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DUCK, GEORGE INTERVIEW 5959

Gus Hummingbird,
Interviewer,
May 25, 1937.

An Interview with Mr. George Duck.
St i lwel l , Oklahoma «

George Duck, a fuT1 blood Cherokee)was born

in Flint Distr ic t Cherokee Nation 1871. He i s

the son of Jim Fourki^er and Lucy Duck, full

blood Cherokees. *

CPTie Duck and her daughter, Lucy Duck, came

from North Carolina with the emigrants about 1837.

They set t led near Paden Pra i r i e as the country

around Paden Springs was called at that time.

George grew to manhood in and around Paden Pra i r i e

and Honey Hill* He was raised in poverty. He re-

ceived no education. They lived on a small farm

which consisted of about three acres. They made

their smai"* crop with a hoej they were too poor

to own a horse. On this sma^i farm such crops as

corn, beans and other smaT1 vegetables^were raised.

Meny neighbors came and helped the family clean out
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t h e i r crop. This p lan of neighbors helping each

other was c a l l e d " a town working". These" work-

ings were en organiza t ion of Cherokees a f t e r they

came to the Indian T e r r i t o r y and were f i r s t i n -

tended to help out a l l widows and sick peop le .

Several yeers afterward Mrs. IXick.his gr&ndmother,

bought a horse from Buck S t a r r . She received some

laoney due her on a payment t h a t was made to the

Cherokees about 1852 a t For t Gibson.

Financing Farmers

Only a few people had money a t t h a t time. Anong
would

the moneyed men of t h a t time were the Sta j r rs . They/

usua l ly lend money to t h e i r neighbors i n case of a

t i g h t . Mr. Duck remembers t h a t h i s grandmother borrow-

ed f ive d o l l a r s from Buck S t a r r and paid i t back by

making baske ts and sea l ing than to him fo r t en cents

apiece*

Trading Pos t and Towns

Their t r ad ing post was Evansvi">le, Arkansas. This

was a lso t h e i r n J . n ing p o i n t . E v a a s v i ^ e was about
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eight miles from where they l ived. They usually

sold baskets to the people around Evansville. These

two women did some bead work at that time. But

some times beads were difficult to find at Evans-

vine.

01 d Timers

Some of the old timers whom George remembers

who were h i s neighbors are Hickory Starr, Buck Starr,

Watt Augerhole, Silk DaUgherty, Ban Paden, Coolidge

Step, Bill Russel l , Nick Soap, El i Deugherty and

Long John. Long John was a noted early day farmer.

His farm consisted of about twenty acres* Long John

was a moneyed man at that time. He l ived on. the
where

farm/Ed Paden nd>w l i v e s .

* George Duck's parents, Jim FourkiHer end Lucy Duck,
separeted bef re his bir th and, therefore, his ra ther
enrolled hin as George Duck.


