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'Field Norkerts name angusta . Cugter. )
This report made on (date) December 20, 1937, 193

1. Name John H, Dillon, ;

2, Poct O7fire Address Geary Route 3,
3. Recidonce oddrese (or locntion) Six and one half miles mortz of Geaéyr
4 DATE OF BIRTH: Month Day Year _ 1gso
5. Plare of birth Lawrence Countv, Chio.
R |
6. Name of Father . Flace of oirth

Other information atout father

7. Name of Mother Plazc of birth
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3
3
-

§ .
- — b
aé6ling with the 1ife and
or swr.oested subjects
ssary and attach firmly to
this formes Wumber of sheets attoched 6 .
L] . . ¢

3




435

DILLON, JOHN H. SECCHD  INTERVIEW. 9518,

Augusta H. Custer,
Investigator,
Dec., 20, 1937.

an ‘Interview With John H. Dillon,

“ Rt. 3, Geary, Qki ..oma,

The settlers in Kansas were starving on account of
the cortinued drouths. ‘:hey were moving into (Cklahoma by
the dozens. I would 70 out to a turkey roost and shoot
as many as thirty-seven turkeys and as ; went to ..ine-
fi sher 1 would ;1ve.them out to the settlers. Laay of
them did not even have a géh and if they did ﬂhey’often ’
had no'money to buy amunition. One time a man named
Shaffer and I went deer hun ting out east of aatonga. e
separated and after‘a while 1 heard my partner sho&t. I
knew him well enough to know that he would not waste
amunition. 1 heard no more shots and 1 kept wondering
why he did not return but time went on and still he had
not come. ‘here was a rule that if anyone was lost or
hurt and could shoot that trese signals were given. 1
went up on a little rise and fired }hree shoots close
together and listened for hi@ to shoot twice amd if he hed

done, so then I would have answered with one shot and after

. that 1 would have tried to locate him. But I got no
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answer. So I returned to camp and theu later went to
the pluace where I had heard iy partner shoot. There I
saw. some blood on a bush and I saw the empty cartridges
that he hal throvn from his un. 1 also saw tricks of
Cavalry horses as they were the only horses in the !
country that were shod. Then 1 knew that some soldiers
mist have seen him or must have heard him shoot and per-
haps had taken him away to the fort. ihis was after the
country had been posted fqr éveryone to keep out until

the run. 1if anyone was caught in there he or she was not
allowed to make the run for a clgim. .hey wers called
Sooners. When it was dark . built up a small caup fire
and was seated there wond;ring, and watching for somethiing
to happen. I saw two eyes low on the ground with the fire
shining in them. 1 looked and my partner spoke but L could
not recognize his voice at once, .hen he said, "Don't
shoot". And I said, "Well, why don't you come on up

herae .and tell-me what was happened to you?"  He ggb up

and came to the fire; his clothes were torn off him and he

was dirty and worn .ut. He told me that as he shot the

deer two soldiers came out of hiding and he had leaped off



437

DILLON, JOHN H. >8C0ND INTERVIEW, 9518,

3 .

-

a hish bank, and then ran for some small canyons where
they could not ride their ponies. He was near a steep
ledges and he dropped off anywherefﬂﬂihad.pl ye” hide

and seek with them until dark. +aen they could see

him no longer, ha knew that taey would not shoot.and

he did not want them tg find out who he was. He was

sure a scared man and L. is afraid that the soldiers had
seen the camp fire mmd were hiding around there some
place. There was trail which run rizht past%here and
soldiers going from fort Supply to Cantonment would de- -
tail four men,£wo on the north side of the river and two
on the south,and they were to kill some game for the sup-
per in camp that evenin:.

1 had a picture of the fitst indian couple who were
le~ally marriedl;n the court house in Watonga where the
picture was taken and when 1 first came here the Cheyenne
and arapaho couples who wanted to marry would live to-
vether for two week; and then if they were both satisfied

the chief would pronounce then man end wife. It was sort

of probation.
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I have seen as many as thirty-five hundred Indians
camped right here where this house end yard are now, and
when we plowed up the fields we found old butcher knives,
gung, and other relics of the Lndian camping ground.,

Anderson Uhaﬁberly was & squavw man. He had many
cattle 2nd someone was killinz ther.., ile was determined
to catch the thieves. . rode up into the timber and was
watching closely and saw the head of an indian disappear
in the brush. He rode cver that way «nd found Tour or
five Indians had butchered a cow and had her cut up into
pieces. e took in after them snd they scattered but he
got out nisropé and caught oue of them. ue frove and
drazged this buck into Watonga., [he indian‘s clothing
was torn and his face was scratched and bloody. Chamberly
toox him up to a hitching post and tied hin. it was

¢ ¢
customary to let every one settle his own troubles, 80
no one thought of letting the Indian loose. Chamberly
went into the saloon and was drinking. The Indian was
thirsty and hot and the Deputy Sheriff came along and

asked what he was tied up there f-r. [he indian could

not talk @nglish but he made signs and the sheriff told
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gim to glip off the rope and get away. the Indian
thought that tiiis was hisher authority so he did this.
After awhile longer Chamberly came out and found his
Indian ha¢ venished, He asked where he was and who had
turned him loose. Some one told what had happened and
then he began looking for that deputy sheriff. He was
told that he would find him ig the little board jail
houss and Chambe%ly went over there shooting up the

town as he want., e cal led the deputy everything he
could think of, and told him to come out but zatno re-
sponse from the sheriff and after he had tired of riding
up and do.n the streets and had shot away his armunition
he went back home.

STORMS.

I was never in a cyclone but I have been so close to
the edge of one that there wa; no air to breathe and it
was so hot that I almost sufrocated and 1 suw fence posts
with wire attached floatins around in Fhe air, just above
my head, but the cyclcne did not get dovn to where 1 was.

Indians would start ires and it was very unsafe for

. freighters to travel across the country in the spring.
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The Government hired #4ill rrazee ‘nd ueonrge Cox to nlow

a furrow from rort Cobb to Arkansas .ity, hansas. .hey

were accombpunied by a gr-up or snldiers who rode ahead

and anéther group whn rode behind them. rhese furrows

were plowed one on ezch side »f the old trails. hen

all the'grass was hurned between the furrows. the

freighters could camp in this burned strip without danger

of fire reaching their wagons. The horses could be staked
outside where they could eat the grass. These men drove

four head of oxen eech to a heavy plow and Will Frazee fixed

a rude seat on the ploﬁ whqu he sat most of the time, when
the plowing was smooth, Wnen they had reached wha! is known
as Hinton today, they cemped near the head ot "Devil's Canyon”
and would let a rope down over the high ¢liff with a bucket
attached and would get the best of water from a wonderful

spring under the rock.



