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1. Namé
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zeno Pinnsylvnnia
Gsorge W. Srnoe Place of birth

Dlopntoh boy in Union Axngbcivil war
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(03]
.
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Mads the trip from Califomia

Other information about mother
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Interview with Charles H. Ernce
Lone Wolf, Oklahoma

Field Worker - Ethel B. Tackitt
Indian-Pioneer History,S-149
Octodber 9, 1937

I was born in Benton County, Arkensas, December 5,
1878, just across the line from the old Indian Territory.

ﬁy father, George Washington Ernce; was born in
Pennsylvania and when his father was killed in an early
battle of the Civil #Far, ha followed the Uﬁion Army,
a8 boy of only ten years and later became Messenger Boy.
He served with the Union Army throughout the Wwar.

My mother, Nancie L. Thompson Ernce, was born in
California and she often told us ghildren her memories
of cros%é?g the great desert and plains, with her
parents when 8 child,as they came to Texas, The‘iriﬁ
was made in an ox wagon and there were no roads and '
the family thought they wers doomed to starve on the
desert or be killed by the Indiens who were very hostile
in: the western countries at that time.

An Indign squaw with her children took pity on them

ana piloted their wagon seross the desert and protected

them from the other Indians,
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My g;mdtathox;, Peter Thompson, went from Teyas
to Arkansas, then in 1881, moved ovar: into the In-
/1an Territory end settied in the 014 Cherokes Nation.
Two years later, in 1883, ay parents moved our _
femily across the line intc the Cherokee Nation and |
Pather rented land from a cﬁerokee woman who was a
widow, I do not remember her name. ie cleared the
land and built a log one room house with puncheon
floor, clapboard roof, stick and mud chimnsy.
All the timber was cut from the land and the
fences were built by cutting the brush, piling it and
lapping the amaller brush together, making a brush
fence that gould xeep out most anything. Where ths
brush fences could not be easily isde, the ruil fences,
with stake and riders were used.
We raieed‘moatly cotton, and some corn to feed
the work stock. There was no neéd to feed the hogs,
- a8 there was plenty of free range and the hogs ran
‘out and were kiiled by anybody who wanted bhgm. There

&
was much wild game, turkey and deer, with many "varmints,”

such as penthers, bob cata, and wolves.
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We had lived in ths Terrftory two years, about aix

or seven miles from Grandfather Thompaon'g home.

- There were tands of renegedes in the Territory

in those days who would wait until a farmer had about
laid by hia c¢rop then they would ha_n;oh up somé excuse
and go in a band end oxder the farmer and his family
to leave the country, then teke the ¢rop. . fhere was
no way to stoyp éhem for they would kill if they wanted
to get rid of a person.

One evening my father and mother and my brotler,
John, who was a baby, and myself, were out in the yard
which surrounded our cabin when we heard a great noise
of yelling und ahoctiné coming through /the wOoOodS.e
Father told us that scmething was wrong and we were
going to have troubls. * The noise continued and a
group of six or eight man dashed up %o the yard on
horseback. There were some Indians emong them but
the leader waﬁ a white man, They ordersd Father to
get off the place at oncs. Féther told them thuat he
would not leave his crop &and going to the cabin door,

took his gun down from above,whers he always-kept it.
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The men had gotten off their horses by this time and

i

they took the gun from Father, | He had a pistol under
the head of his bed and he stepped ovo; and got it.
The men then over-powered him and the leader ordered ’
the renegades to throw our things all out of the
house. They tarew out everything wo had, which was
bedding, cooking utensils, chairs, table and food.
When everything iaa out of the house they then released
Father and'told him not to put anything back in the
house or o back. Theun they gt on their horigs and
rode away. .
It was then late in the evening and there was
no neighbor to osll and 1o way V0 go anywhere except
walk. It was six or seven uiles to Grandfather
Thompson ta homé and my brother, George, who was next
'to me was there. [ was soven years old. Mother
Qnd Father decided that he should stay and watch ouﬁ
things end try to keep anybdody from taking them away
while she took my brother, John, and me and walked
through the woods %o Grandéfather*s home and got help.

I shall never forget tLat aalke #ie d1¢ not know but
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what the renegades would return end kill Father and
take everything we had, or who or what we would neet
in the woods. It soon grew dark and we were more
‘frighpgned, as thége »08 only An occasisnel footpath :
crossing the’brunchas and Mother followed the diruc-
tion as only~a woridan of those days could muke her way
across those rough wooxded wmiles, in the dark, with
nothing to guide ner hut her own goud judement and
strong determination.

