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Intexrview with :
rs. Mary M. Ellis . e
Ochelata, tklahonma. :

Mres., Mary M. Ellis was bora April 12, 1864
in uayo&‘-’o(mn"ay; imian Territory, near where -
Pryor is Jﬁow looated. | o ox

Pather - Robe;'t Korrisoh was born in 1867,
éa Lipn County, Iowa anl 1s now 1iving in
Ochelata, % the age of 80 years.

Mother - Susan MGOOy-iicrriaon was born im
1866 near Sallisaw, Indian ’l'erritt;ry# and is
now living at 1112 Weet Third Street aﬁ Bartlese
ville, at the age of 71 years, She is one~
quarter Charokee Indlan., |

Qur firet home was on a farm in Mayes County,
and the house was a double log house with a
hall way through the center., The north side
was boarded up with alapboard. This home was
logated near the old‘ Dgltoa home , near Pryor,.

Oour nearest trading post wﬁs Chelses
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Indian Territory, and Coffeyville, Kauean.
We only weut to towa twlos a year, andat
that time we bought supplies to last for
gix months, |

Yo always went to the oreek to do our
lanndry. Yhen I vas about 12 years old
wo lived about 8¢ miles southwest of

‘Ochelata, or this plasce there wags what we
oalled a sesond areek bank, where we did

our laundry. ¥We had large iron kettles,
iined on the inside with white enamal, that
we used to boil our olothes in, When we

were

finished the kettles/ . tied to.a tree

‘and the tubs were wired to the fenae near

by, eo they would not wash away {f the water
shonlli overflow,
GATTLE RAISING '
Everything was a free oattle range with

- no fenaes. Our range extaended from Glenoak,
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lo_oat'ed " east of Bartlesville in Washington
’-09nnt§, to Skiatc;ok in Tulsa Qourty.

Cattle yaising has existed in thq Unitéd
States aino“;e the éarly aolonla; kaya. It
was first started along the eastern coast,
bat was veplaced by agriculturs and foroed
to move .weétwérd. '

- After the baﬁaloea were slaughtered .
1eaving the vast pasture 1ands without
animale to aqonsume the ex?ellent grass, this
was an ideal plase for the cattle'men.‘

éha Flains Iniiane were plasced on .
reservations" 1n the Indian Territory. They
had depended ug@n the 'buffalo for thelr

- 1ivelrhood, for foed, clothing and ahelter
and mer%iaappeua&aé of the herd, the
Flains Indiam wcre oomparativel'y _eaeg' to
koep upon the reseyvations, where the;lr were
fed by the Government of the United States.
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.'T.hix; made it poasible for the ranohmen %o
. oscupy the region.with some degree of ea;f.ets‘r{
The Inifian Territory was“a.' splé&natd area-
for the ranching industry, comsidering the
climate, s0il and land system. The «winters
wer e m;ld,' emabl .ing the ‘qatfle to feed
on open range throq.gﬁout .the yea.r'. iThe 801l |
‘ produoe;d}’a géod qualdity of grass aml the free
range for the acattle made this the popular
~ oattle oountry. This new country was thinly
settled and was not used for agrioulturs,whih
wag another‘ admntage' {bf grasing the hgrda.
The water éupﬁly_was fairly abundant.
Yo had ';':ur disadvantages to fage also.
The hungry Inilane sometines wade & rafd on’
the vanohmen and the osttle rustlers were
‘ to de dealt with. There was no proteotion
of the law anmd the cattlemen wore foroed
to 1live by thé:}r o law, and their only
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protection was j1; heir 'faithi'ul Wineheator
and six eﬁoote Se
.My father owned s smzll ranah with sbout
- 00 head of cattle. His bwand was RM. Lon
" Everetts and John Legal were two of his
cowboys. Oaptain DeFoyz, a Texas oowman
e aleo stayed at our place.
'%‘ : mv fa.‘bher had worked om the Robert L.
o 'Owena Ranch ,4’§0nth of Ganey, Kansas, before
‘his ga??’iage. Their brand wis O H.

-

. TH 2 STORY OF TH: OOWBOI

:
i e

The oowboy's work took him out 1n all

kinds of weather, and he was at home in the
saddle, as he spent long hsurs on horsebaak,
riding the range and 1ddking after the oattle.
The stook were much different from the
peaceful, quist sattle of thga age, they " Ye
emall, wild oreatures that were liable to

becone’ tnruly at times, The oowboy’g duty
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was to "ride fence" anmi keep it in repair;
oftea the ride would last for two or three
dayse Tixe gowboy would then gook his grud
over & camp fire and roll up in his blanket
ani sleep under the stars. |

oo o ~

" ' The round up #as held irfhe spring and

fall of the year; At thig time each ranch ‘

pent their outfit to the round up. The sattle

were dr:iven together in one big herd, then

divided into sxrizailer hexrds, whare t he oalves

wore branied. Bach ramch had thelr individual

brand an’d the calf was determined by the

brand of its mother, |
The dalf was thrown, tied down and the

red hot branding irmi applied to its side.
Unidentified oalfes ware known as "moyericks”

and were divided among the 4ifferemt cattle- -

noé.
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A renuda,of at least two horses for each
cowboy,was teken to the romnd up, When one
horse was tiwed out, the rider roped another
and continued with his woxk.

