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Field Worker's neue ' 'I —

This report made on,(date) 193

1. Name Mary

2, Post Office Address

3. nesidence address ^or location)

4. DATS OF BIKTH: Month

5. r'lace of birth

, OkJahoro

Day Year

6, llame of Father

, Otuer inTormetion about father

?. Name of kother

mfomation about mother j

Place of b i r th -J«wa—

at Cohtlata, 80 Old

Place of b i r th

BartltBTilljff . ftgt 71 JOarP

Noteo or oomplste narrative by the f ie ld worker dealing with the l i f e and
story of the person,interviewed. Refer to Lanual for suggested subjects
and questions,, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and at \scn firmly to
this forr"., I^ui.ber of sheets attached no •
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I&terriew with
tea, Mary H. Bllia

Oohelata, Oklahoma,

Mrs* Mary M. g l l i e was bora April 12, 1884

in Mayes Oouaty, Indian Territory, near where

Bryor i s now looated* -

father - Robert liorrieon was born in 1857,

in Ujtn Oodntjr, Iowa;anfl i s now living in

oohelata, mt th« age of 30 years*

Mother - Susan HoOoy-Morrieon was born In

1866 near Sallieaw, Indian territory, and i s

now liYing at 1112 West Third Street at Bartles-

Tille* at the age of 71 years* She i s one~

Quarter Cherokee Indian.

Our f irst home was on a farm in Mayes Oonnty,

and the house was a doable log house with a

hall way through the center* The north side

was boarded up with olapboard* Thie home ^as

looated near the old Walton home , near Bryor*

Our nearest trading post was Ghelsea-
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Ian Territory, and Ooffeyrille, Kansas*

We only went to town twioe a year, and at

that time we bought supplies to last for

six months*

We always went to the oreek to do oar

laundry* When I was about IS years old

we lived about 8& miles southwest of

Oahelata, on this place there was that we

oalled a seoond oreek bank, where we did

our laundry* We had large iron kett les ,

lined on the inside with white enamel, that

we used to boll our olothes In* When we
were

finished the kett les/ . tied to,a tree

and the tubs were wired to the fenoe near

by# so they would not wash away if the water

should OTerflow*

.RAISING
Everything was a free oa&le range with

no fenoes* Our range extended'from Glenoakr
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located east of Bartleeville In Washington.

'• County, to ^klatocOs: In Tulsa County*

Cattle raising has existed in the United

States s i no 9 the early oolonlal days* It -

was first started along the eastern ooast,

but wao replaced by agriooltore and foroed

to more westward.

After the buffaloes were slaughtered t

leaTlng the vast pasture .lands without

' animals $o'oonsume the excellent grass, this

was an Ideal plaae for the cattlemen*

Tba Hains Indians were plaoed on ,

reBerrations in the Indian Territory. They

had depended u$$m the buffalo for their

lireji'hood, fbr food, clothing and shelter,

and after/"disappear aoo^ of the herd, the

HLalns Indians were oomparatively eaejf to

f keep upon the reservations, where they were

fed by the Gorernment ofthe United States*
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Thia made It poaBible for the ranchmen to

oaoupy the region-with some degree of safety.

The Indian Territory was a flf&l&ndti area

for the rftnohing industry, considering the

climate, soi l and land system* The winters

were mild, eaabl -ing the . oat t ie to feed

on open range throughout the year* The so i l

produced <a good Quality of grass and the fret

range for the battle made this the popular

cattle country* This new country was thinly

settled and, was not used for agriculture, wW h

was another advantage -fof graaing the herds.

The waier supply was fairly abundant.
we had our disadvantages to faoe also.

The hungry Indiaa»^sometimes n»de a raid on
* *

the ranohman and the oat tie rustlare « r s

to be dealt with* There was no protection

of the law. and the cattlemen were forced

to l i f e by their own law, and their only
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proteotioa was their faithful Winchester

and six shooters.

Hy father owned a small ranch with aboat

. vJOC head of oattla. l i e b»and was BJU Ion

Everette and John Legal were two of his

cowboys« Oaptain DeHoya, a Texas cowman,

also stayed at oar pl&oe.

R ^ * H 7 father had worked oa the Robert L«
y Owens Raa<̂ i ^South of Oaney, Kansas # before

his -nnrrlagQ. Their brand was 0 H.

!ffi3 SfORY 0?
' r • 1 1

oowboy*s work took him out In a l l

kinds of weather, and he was at home in the

saddle, as he spent long hours on horsobadk,

riding the range and l&6klng after the oattlo.

The stook were much different from the

paaoeful, quiet oattle of thd» age; they ware

small, wild creatures that were liable to

beoome' unruly at times* The oowboye 8uty
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was to "ride fenoe" aril keep i t in repair;

oftea the ride would last for two or three

days* The oowboy would then oook his grab

over a camp fire and roll up in his blanket

and sleep under the stars*

The round up tats held lrijbhe spring aucr

fa l l of tfas year* At this time eaoh ranoh

sent their outfit to the round up* The cattle

were driren together In one big herd, then

divided into smaller herds, where the oalves

were branded. 3aoh raneh had their indlridual

brand and the calf was determined by the

brand of i t s mother*

The oalf was thrown, tied down and the

red hot branding Iron applied to lt$ side*

Unidentified oaitfos ware known as "mojerioki"

and were diTided among the different oattle-

nen«
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A reiaudafof at laaert two horses for each

oowboytwas taken to the round up, when one

horse was tived out, the rider roped another

and continued with hie WOJ&.

