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f
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Ethel B. Taokitt ,
Field Worker,
September 14, 1937*

An Interview wi th Mr. John JJ* J2walt,
Bout8 No. 3 ,

Lone Wolf, Kiowa County, Oklahoma!

I was bora In Missouri near S t . Louis on January 15,

1859* Ify parents, Henry D* Ewalt and Currella Covington

Exaltt were members of piorieey famil ies of Virginia* My

Aithei was a so ld ier in the CiviX ?/ar serving with th©

Confederacy and was k i l l e d i n bat t l e near a place cal led '—y

Poison Springe i n Arkansas* Our tpai ly moved to Texas

in an early day a f t er the Civ i l War and I l ived- there

u n t i l I was grown and married, _

I heard a great deal about the opening of Oklahoma,

especia l ly a l o t about Greer Couity, which was under *

control of the cowmen but in 1898 I decided to ccaae to

Greer County and try to get some land and make a home for

ay family* X did not want to rent i a s M « Tessas aitrsysc

^ ^ 3o^a[ l e f t my family there and came to Order County*

The cowmen, a s y e t , had ouch of the land under fence end

did not want settlers or. "testers" in their pastures*
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I found a place three and one litilf/iniloo east of

Mangua In what i s now called the City /View Community

end after managing around X got a l i t t l e shack that X

could move toy family into* So X started back to Tessa

after them* The roads were mightyjrough as l i t t l e work

had boon done., on them and Red River was crossed at Doan's

Crowing by having straw scattered over the sand in the

river bed to make the tracks firm enough so that a tean

of horses could pull a wagon across* If the load was very/ -

heavy often part of i t had to be unloaded and several trips

had tb be made across the river which was the main Bed River

and was about a nile wide* AB a general thing there were -

other wagons on both sides of the river al l doing their _

best to nake the crossing*

If Red River was dry or if there was only a small

channel of water which was usually the caae except when

there was a riae or an overflow, the strew served pretty

vellas the fallow who kept tfce river "strawê T generally.

kept a team bitched up and would help pull .the wagon '

a cross* For his services he was p&id whatever he asked
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and he got his7 pay for keeping the river"strawei" by
/ • r •' «

collecting from 10 to 25 cents for everybody crossing

on i t« One or thase men was Northcutt.

The freighters would help anybody e cross free of

charge and a cowboy would hare been insulted if anybody

had offered to pay him for helping in crossing the river

oi\ anywhere else*

Tfcet yea? i t seemed to me that the country settled

up a l l a t once; t^ere were droves of wagons on the road

when I started back to Texas after my family and X de-

oided that I would .stop and ask every one where they

were going* I t i t s the custom in those odays when you

met a traveler on the road for each one to pull up, pas

the time of day end have a chat as there- were not many
people and we were a l l friendly and wanted to get ecW

' ' /
quainted with the newcora&ra. I was ten days on the/
road going-down to Teras and I met forty-eight wagono

and out of the rorty^eight, forty<*five of them were

moving to Greer County and within the next year the

country had settled up and taken on a differed* att i tude

• / •
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th« cowman*a country which i t had been previous ly*

when I gpt back we l i v e d In the City V£ew neighbor**

hood and i t soon bfcame a farming community a s i t was i n

the pand and p r o d u c t much b e t t e r than the northwestern

part of the county idaicl. remained under pasture and was

used for stock farming* The b ig rauphmen were being

forced out by the farmers* I nede a l i v i n g by f r e i g h t -

ing between i&ngum and Qjxanah and Veraon, ^8z&s /for

Charley Hamilton who had a b i g mercant i l e bus iness and

bought and sold cot ton and other produce. X hauled

balfts o f co t ton for $1*50 and $2*00 a ba le and rece ived

$5*00 per t o n for hauling back c o a l . There we a no r a i l -

road i u LSangum then an i everything was hauled by wagon

and team*

0or ooottunity took great interest' in protracted

meetings and singings* Professor Surk was the lender

in the musical gatherings and these were held in the

homes usually during the week* The neighbors would

gathtr £n, coining in wagons and bringing their f ami l i e s ,

while the young folfcs cane in buggies or on horseback
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and everybody would sing-and laugh and talk and have a

good time by the light of coel o i l lamps in the house

end lanterns on the outside until about tern o'clock,
I

thtn everybody went home. On Sunday everybody went to

preaching at the schoolhouse at eleven o* block and

stayed for the singing at three o'clock iin-the aftesf-
* - - . I

noon* Oftentimes there was dinner on thf ground, brought

by the families and everybody xme welcome. Disturbance

of any kind was very unusual and the person causing such

disturbance n&s looked down upon*

I continued to .farm in Greer County for a number of

years then after the Opening of the Kiowa country, some

of my children married and moved there, so l a t e r X came

to Kiowa County and expect to l ive here the remainder of

my life*


