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Field Warker's name Jasper H, Mead"
S’ ’

Twis p-port made on (date) . January 12 193 g
¥,

". Name l. WO EQ Delk

o, TPost Office Address Chickasha, Oklahoma

3, Residcnce address (or location) R. I

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month November - Day 11 Year 1868

5, Pldee of birth ' Arkenses

6. Name of Father CO°0T&e W. Delk Place of birthTennessee.

. Other information about father died et the age of 50
7. Neme of Mother MeTrtha Jane Allbritten Place of birthTennessee

Other information about mother dicd at the sge of 60

Notes or compliete narrative by the ield worker dealing with the life and
story of the .crecn intervieweds Rcfir to Manual for su::csted subjects
and quections, Continue on blank sheets if necessury and attach firmly to
this forms Number of shcets attached o) .
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Jasper H. Mead,
Investigeator,
Jenuary 12, 1938,

AIl InteereW Wlth L’ZI‘. l;o l’}o Delk’
Re I, Chickasha,, Cklahoma.

g

. I was born ggvember il, 1€67, in arkensas, sixty-
ine years ago. 1 came to’ the Indizn .erritory when I
was t%enty years old and the fiisv place I lenced wes
east of where Duncen is now. I lived there until 1892
vhen thé Cheygnne =nd Arapaho cguntfy v.as ope;ed upe I
' took a claim abduthfift? mileg west out by l.ountein
View and I st;yed»there seven years snd %hen ﬁountqiﬁ
View was meae a town I soid.out my cle.m and moved trhree
west of Chickasha.

Chickashs then was just a very small place end wes

nmy headguarters 'where I did my trading.When I first came

to Chickesha i.ere was one small store &.d post office

110

combined, loccted gbout two wiles north fr m where Chickaslis

is now; it* was celled Penn See aud wes“mlmost on the bank

of the Washita River. ' ¢
The-hock Island heilroad was built throu“g,.n the -
: - '

wl.ter of 1889 and Chickasha wcs sterted from a railrosd

C{il.‘.p.
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Corn was the.principel cro}p eround Chickasha and )/
1908 end 1912 were called the two corn years, every /

field of corn mede from fifty to seventy-five bushels

to the acre. ) /
I have seen so many wild ducks light on these

cornfields they ould hide tile sun gad y~u could he:r//’
! //
them quack .11 nisht long. ‘Yhere vas plenty of ni}h
77
. -
deer, entelope, turkey znd prairie ¢iickens; I gbve
‘ ' \ /.
seen =5 hich as a hundred deer in one bunch. |
s

Ine Chickashe City Hell ves built in 1908 and it

sits on the southeast corner of the swin;in; Cirele
/ AN

&<

Rench; there used to be & wood yard vwiere it is xow,

unen I wes on my clain I would use two yo.e of steers

/

/ o

to & plow to "bgst out™ my sod. ohe yeer when 1 waéxsn S

my plece I raised & bum,er crop of turnips so~I hodkéd o

up my stecrs 10 the we;on and loaded it aown with turnips /;

erd started to Fort 3i1l; .hen I .ot there I started to //!
s ‘

sell my turnips titi s soldier tepped me on the shiulicr
and told me I vould .zve to et & permit, so I went /
to the quartermester and ot my permit and sold all,

. - \ h
turnips for a dollar per :ushel. ' ///
2 | &
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The main weter supply around Chickasha in early days
came from dug wells, The Rock Island shovs that used to
be in Chickasha were built in 1€91, anc they tried
to dig down past the hard weter and when they did they
struck so muc.. 0il znd gas the& had to stop; later, after
Chickasha ot & water system they used cily water,

I ha%e seen Chickasns grow from nthing to what it
is now; the?e used to be a lake across gain Streét end the
first post office -nce s%t upon stilts over this lake.

3

I heve lived in &nd around G, ickashe for forty-nine
y .

yesrs and nave been a farmbr prectically all my life.
: .o y

O )3
A) « ‘ ~