The ohuok wagon was another important

feature of the round up* fhe oook served

hot oof fee and seals at a l l hoars*

when the outfit lef t for the round up,

we never knew when they would return, nor

how many of them would, return. The dowboy

fel t the responsibility of his herd and

fought for them as if thqp belonged to feists*

Any differences to be settled between their

employer anfl another outfit , was an individual

battle for each loyal <rowboy«

\ BA30H HOUSE

Our ranoh bouse, l ike a l l others,in this section

of the Indian Territory,, was a two room house,

built of loge, with a poroh on two sides*
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Jhe bank house for the oow hand a was

also built of lo-gs» lfy- father usually

four aowboys*

$h» oattlemsn were generous and hospit

ablt and a at ranker was always woloomt.

QHPRQH I»DfB

attended ohuroh held In a log sohool

houve, l^oated In our local ity, and at the

old Delaware Baptist Qtmroh, located near

the present s i t e of the I l l loreet Oountry

01ubf three miles sou<*t of Bartleerille.
the

The.Indians knew l i t t l e about/Christiani^jr

our preachers of today teach, but they

were a rery reliigious^minded people. Tbff

worshiifed a Bmprene seing, and were very

•inoera in their belief* ?hey prayed to

the*f Ood fbr rain, wind, sun, e tc . , and

ianoed and sang*

Ky Bjatern|l.l|r and parents oame to the
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Indian Territory, from Qaorgia» on the

Emigration Act..

Ky Grandmother McCoy, a half breed Chero-

kee was a missionary and teaoher in Dwighi's

Mission, located in Arkansas, duaing the

Oivil ^ar« Sha took her ohilfiren to this

MiB8ion, where Bbo and they remained until

the olose of the war.

Bdnoation was not as easily obtained in

the early dajts as the present time* We had

no handBOme brick and etone, modern school

buildings with steam heat, then as we have

now. The country schools then were not like

the present consolidated district schools,

with buBBes to transport us to and from

school, bat our eohoolhouses were built of

logs and in some local i t ies school was held

in dugouts* If we lived two or three miles
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from school, we walked.

The f irst school I attended was aV':• V
!
i

Lenapah, In Kcwats. County, and my first

t«aohar was UIBE set t le Roger*• There was

a GoTerna©nfc sohool located at Nowata, where

I attended later*
f

TORIBS*

I only recall two ferries in our

Immediate locality* One wae the ferry across

the Oaney River at the north edge of Bartlee-

vi l le and the other was/small, one telUB s i t e ,

boat, that crossed the Verdigris kiter east

of Rowata,be&ow Aiinwe* This boat was operated

by a Mr* Volley,

Th© Greenleaf ?ord was across the Verdigris

I cannot give the exact location of this

£a>rd, bat i t was not far from our host for

ay father used to drive his catt le across the
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river at this ford*

HOHSB RAPES"

Horse races *ere a great eport In the

early days, and were enjoyed by both old

and young*
c

I attendee an exciting horee raoe near

Nowata one time; however, ajr father took us .

home at the most exciting moment.

Mr. Beal brought in a horse from Texas,

knowa ae fesas 7om» Tyne Walker and Jeff

Laffatt, looal men, owned the fastest horse

in the vioinity, known as Popcorn. Heedless

to aay, we were a l l betting on Popaorn and

would have been muoh disappointed if he had

l o s t . Popoorn eeemed to sense t h i s , for he

won, with a walkaway.

The two jookeys had an argument about the

raoe and when the Texas jodkey aooueed ou*

home man of being crooked, It was settled
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in it 9 old fashioned way, a genuine f l i t

f i ght . Tht $e*aa jockey threatened to k i l l

oar isaa, fca&sfrg oonslderaole txoi^featnt,

but the .trouble was sett led without blood

»hed,

WILD IAMB

A permit from the Oherekee Bation was

required to hunt Sn t h i s part of the oouatry

There was a great quantity of wild game

here la the early days* The deer, wolves,

pantaen and different «peoles of oatt* The

m a i l e r fame and bird* were, the raoooon,

, prairie dog, turkey, quail , pheat*

ante end prairie ohloken*

9he trotted states GoTernmeat al lott^a

land to eaoh of the Fire OiTiliied Tribes,

The Ohootaw, Ohlokasaw, Oreek, Seainole

and Oherokee Indians*
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fhe land was f irst apjnraieed aooording to
and

the" legation tit the land /-the Yaltt^aJidiu

Bash Individual was fi led at different

looations assigned, the ro l l was made and

the land allotted accordingly* My allotment

was 80 aoree looated northeast of Oohelata,

in w&at i s Known* ̂ iis th? ?QnymtB^.

