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Gus Hummingbird,
Interviewer,
May 25, 1937.

An Interview with Mr. George Duck.
Stilwell, Okleshoma ®

George Duck, a ful) blood Cherokee,was born
in Flint District Cherokee Nation 1871, He is
the son of Jim Fourkiller and Lucy Duck, ful?
blood Cherokees? )

0%'1ie Duck and her dsughter, Lucy Duck, came
from North Cardlina with the emigrants about 1837.
They settled neer Paden Prairie as the country
around Paden Springs was called at that Fime.
George grew to manhood in snd around Paden Preirie
and Honey Hill, He was reised in poverty. He re-
ceived no education. They 1ived on a small farm
which consisted of about three acres. fhey made
their smgll crop with a hoe; they were too poor
to own a horse. On this small farm such crops as
corn, bezns and other smell vegetables were reised.

-

Meny neighbors ceme and helped the family c¢lean out
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their crop. This plen of neighbors helping each
other wes called " a town working"”. Thesé work-
ings were en organization of Cherokees after they
came to the Indian Territory and were first in-
tended to help 6ut all widows and sick people.
Several yeers sfterward Mrs. Duck,K his grendmother,
bought a horse from Buck Starr., She received some
money due her on a payﬁent that was made to the
Cherokees ebout 1882 st Fort Gibson.

Finencing Farmers

only a few people had money at that time. 8mong
i would
the moneyed men of that time were the StaFrs. They/
usually lend money to their neighbors in case of a
tight. Mr. Duck remembers that his grandmother borrow-
ed five dollars from Buck Starr and peid it back by
meking beskets and se'ling them to him for ten cents

apiece.

Trading Post and Towns

Their trading post was Evansville, Arkansas. This

was 8180 their ndilling point. Evemsvile was about
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eight miles from where they lived. They usually
sold E?skets to the people around Evansville. These
i;wo ;omen did some besd work at thet time. But
some times beads were difficult to find at Evens~
ville.
014 Timers

Some of the old tii.ers whom George remembers
who were his neighbors areHickory Sterr, Buck Starr,
Watt Augerhole, Silk Daugherty, Ben Paden, Coolidge
Step, Bill Russell, Nick Sosp, El1i Deugherty and
Long John. Long John was a noted early day farmer.
His farm consisted of about twenty acres. Long John

was & moneyed man at thaet time., He lived on. the
where

farm/Ed Paden how lives,.

%
* George Duck's perents, Jin Fourkiller end Luey Muck,
separeted bef re his birth end, theref-re, his mother
enrolled hir as Ceorge Duck.
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