The ahuck wagonlwaa another important
feature of the round up. The cook served
kot ‘aoffee &9& meals at all hours, |

when the outfit left for the round wup,
we never knew when they would return, noy
how many of them would\'\retnrn. The cowdboy
felt the responsibiiity of his herd and
fought for them as ﬁ; tb;qy belfunggd to himg.
Any differenses to be settled between their
oniployer e, another outfit, wae an individual
battle for egoh loyal gowboy.

!\ RAINCE_EOUSE

Our ransh i;\xou'se, like all others,in this sesction

of the Inﬁian\%errito/ry,. was a two voom house,

built of loge, with a poreh on two sides.
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he bunk hou.aé for the cow hande was
aleo built of logs. My father usually kept
four aowboys.
The osttleman vetredgenorona and hospit -
abio and a stranper was always weloome,
CHURGE LIFE
Yo attended churash held in & log sahool

house, located in ounr iooalit&, and at the
old Delaware Baptist Ghurch, losated near
the presant site of the Willorest Countyy
glub, three mﬂ:es south of Bartlesville.

The .Indlans knew little about;%‘hriatiani”
our preachers of today teach, but they
were & very rangioue'?minded paople, They
worshirfed & mupreme Zeing, and were very
linc\ora in their delief, They prayed to
therf God for rain, wind, sun, ets., and
danced and sang,

¥y materngdifraniparents oame to the

o
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Indian Territory, from Gsorglia, on the
Emigration Aot.. | .

¥y Grandmother MoGoy, 2 half breed Gheroe
kee/ wag a missioﬁary and teacher in Dwight's
Mission, losated in Arkansas, dusing the
Civil Yar. She ook her children to this
Miasion, where ahg and they remained until
the alose of the 'war.

EDUCAT ION

Ednoat ion was not as easily obtained in
the early dags as the present time. We had
no handsoms bdbrick and stone, modern school
duildinge with steam head . tben, as we have

- now, The ooun‘éry schools then were not.like

: '{:ﬁe" present aonsolidated district schools,
wﬁh busses to transpomt us 'bo\ and from
gsheol, but our schoolhouses were built of
iogs anl in some localities school was held
in dngouts. If we lived two or three miles

Y .
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from sochool, we walked. _’ LA

The first sohool I attended was a%‘- i
Lenapah, ‘in Nowata Gounsy, aac}\ my z.‘trgt
teashar was Miss Nettie Rogers. !I.'l;ere v:,aa
a'Governmem school located at Nowata, thef_e
I attended later.

!
FIRRIES.

I only recall two ferries in ounr
immediate looality, One was the ferry across
'the CGaney River at the’ north edge of Bartles-
ville and the other was}small, one tean sige,
boat, that orosmsed the Verdiérig kiver east
of Nowata,bedow Alluwe. This bc@t was op;rated a
by & Mr. Wolley, i

_BORD_

The Greenleaf ford wes across the Verdigris
Riiver. I aannot give the exaot location of this
tord, but it was not far fioa our home for

my father used to drive his cattle asross ¢ he
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river at this ford.
EORSE RACED -

Horse races vere 3 great sport in the
_eaxly daye, and vere gnjoyed by both old
and younge

I attondeé an exaciting horse race near
Nowata one timej however, my father took us.
home at the most exciting momernt.,

Mr. Beal brought in a horse from Tekas,
knowan as Texas Tom. Tyns Valker ani Jeff
Laffett, local men, owned the fastest horse
in the vioinity, known as Popoorn. Nosdless
to say, we were all betting on Popaorn and
would have been mush aisappointed if he had
lost. Popoorn gesmed o sense this, for he
won, with a walkawhy.

The two jockeye had an argument about the
race and when the Texas Jodkey acoused oud
home man of belng crocked, it was settled

/

4/
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in the old fashioned way, & gonn!.n‘m it
£1ght. The Temas jockey threatened to kill
our man, batsimg sonsideradble excifmers,
but the troudble was settled without blood
shed. N |
o T

A pernit from the Oherokee Nation was
required to hunt .in this part of the acuntry,

There was a great quantity of wild gum
here in the early days. The deer, wolves,
panthers ani different species of oats. The
snaller f#ame and buc{t were, the raoccoon,
epposum, prairie dog, turkey, guail, pheas-
ants snd prairis ohdcken. .

ALLOTMRNT 013‘ LAND

m Unibed States Govermment allottﬁﬁ
land to eaoch of the Five cmum Tribes,
!'ho\éheotaw, Ohiokasaw, Oreek, Seminols
and Cherokee Iniians.

Sl Yy
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fhe land was 2irst appnind aogording %o
the loeation 6Z the land rthe ulu!aﬂdn.