It was fazr into the night when we cume neer where
she knew that Grandfather's hoems should be., When
we 2ot within about a mile of tle place, she began to
give the ¢&ll which was used among cur pecple to bring

help.

The call was heard at Grandfatherfs
girl cousin of Mother's who was cailed sisy YoeCuire,
was the first one of the family tc get tc us., She
ran as fast as she could. Nobody knows how glad ‘we
vorsg tc see Ler, The family helped us on %o the house
and Mother tcld them whet had happened,

As suon as it was light, Crandfather took the

végpn and his sons and went to get Pather and our things.
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They .found him ummolested bdut 1oaﬂo& everything we

had into the wagon amd brought it away from the place,

for they knew that all would be destroyed by these

men if 1% remained until ghoy returned. ’ ‘ »

Pather, Mother and we children lived at érand-
/ father's home and assisted him in laying by his crop
" until it was finished. Then Gramdfather, with his
two sons, my mother's biothera, Bill and Lincoln,
sge ten and twelve‘yoars. took our family to Texas.
¥e traveled in a covered wagon through what was

then the Cherokee and Choctaw uatioﬂ; Thers were
ndproada. only an oocasional(tagpn track or a trail
leading in the general direction of the Texas line.
These u;ra followed as much as possible and when there
was no trail they drove straight across the country.
They forded the oreeks and gullies as best they could
and the only bridge I remember was on a deep, narrow
canyon. This dridge had been made of logs and poles
and was partly washed sway, 80 we had to stop while
Father, Grandfather and the boys cut logs and poles

and rebuilt the bridge so we could get across. Then
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they had the family to walk across and eased the
team and wagon across with great caution for rogr the
bridge would fall through before they could get them off.

The grass was 80 high, {t was in many places above |
ths wagon top uid' at n;ght ;vhen we camped 'thoy would
ol.gf the giana away so'that a 6anp fire could bve
built and not get away from them. Then Father and one
of the boys would stand guard,‘whilo Grandfather and
the other one slept, then they in turn would atand
guard, and in this way some one was on guard at all
timesa, Thi; m gecessary in those days to protect
u‘»from.horéo thieves as well as wild aniﬁnla that
roamsed the country. We crossed the Arkansas River and
Red River on a ferry boat and felt much safer when we
got into 'roxa.l.r but there was little more settlement in
North Texas at that time than there was in the Indian
Territory.

Grandfathsr took us to Lewisville, Denton County,

Texas, then he and the boys went back to their homs

in the Cherokee Nation. 4
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We lived in Texas until‘I was fifteen years old,
then we moved back to the Indian Territory and settled
'in the Oherokee Strip.

Mothexr's older bdrother, Jerry Thompson, ran away
from home uhoniho was thirteen years old and hi; people
knew nothing of him for thirty-five yesrs. 1In that
time he had grown up and had married an Indian woman
of the Fox Tribo,'by the nams of Josephine Jafes.
she had some aducation, about as much as usual for
women of that day. They had a large family, in
\rao£ thoyfroared ten children of their own and adopted
two nieces and reared them. |

¥hen the Indian lands were Allotted.my uncle,
Iei&y'Thcmpgon. sscured allotments for himself and
his family, In the meantime he had Located his
brothers and sisters, whom he had not seen in thirty-
five years, and asked them to move on this land and
improve it by living on it and putting it in a state
of cultivation. In that way his kin-folk settled
all aeround him and built houaes, cutting the timber

from the land and improving it in value as well as
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makine a living for themselves.
The two ni sces whom he and his wife adopted
’ {

were Dovie and Lela Thompson, children of his brother

who had died. These girls were sdueated in the

Indian School and Dovie married a full-blood Indian,

who was her teacher.
In 1901, I came across the country from the east

side of the Indlan Territory in a wagon Yo Mangum,

in Greer County, and lived there until the Kiowa
/

Territory was openad. Then I came to the Lone Tiolf

vicinity and have farmed here until the present time.
. I have witnessed the many changes in government,

faming and living eonditions,

I never attended school after we moved back to

the Territory from Texas, as the white children were
not allowed in the Indian schools unless they had an

Indian right and there were no schools provided where

I lived.




