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Robert H. Boatman - .
Interview,
August 20, 19%7

An Interview with Ezra S. Basley
Cole Oklahoma

I was born July, 1865 ,in the state of Texas and grew

up there as a farm boy. As my father was a fgrmer before
me, 1 natureliy knew nothing except farming and hunting.
There wasn't much use 1n farming‘extensively for there
~was very little market for farm products.

I came to Indian Territory in 1894. When we needed
food we could just pick up a gun, step out of sight of the
house and kill a deer, turkey, buffalo{ or besr. The buf-
fale  just ran irf great herds. They were just slaugﬁte d
for their skinsd 1 have geen wagons loaded with buffalo hides
six to eight feet high and from six to twelve yoke of oxen
Litched to the wagon, hauling the hides to some market. The
hides would sell from$.50 to $1.50 apiece.

I used to hunt deer wostly and remember one time I was
out hunting a deer and looked out ¥Oone side of me where the
grass was waist high and ssw & deer horn sticking up above
the grass. iell, 1 knew he was taking his morning sun, so

//zr‘gpt down on. iy hends and knees and crawled some fifty to
| seventy~five yards and when 1 finally I came ne: r there was no
deer there, it was onl, & pair of twelve point horns that had

been shgd by a buck. The deer shed their horns once every

.
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year. Luta;'l was on apnother deer hunt and when I wes walk-

] 1 noticed '
ing along & trail near some ti1ber/a lerge tree top had
fallen right over & small cave and the Lind 1leg o? a deer
was sticking up above the edge of the bank. I decided to
pull him out and see whut was wrong with him so 1 walked OVer
todk hold of‘the leg and gave & bull. 4 big panther growl-
ed +t me. l.e had kilied the deer &and pulled him in the holé.
1 don't kmow how fa t or how far 1 ran, but 1 wasn't very
much interested in hunting for deer any more in that section
,of pne country.

1 married, and in 1894 brought my wife from Texas to
the Indian Territory, trgveling by wagon and team. Tarpole
wagense were in use in those days. The reason 4 ey were call-
ed tezrpole wago.s was that the wheel was just run on the end
of the Bxlg with & »in through tie end of the spindle on tle
outside to hLold the whdsl on and tar was used to grease the
srindle.

dhen 1 crussed Red River near Denison, Texus, it
was by fording it. There wusn't & bridge on Hed River then.

I ent;red the Territory and 85?%1ed in the Chickasaw
Nation, sowe twenty miles sout. of where the town gé HRdill

is now loceted. There was a post office there by the name

K
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of ILark, one ana one-half miles from Red River and the post-
master kept a few supplies. The old post office is still
econti1.wed, although it has becn moved’ahout one mile from
where' it wa.. loc ted w.en 1 came to the'Ter%ztory.

Our treding post was senigon, lexas. \inen wWe went
to toen for supplieé we crussed itle river ut hendgrson Ferry.
I'lie river was too dee, to ford s0 a ferry was used and is
st1l. there ¢t tue sume ; lace, though a zood Lridge has been
built some few miles down the!river. |

There wefe thousands of head of beef ¢ ttle in that
section of ;he country.

Jim Bounds was & big cow man. Cattle just ran on the
open rasnge and when he .&s ready %o murkel a buncl of ¢:3%lls
lL.e would always round up the number pe wanted sna drive tlem
gcross Red fiver to t € Texas side and sell then.

I took 8 lease on soms lant frum & Chickasaw Indian,
built a log house and bvegun farming. Cotton and corn were
tne principal cerois ruised then. The only market I had for
com was when soiie Cow wman would buy it.

People didn't know whét & barn was then, so tlLe corn
“wos hsuled ana ricked in long ricks, about eight to ten fevﬁ
at the basg and rounding over at tne top. The ricks would

cents
often .e 50. feet long. Corn suld &t .5 to/ 20 per bushel.
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In harvesting of cottion, a bausket wus used to pick
in insteada of & sack and it was sold at from three to five
cents per pound. There was no ssle for cottonseed at all,

they were just thrown away. Cattle vould sometimes feed

OD them’ * -

I soon saw tle asgricultural develorment of the Terri-
tory was com.ng fast aid when in 1907 the Térritorf was ad-
mitvted to the Union as Oklahoma: I'moved t¢ the northern
rart of McCldin County, where ] have since lived an: con-

tinued in the agricuitural business.
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