" Bash individual wes filed at differemt -
locations assigned, the roll was made end
the land allotted acoordingly. My allotment
was 80 aores looated northeast of Ochelata,
in what e known '®d *h%omtonﬁ%oﬁﬁyﬁ‘u revy
I wag filed at Vinita,

In 1898 the Cherckee Strip land was
sold and I reseived my paynert at Vinita,
in I think about 1902 or'03.

PN INDIANS

fhere wan a seoret organisation among
the Ipdians, Xnown as the "r'ln Intisme.”
‘They wese a wild bunoh who committed meny
dloody orimes. sbout the time of the out
break of the Uivil War. .

\ Wy greategrandfather and his two sone

“we¥e murdersd by theme demons. My graande
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father was dist:rlct sheriff, His fathgi-im
law owned & store whoere this fierfish murder
took place, When he found fhat he was s\u:-
rounded by the: Indians, he orawled undar

~ thy house, where heshid until he had an
opportunity to run aer~ss the short nassage
between the house and Btores ‘I';I*e and his two sous
/ii‘égﬁinég fight and were murdered.

The Pin Indiane were Republicans and
‘aﬁer thisg mder. ny gr::g;:other and. all
the Mons in our family, up to th.
pccunt time, have been Danooratl.

Daying the war tba"bushwhaokcrs'.' an&hhar
out-law 5an3,mﬁ the Pin Indtans sansed much
suffering amone the paople by robbing yhom '

of thau‘ stook food end anything else” of
valup. The bushwhaokers oame to my grande-
mother's home, éeimd her feather beds and

pillowa, ripied than with s knifw and opened
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fhm to the wind. . {,@3}"
. My grandmother was a nuree smong the
Indians, I rsmember wien I was a ohild: I s
‘very mach interested in watohing her make
teas and medioines from herbs, roots, barks
and leavee. '

The Indians ghildren on the reservations /
and in Indian settlements wore. looge dresses . -
and ghirts, all made alike. They all wore
long bair and 1t was diffioult to determins

* the hoys fr\om the girls., The boys were oalled
"shirt tail boys? |

“ ‘ I knew the late Uncle Bud Ledbetter, who
was an outstanding United States Deputy Marshal
of the Indfan Terrdtory. s g @

RATIROADE.

-

One of the most 0olorful episodes of the
. Indian Territory was the building of the rail-

e

road, or "the Iron Horse," so ealled by the Indians,

[
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fwo railrvoads were allowed to build their
lines sorose the Indi an Terrdtory, ém runndng
osst and west and the other,north and south,

The Govermment 44d not want to show partialty,
so eptablished a rule, that the Tirst oompany -
to ocomplete the oonstrustion of a railroad
up to the border of the territory should
gain the righteofewry. Several companies had

applisd for the privilege ani an exoiting

. raos followed.

The Missouri, Kansas and Texasiailroad
é;nd the Missouri River, Porlt Scott and -Guif
;anroad entered this emaiting race. Mamy
laborers pushed shead with enthusish, and
' the entire Nation showed interest as the
wox}¥ progressed.

@n the summer of 1870 or 1871 the
Miseodri, Xansas ani Texas Railroad come
pleted their line to the border, where
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the Neosho River arossed the northern bdoundry
ofht he Indian Territory, glving them the
privilege to ocnatruct their lines through
the new sountry.

About one year later the Atlanéio. and
P acific Railroad, later known as the Frisco,
entered the state Zrom east tc wesl, joining ,
the Missouri, Kansae &nd Texas at Vinita.

The Szuta Pe Railrcad was built from
Caney, Kaugas to Collinsville, Indian Terri-
tory, in the late 90's and my father worked
on this line at Oéhelaxa in 1899,

The Missovri, Kansas and Texas Railrbad
oompletpd their road to Oklahoma City in
gbout 1903.

Iy husbank, Thomas J. Bllis, Jr., is8
also of thelpioneer atogk of this great
state. Th;/town of mnAleafar wae named in

homor of his grandmother's people,
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OOMMENT Be_
Mra. Ellis hag spert hor emtire 1life in

the Indian Territory and Oriahome, and has
geen some thrilling sighte here 16 the wild
untamed oountry,'before the graging land wasg
fenced andwgzﬁvgade their own laws and lived
by their skill with a six shooter.

She has lived the greater part ol her
1ife in Washington County, and now res:des
in a beautiful home, in Gohalafa. twelve
miles south of Bartlegvills.

Mr. Ellls has heen Ghairman %f the
Demooratic board inm Washington Gornty for
peveral years, and hag played a prominent
part in the political affairs of this county,

Bvelyn, the youngest daunghter, of the

-~ Bll4e?', taught school for several years in
Dewey and two years at Pishaereek, a country

sochool 7 miles south east of Bartlssville,
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defore her marriage.

Mre, Ellls gplai.;ea this story from her
heaxt and 'is proud of the faot she is a
native of sush 3 great state, and that herx
anceatora were of theupioneer Indian stooke
By giving this story, she hopee‘to show the
younger geheration what a great nationality .
the Red man is, and the struggle the piousers
sutffored to make ~1;!:11:3. the fine state 1t 1s
to 1ive in.



