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W. Te Holland,
Investigator,

Dec. 28, 1837.

An Interview With M. D. Dodson,’
Pioneer 2 Oklshoms. .
1107 North Cincinnati, Tulsa.

L

My father and mother were natives of Tennessee. Wi.

A}

D. Dodson was my father's neme and Mother's name was Lucinda

‘Sparkman.‘ ,

hd

They came West before I waa bom, first stopping in

Mi ssourd., They lived in Missouri about one and a helf years,

\

then moved to Kansas, near Arkenses City, where I was born
November 6, 1874. I remembor making the run into Oklshoma
Territory in 1888, 1 w§é "going on" fifteen then and noticed
things that I wouldn't have had I been ;l&er. '

0f course, the;% was a big crowd lined up on the Xensas _
and Oklshoma bordsr sll set to go, and awai ting the order.
They were mostly in covered wagons and 8 great meny had their
femilies and belongings ¥ith them. .

Ve, my father an& I, came in a cowered wagon, with feed
'a;d ;roviaions, such as we needed,‘buf we were not heavily
loaded. We had to wait on the border until’ the dsy set by
the Government, where we were met by.¢ compeny of Uni ted

States sbldiers, end our journay south started, the soldiers
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loaging the way, and our caravan-strung out behind for a
souple of miles Br mofe. ‘

Our first days journey took us to Willow Springs,
. southwest of where Newkirk now is. We struck oa;p heré'and
the next days jJourney brought us to the Ponca Agency near
" salt Greek River,lwhere we were held up on aepouny”of high

water. We were held up there some time and it looked like we

would: lose too much time end miss the "Run"./pb our Captain

of the United States soldiers became rastleéﬁ and decided he
' /

would go up the river to White Eagle, a/?éttlo shipping point
on the Sante Fe Railway, where it oroiféa Salt Fork River,

and see if the railrosd officials woyld permit the people to

use the railroad dbridge to cross Salt Fork. The railroad

" officials refused permission b?’ this didn't stop the captain,

‘He t6ld the railrocad official, with an oath, that he would
/,
. use the bridge and he did. 6 He delegated some of our men/to

tear down the stockyard pens at White Eagle and lay a plank
floor over the bridge Yetween the steel rails. This they

'did with dispateh, the wagon trein lining up on each side of

/

the rajlroad. E@ﬁ/doublo_lina'rpachad more than a mile back

/

f}on-tha rivar7/ When the flcoor was ready, the men quld un

/

/
/

/
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hitch a team /iead them /

At the crossing, #
péer. But whi
/ the floor,’

aild e /boat, 1f needed. So, whike the others were

theix/ condition, and later flporing and crossi?g/

8  were building a, {errv
/
ched them builg’i t. They

| /the other meg from Kez
%*/k;w’ t, Jusy‘belov the S"tidge. e
%uilt a/good boet and when % finished thng rowed across
taiti & a line with them cé /they made fa,s/ to a tree, then
re/t(:ned snd begen f ryiq}/ their wagoxns soross.
They were myk/ ing thefir lest trip when a soldier spied
s them. He swgm/ his ho e acro aﬁéld corralled their six
wagons, and held txyém unti,l all the others were ready to
cross over. The/ of course tr/ought they would outwit us
and get there i‘ir » but they hed to treil gzir wagon train

from there ¢n./
/ /
/ / s
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Ponca City was just Ponca igonoy, an Indie;n Govefn-
ment ason(;y. We were lined up northeast of St‘illwater and
trom thers made the (Run, atarting at noon April 22, 1889, -
My father's team was not so fast and he 4id not press them
much, so we kept going, passing ;ver the country slready
claimed by‘ faster riders then we w;sre and finally we
stopped ;mar Perkins, not having found & place to file oﬁ.
Father gave up the chase, and sometime later returned to
Kansas. . -

My parents ;noved back down into Oklahoma in 1892 and
leased land fx'-om a Cresk Indian, ab'out nine miles from |
Cushing vﬁere we laived until the Strip Run, the mft.yau. | ’
There were only thirty in our party in the Strip Run, We
lined up on the bank of the Cimarron River. My father was
familiar with the country this time, 80 went right to the
place he wanted, whioch was nine miles northeast of Cushing,
on the north bank of the Cimarron River. His tract was
all timbered, so he began clearing an;i cutting logs to build -
a house. He built a double i/og house and' Tived boards with/
which to cover 1t.ﬂ Hie laqd all being timbered, he hed to
rént othor land to farm, which he did from year to yoar, all

tha time clearing more an% more of his land.

'
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\i uaeé to run & freighter from Cushing to Sapulpsa,
in 1893;. Saﬁulpa was .the end of the road thenf/gpd/ﬁ;rchanta
of Cushing had to have their goods haﬁibd.ffga/SGpulpa or
gnthrie.I hsuled from both plsces and $he round frips took
five days and 8 half and we cemped out; in fact, in my
1ifetime, I agtuelly bélieve thaet I have slept ou't doors
as much as I have inside & house. We hsuled groceries,
hardwere, lumber, just any end ev;rything neaded by the
merchants,

It was in 1893 that my mother t.lied. Our doctor was
Die J» We Co Bland who at thet time lived in Cushing. He
had merried :Greek Indiaer women, and their allotment was

Al

given them near Cushing, so they had moved from Red TFork to
- /

Cushing. . \\fkwy

My fathor was deputy sheriff in ?ayne County for a long
time. He never had sny very exciting experiences tho. HOW=.
ever, sbout this time, 18983-96 outlaws spent seversl nights
with & neighbor of ours, who lived sbout half a mile from us,
on .the Cimarron River. Bill Doolin, Tulsa Jeck, George

- Neweomb, éitterneck often ceme thers. R would see them

S

oftonzin fact almost_everytime they came fhrqugh our éommnhity.
\ . .
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They never molested mmybody or took anything in ocur
nnighborhood, snd when they stopped tu@y alwayé peid their

way, when they had the money or,if iugeble to do so, would

r) 4

fb;urn later and pay double. The '£ they stéyed with was
épt:conqected in anyway ‘with these/outlaws, but knew thenm
an&tpluld not very well refuse to/&et them atay. ' ‘
lWe farmed a bart of the old Turkey Track Ranch near
0ilton. Payne, 8 white men, managed s good part of this
rench. Tpis was after it had been cut up, or after the Sac
end fZX éng Iows Reservation had been openeﬁ up. The.old
ranch houségla rambling log ;tfuciure was down on the .
Cimarron Riéer. The bunk houses, made of poles, was étrung
out down the hi'll from the mein 'house. * -
\ I.lager, in 1900, went up into the Osege country, n;er
Gray Horse, where I rented land snd farmed. You .could rent
a farc then st so much per acré:or for part of the crop.
The land waes cut up into rarms,\fencag with & four strend
eight wire renc;, Qnd'thére was Q bgi houge--end e bafn on -
the pleces I paid one thfrd of Ay érop, usmially. .

, , " '
People, prior to 1800, had leasedJiracts of this Osage
i! . N

eountry, for a period of five yeaig and all they paid was

}
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to meke the 1mproveu7e/nts on, the land; then- they -1n ‘turn
* rented it out a yq&%* at a time. at prices from $2.00 %o
f 33.09 per acre, 07’/ for one third of sll the crops, so they
made & good profi/t. in the five year- period.
I. was werr ed to Ella cCracken, of Kansés, in 1902:.

o, .
I moved t6 Bartlesville in 1910 andQlived there until

1926. I've lived in Tulsa since 1931. 7

*



