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DISEMAN, SARAH P. INTERVIEN " Az217
Grace Kelley
Investigator
March 14, 1938. '
| " Interview with Sarah P. Dishman

Henryetta, Oklahoma.

On Ssptember the 26th, 1878, when I was twelve years
eld, my tathgr sold/gﬁf in Arkensas and we atarted to Texas.
My baby sister '9ﬂx;oakly but we didn't think'about her not
being abie to/méke the trip. The first night we camped in
the moat P;iutirul place I had ever smeen., We were traveling
in a 5942red wagon. That night the bapy was taken sick and
digd ¥he next morning. Mother was heartbroken and couldn’t
leave the baby alone 20 we atay;d in this country instead of
going on to Texas. Father rented a place from Jeckson lovens
and put in a farm. That was where Spiro is now., There were
three other children who were older than I was and we learned
to pick our first cotton the next fall.

014 Store - 1878.

There was a store and post office on Camp Cresk on the
Fort Smitk road. It was called the Camp Creek é%ore and was
owned by Joe Bowers. ‘

llyville.
There was only one store with the post office in it, and

therse were a few homes in Skullyville on the Fort Smith road.

/

/

// -
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Childers’ statién, 1881,

. In 1881 I married and went to liverwith\mw husband 's
unele and aunt, Jokn and Nancy Childers, who owned the Chil~
ders' Station on the stags route between Fort Smith and Musko-
ges. They were Cherckes Indians. He hadl; 1ittle atore and
the post office was in his front room. The pigeon holes were
in the corner. Aunt Naney fed the passengers and had beds for
them. There was a barn in the back for the horses of the stage., °
Sometimes she fed or roomed other travelgra, but got often as
(they usually eamped out ., »

It was a double-room, hewed log ﬁouée.\ The long hall be-
. 2
tween was closed in at each end td\ylake a dining room. There
were five rooms altogether. Eacp%fronikroqm‘had a chimney at

the end, one of these rooms was only for men and the front room,

the other was for wamen if there was more than one or for a fam-

ily if there was onse. = = =¥
7o | on | ™. |
— - v
A N
&
e | ] e 132
\:' . \\\'\ \éo.o N - §
v . o | O 4o >
Q\O Q~°° Q~o° J
W A i
—+ —t ——
Porch ,




454
DISHMAN, SARAH P. INTERVIEW #3217
3=

As you will notice there was no connecting déor into the dining
room and everyone had to go outside to go 1nt6'it for there were
only two outside doors. Both of these doors were on porches
though.

Child#ers owned this station until the mail was changed
and ke freighted all his supplies ffom.Fort Smith which was

forty-five miles away. I% was across the creek from Sallisaw.

“P* Trail.

The T. Trail was frem Kansas to Texas. .It ran from
Coffeyville, Kansas, to Delawfre, and to Newata and left Fort
Gibson on the right-hand side.

Indien Home.

My husband took a claim on the Big Sallisaw River: Some-’
one built a cabin and my busband paid him $5.00 for it. He did-
n*t have go pay for the land for as a citizen of the Cherokse
thiqn ke was alloied to claim as much land as he wanted. For
two years he farmed a littlét That was a good'claim but‘ye was~
n't satisfied for some reason. We moved to Claremore whem Cleve-
land was President and then back to the Childers' Station. KNo-
body was ric¢h but a few Indians had hundreds of cattle. Théy

had free range and just let cattle multiply until some buyer

N
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came along and took them away. Most of us lived hard but when
I look back I love thpse days more than the later onmes.

For four years I lived in cabins wi th puncheon floors,
stick and dirt chimmeys ;nd we cocked on the fireplaces as I
didn't have a stove of any kind., I baked good bread in an iron
skillet with a 1id in the place of an oven.

People wore good and would help you without pay. They
would cut your wood, go after a doctor on the darkest and storm-
iest night if you needed one, do your work,!hether it was wash-
ing the dishes, clothes or outside errands during sicknessand
death, Of course there ware outlaws but they were soon captured
and didn't usually bother people like us.

| Deputy U. S. Marshal, 1884,

John Childers, Jr. was named for his uncle. He was
appointed Deputy United States Marshal in 1884 and served under
Fohn Salmon and others. Then Prank Vore of Webbers Falls wanted
to quit being United States Indian Policeman, s0 he recommended
my husband to take his place.

