide, AB 8 general thing the;.‘e were -
ot har wagons on both eides of the river all doing their .
best to nnke the orossing. "

If Red River was dry or if there was only & amall
channel of water which was usually the case excepﬁ when
there wes a riae or an overflow, the strew served préttyl
wellas the fellow who keptgt&e xdver‘"stmwéa” genorilly .
keﬁt 8 teem hitohed up and would help pull .the wagon ‘
across., For his services he was pud whatever he ask'e;aa
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and he got hie/ pay for keep;ng the river"strawed” by
collecting mm 10 t0 25 eenta/for aeverybody oroeslng
on ite One of these men was lortheutt.

The freignters would help anyb;)dy aeyoss free of
Mchargc and & cowboy would have bsen insulted if anybody
had offered to pay him for helping in crossing the river
or, anywhere elses.

Thet year ;4; sesmed to me that the country settled
up all st ,onc/eé kﬁ\Ore wore droves of wagons on the' road
‘when I mrtéd beck to Texas after my family and I de-
cided that I would .8top and ‘ask every oneé where they
were going. . It wes the custom in those days whﬁen you

a trevslar on the road for each one to pull up, pas7/

the ‘time 61‘ dey end bavé a chat as there were not mny/ )

yeople and we were all fr;endly and wanted to get &
quainted with tho new eras I was ten days on th
rond going: dmm to Texas and 1 met fortyweight wagona
and out of the mmty%s gnt, fortamﬂve of them were /
moving to Gresy County and withi,n the next year the

country had settled and- taken on a difrergnt atiitude .

/ . | / .
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\grom the cowmen's oountry which it ﬁad .been px:eviously.

When I got back we lived in tho CAty Véew nefghbor-
hood ;and 1t soon became & farming community as it wes in
the Fand and produced much bettter than the northwestern
part‘ ot\tl;e county vhicl. remained under pasture and was
usel for mtook farming, The big reuehmen were being
forced out by the faxmerse 1 mpde a living by freight.
ing between Mangum and Cueneh and Vernon, Texmas, for
Charley Bginuton v;ho had a big mercantile business and
bought and sld cotton end other preduce. I heuled
balss of cotton for $1.50 and $2,00 a bale and received
$§.OQ per ton for muling back eoal.. There wes no rail-
road {u léngun then ani everythiné was hauled by wagon
and team, ’ ' .

Our ecommund by took great interest in protrected
moetings and singingse. Professor Burk was the leader
in the musical gatherings and these were held in’the
homes usually during the week. The neighbors would
gather 'in, coming in wegons and bri‘nging their families,

. while ths young folks came in bugpies or on horseback
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and everybody would sing-and laugh and talk and have a

good time by the né:ht of coal oz.l lemps in the house
end lenterns on the outeide until about tqn o'alock,
then everybody went home. On éunday everybody went to
preaching at the schoolhouse at eleven o

stayed for the singing at three o'clock in-the after-

noon.' Oftentimes there was ¢inmsyr ;n the ground, brought
by the famtlies s;nd everybody was welcome, Disturbaice
of any kind was very unuauai and the person causing such
disturbanse sas looked down upone

I contimued to farm in Greer County for a number of
years then after the Opening of the Kiowa couatry, some
of nw children married and moved there, so later I ceme —
to Kloﬁ County and expeet to live here the remairder of

ny life.
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