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Herbe r t T« Rogers ,
investigator,
October 23, 1937.

• An Interview with Mr, Tom W. Dyer,
Chautauqua County, Kansas.

in the present bounds of Woodward County about

twelve miles northeast of Camp .Supply, is a place known

as Bent Canon. At this place at one time was located one

of the ca t t l e camps. The caap was in charge of Hiram

Dyer, commonly called Hi Dyer, an elder brother of T» G#

Dyer of (Woods) County, Mr. Dyer's family lived-with him

at the camp and consisted of a wife and one child, a

bright l i t t l e boy between two and three years old. The

l i t t l e fellow was a great pet among the cowboys of the camp

and also of camp3 on adjoining ranges. He was of a rambling

nature and had been found several miles from camp at various

times. He had a small t e r r i e r dog to which he was much a t -

tached. The dog always accompanied him on his rambles. Many

times the almoat distracted mother, after searching in vain

for her baby boy, would behold him m the arms of' a cowboy

who^ad found him miles from camp always accompanied by his

dog.
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One day in the fore part of November, 1888, the

little boy and the dog were missing. Ill day long the

alarmed and anxious mother so light her baby boy, but in

vain, and as one after one the cowboys returned to camp,

and none of them had seen him, everyone turned out and

all night long the lonely canons echoed to th&*bronchosf

tread. Morning came, but no tidings of the lost child.

Horsemen were sent to the neighboring camps, also to

Fort Supply. Nearly all the troupers as well as the

Indian scouts joined in the search. It,seemed as if the

earth must have opened up and swallowed him but ô i the

fourth day as a boy was. passing through a piece of tall

grass at the head of a canon, he was attracted by the

feeble bark of a dog and on nearing.the place found the >

little boy lying on his face. Supposing the child was

dead he ran upon the bank and motioned to Oliver Thompson,

who was in sight. As Oliver tenderly lifted the poor*child

in his arms he discovered that he was yet alive. Mounting

in haste he turned his broncho in a gallop toward the camp

but long before he reached camp the little boy died. Not
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one who participated in the search expected to find the

child alive, as during the five nights and four days that

he was wandering there was a dreadful storm of rain,-snow

and sleet, and moreover the caSons were infested with»wild

animals, such as bears, wolves, catamounts and mountain

lions* For several years after the occurrence it was feared

that Mrs. Cyer, would lose her reason and Mr. Dyer removed

to Chautauqua County, Kansas, where he still resides.
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