I was glad- when they appointed my husband as a United
States Indian Police because it wasn't so dangerous, though I

had my worries even then. He wors a uniform and was ordered to

P
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go to different places like an army officer. Mr. Dishman
was away all the time and I was juat a young girl; sometimes
he was stationed/&ﬁplace where I could go along with him but
other times I just had tp*-ait for his return.

When he was stationed at Muskogee there was only one
store there and it was owned by Cap Sej?ra. I boarded with
L. T. Parnell. Then the Patterson General Merchandise store
and the Turner Hardware were put in. (I have a cape of plaid
wool that was bought at the Patterson store about 1900).s Mr.
Dishmean was a Peace Officer and his duties were similar to a
those of a e¢ity policeman.

HARTSHORNE INTRUDERS. ot

My husband was sent to Hartshorne when they were'Egving
trouble. The white Intruders were taking all the land andfthe
Indians wanted them to leave. The soldiers from Fort Leawsn-
woth were sent in there to help keep the peace. The captain de-
tail;d a certain number of soldiers and a corporal to my husbkand.
Some of the whites were already packed up for they knew they would
have to leéve. Their thiﬁga were loaded into wagons gpd taken
out of the Indian Territory and the land they had been using was

* turned back to the Indians. The white people were taken to Fort



45%

DISHMAN, SARAE P. ~ INTERVIEW #3217

Smith for trial but the Indians hed their own courts.
01d Permit

My sister, Mrs. Annie Calvert, has the permit from the
Choctaw Natien to rent from J. Smadly‘Forreat 1#7188?. It ia
signed b&ll. N. Cass, County Judge,and attested by Robinson
_ Bacon, County Clerk, and is dated January 1, 1887, Mr. Calvert
paid for a permit every year until his death.

Vian in 1889,

When the Misgsouri-Pacific first went thrdugh w8 wers
living at Tamaha. Tsmaka méans Town. We went to Vian and kept
boarders for the people juét flocked in there. The railroad
coming through caused the rush of Qut§idera. e lived in a
doudle hewed log house until we could\huild a ten room-frame
house. It was Vian's first hotel. .

 Wniskey was brought from Fort Smith and sold to the
Indians ;a well as to the white men., Two men got drunk and
when the commotion was over four men had been killed; one of
them was Isaac Gnrdy)the Deputy Sheriff. 4n old negro laid
them out on the ground and the men had to put dirt over the
blood that was all over ;he ground. Bill Thompson, a fullblood

Indian, confessed to Mrs, Blue Foreman when he was on his death

bed that he had killed Isaae Gurdy.
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8ottonwood in 1880, /// /

In 1880 thers was a settlement of whi;e/intruders Jho
lived on Camp Creek on the road from Fort Smith. Solomoq;and
Betty Watts were the oldest folk thére and I lived with fhem.\
Joff Watts had a store and post office which was called Cotton-
wood. Every family was some relation to the other famili;a.
There were at least a dozen of these families and maybe more,
Some had pretty good homes while .thers weren't so g;od. Some
had good wells and the other families carried water from them.
They were good people and élaimed to be Indiane but .ere not,

Muskogee in 1902 and 1903.

The second timé'i lived at Muskogee I saw it really grow.
The most important improvement was when they put the water works
in. Some of us had cisterns and wells but I bousht water in the
barreI™that had been Hmuled from & creek near the town. 'It cost
25 cents a barrel. In thé summer ice was shipped in on the
trains end'we bought it whether we could afford it or not. The
- water wasn't fit to arink in the hot weather without it. There
was only one school in Muskogee. ) _

Fair of 1884. : | .
The fair ;t Huskogee was for both the white people and

the Indians. There were all kinds ¥f stock, fowls, race horses,

-
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needle work, eanned goods, tomahawﬁa, feathered caps, etc.
We camped by Lige Rosa' home when we went to Muskbgee to
the fair.