I was filed at Vinita.

la 1698 the Oherokee Strip land

sold and X received sy payment at Vinita,

in I think about 1902 or'03.

g&H IKDIAK3

There was a secret organisation among

the Italians, known as the "Hn Indians."

?lwy wave a wild bnnoh who oommltted many

bloody orisiea about the time of the out

break of the Uivil war.

x KT great*grandfather and his two sonej

were murdered by these demons* Ity grand-
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fathor waa district sheriff* His father-*in-

law owned a store ishere this ftei&sh smrder

took plaoe. whoa he found that he. was sur*

rounded by the*. Indians, he orawled undar

thd house, where h*»hld until he had an

opportunity to rua aor̂ f«?8 thn -Bthwrt massage

1>etween the house and ^rtore* ê and his t̂ o sons
fought a • • *

/loo sing fight and were murdered*

She £m Indiana were Republioans. and
great- ":

after th i s murder, my /grandmother and. a l l
' * *

the ggtsrafioaa in our famUy9 op to the'

present time, hare been ^emoorats*

During the war t»ewbu8hwhao)cers? another

out^lair gang,and the Pm Indians oausst auoh

suffering aznoeg the people by robbing them )

of their stock, food and anything else*of

TRlu». fhe ^bBhwhaokers oame to wy grand*

mother^ home, seised her feathe* beds and

pillows, ripped them with a knifw and opened



ELLIS, IAHYI. roRRinor. i^irrrcv. . "C 9 0480

them to the wind, L .
t

]$r grandmother was a nurse among the

Indians* I remember when I was a ohild I

yery much interested in watohing her make

teas and medioines from herbs, roots, barks

and leares*

The Indians children on th,e reservations

and in Indian settlements wore loose dresses

and shirts , a l l made alike. They a l l wore

long hair and i t was difficult to determine

the boys from the g ir l s . The boys were oalled

"sh^rt t a i l boys?

I knew the late Unole Bud ledbetter, who

was an outstanding United States Deputy Marshal

of the Indian Territory* $ •&*••'•••g^

One of the most colorful episodes of the

Indian Territory was the building of the ra i l -

road, or ttthe Iron Horse,n so oalled bjr the Indians*
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fwo railroads were allowed to build their

l ints across the Indian Territory, one running

east and west and the other,north and south.

The ftoYernmsnt did not want to show partialty,

so established a rule, that t&e*tnst oompany

to complete the construction of a railroad

up to the border of the territory should

gain the rlght*of«way. Several oompanles had

applied for the prlrilege and an exalting

raoe followed.

The Missouri, Kansas and TexaB.|lailroad/

and the Missouri Rive*, Fort soott and Gulf

Railroad entered thle e«oiting raoe. lauqr

laborers pushed ahead with ©nthutiafin, and

the entire Nation showed Interest as the

woriy progressed.

9a the summer of 1870 or 1871 the

Mlseotri, Kansas and Texas Railroad ao»~

pitted their l ine to the border, where
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Heosho River crossed the northern boundry

of the Indian territory, giving than the

privilege to ocnatruot their lines through

the new country.

About one year later the Atlantio axtd

P aoifio Railroad, later known as the Frisco,

entered the state from east to ^est, joining

the Missouri, RaneaE «nd TexaB at Vinita.

The Santa fe Railroad was built from

Oaney, Kanias^o Oollinsville, Indian 5?©rri-

tory,in the late 90fs and my father worfceA

on this line at Oohelata in 1899*

The MiBBouri, Kansas and £exas Railroad

oompleted their road to Oklahoma City in

about 1903*

I$$r husbaEt, Thomas J. S l l i i , Jr. , i s

also of the $&oneer at oak of this great

state* The town of MoAleater vrae named in

honor of hia grandmother's people.
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Mrs. 3!2£Jfr~1tsnr~§£>e&fc~ her ©atire l i f e in

the Indian ferritory and Oklahoma, and has

e««n soa# thri l l ing eightB here In the wild

untamed oountry, before the grazing land rras

fenced and men. made their OFQ laws and lived

Iqr their ski l l with a six shooter.

She has lived the greater part of her

l i f e in Washington Oounty, and now resldei

in a beautiful horae, in cohelata, twelve

ffiilee south of Bartlesvilie.

Mr, El l is has been Ohairman of the

Ddmooratio board in Washington Oounty for

Bororal years, and has played a prominent

part in tht politioal affairs of this county.

Bvelyn, the youngest daughter, of the

B i l l s ' , taught school for several years in

Devey and'tm> years at Fishoreek, a oocntry

sohool 7 miles south east of Bartlasvills,
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Taefore her marriage*

MrBt Ellis p la te s this story from her

heart aact ie proud of the faot she is a

native of euoh a.great state, and that har

ancestor a were of the pioneer Indian stoolu

By giving this story, she hopes to show the

younger generation what a great nationality .

the Red man ie , and the struggle the pi one era

suffered to make this the fino state i t is

to lire in.