The ladies rode in the racés but. rode side~saddles
and wore a riding habit except Belle Starr and her daughter
Pearl, who rode baredback. That is, they rode sidewise witp
3pat blankets and no saddles st all. Théy were expert riders
and as gra;etul as could be. I knew Pearl well but wasn't
really acquainted with Beﬁ}e, although of course’l knew her
when I saw her.

I didn'% run in any of the races though I had beenriding
all my i1ife, at least as long as I could femember. Whén I
was a young lady’one time I was running my horse. When he
jumped a little creek the girth broke and he went one way and
I went the other. I was in bed s long time and am still
erippled in my hip. &hat fall has carried the blame for there:
being no children of my own in my home.

| Claremore.

Claremore Mound was the first name, tnen Mbundfias

dropped and it is just called Claremore: There were just a

few houses there inj1885 and they were quite a distance away

; { 3

J * .
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from the mound it was named for. There was only one hotel

at Claremore, a frame two-gtory building. The rboms‘were
just la;gc enough to hold a bed, there wasn't enough room
in them to turn around. You almost had to back out of ore.
Major Light lived there. He was a Cherokee officer
of high rank.. His wife was najed Archie before her marriage
and sh; and her two sisters were teachers in district schools
and at the Tahlequah Seminary. All of them were smart.
I knew Will Rogers when he lived on a ranch at Oologah

in the fipest home around that country.
Mineral Waters.

I was at McAlester when it was a small town. I was visit-
ing a Mrs, Barbar and she and I walked out to the place where
there was a big s;lt spring. If would be right in the town now
but the town has changed so much that I couldn't locate it the
last time I was there. The coal and oil had been developed but
I don't think they ever did anything with the sait spring.

At the same time I learned of some springs at a town on

the Katy. 1 am not sure whether it ‘was Sulphur but it might have
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been. Some of the water was good for gas on the stomach,
Some of it was hot and some céld, and some of it was the
sulphur water. I liked the iind we called "gas water” best
though because it was better than soda.

Caristian. Yorkers or Preachers.

In 1887 circuit riders traveled through the country,
steﬁped with the believers and hecld meetings. They were care-
ful to look after their own people or the ones already con-
verted while they .ere trying to convert others.

The Baptists ealled themselves Missionaries, but there
wasn't much difference between the missionaries and the circuit |
riders. If there was any it was that the Baptists paid less
Attention to their o0ld membors.,

When I was about twelve years old I lived with Aunt Jane
and Dr. Burton who were very particular .ith me.

’

s Pioneer Church.

*

Brother Robert Fexgerson called himself a Christian but
he was a Missionary Baptist.' He came to Cottonwood in 1880 and
preached in an arbor. We sat on logs and there was no organ nor

piano but we had good singing. Miss Alice Robertson was the

Matron at the Minerva Home. .

P
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The Harrell Institute was named for a Mr. ﬁhrrell
who lived on East Olkmulgee Avenue, Muskogee, but it was run
by another named Brewer. The Bacone Baptist University was
named for Reverend Bacone.
i Sawmills.,

The first sawmill that I knew about was owned by old
man Morgan in the Choctaw Nation, a few miles‘soutﬂwast from
Tamaha. That was before 1889. |

Mr, Dishman had a sawmill between the Arkansas river
and Braggs on a beautiful lake. The sawmill was a sixteen
foot house and was also a grist mill. The sawmill ran every
day but ths griét mill was run two days out of the week. Mr.
Dishman had four children*by a former marriage who were almost
grom. Mr., Dishman, the children and I ran that sawmill until
the timber was sawed up then he moved it to Greenleaf whéré the
dam is and stayed there two or three years.

Mr. Dishman hired loggers who had good teams for the
hauling. He bought the timber,fifty acres in a bunch and could

-

look at a tree and tell how many feet of lumber were in it. He
‘ : /

L]

kept from two to four men in the timber cuttinz besides the off~
bearsr and engineer at the mill. He did his own ﬁawtng until his
%

E

!
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health broke and he hired as little heip as possible because
the wood wasn't pine but was just native -oak, cottonwood, etc.
The farmers bought this lumber to build their improvements and

- eouldn't pay much for it. The more help Mr. Dishman hired the

-

hY

less profit he haﬁ.



