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~Blla Robinson,
Investigator,
March 9, 1938.

An Interview With David Dickey,
kast 20th ot.,Tulse, o<lahoma.

I was born on a farm in Southern Illinois near the
town of Cutler, the son of Dahiel and Mary vickey and
attended the district school of that state and the Sparta
High School 63§Sparta, Illinois. Later I took a business
course in St. lLouis and was employed in that city for
aboﬁt a year thgreafter. I answered an advertisement of
A. J. Blackwell of Chelsea, Indian Territory, in a St.

-

Louis pﬁper and a few days later, in response to a letter
from h#m, I made my first trip to the Indian Territory,
about October 1, 1892. I knew nothing about Blackwsll prior
to my arrivaf in Chelsea, nor what business he represented,
except than that he wanted some one who couid write short-
hahd and operate typewriter., At that time the regular
Frisco,passeng?yftrain only ran as far as Vinita. The rail-
road extended to Sapulpa but ran only a mixed irain between

Vinita and Sapulpa, using an entire day for the round trip.

Mr, Blackwell met me at the train and informed me that I
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was to live at his house. Ie was a powerful man, more
&
than six feet in height, weighing over two hundred
pounds, and with a full beard which came almost to his
belt line. Yhen I suggested that we get a dray to haul
my trunk, he merely hoisted the trunk to his shoulder
and carried it to his house, about a juarter of a mile
away., I was introducéd to his wife, a very han@some €
Cherokee woman, and to his two small sons, who were named
King David and King Soclomon. He then told me that he had.
been a very bad man during his 1life time, but that he had
recently been converted and felt that he had been called
to preach the gospel, and he wanted me to report his sermons
and prepare them for publication. He confidently expected
to make a great neme as an evangelist., I reported oney
sermon and wrote itnout, but the Methodist minigfer at\
Chelsea prevailed upon him to wait until he coulgabe regular-
ly ordained as a minister of that denomination before. he
began to preach. As that would require about six months,
and my saléry would be burdensome in the meantime, I only

remained with him one month, but before leaving he insisted

that I return when he began his evangelistic work. A short
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time later he wrote me thai he was developing a townsite
whioch ﬁe had named after me, beiXé the town of David, in
?he Cherokee Nation., - What transpired there is hearsay

t6 me, but I underatand that he came near death in that
venture. The Cherokee Nation had passed a law making the
;ale of land to any person not an Indian a crime punish-
able by death., Blackwell attempted tg sell town iots +to
white persons, and was arrested, and I understand was at
one time condemned to die, but was saved through the in-
tervention of the Unit;d States Court. He af;erward pro-
moted the téwnsite of Blackwell, out of which7§hde a com-
fortable fortune.,

After my arrival there whenever I walked down the
street some one would ask if I had a gun. On being told
that I did not have., some one would advise me to get one
at once and not let Mr. Blackwell "bluff" me. One man went
so far as to say "If anything happens to you we can assure
you that it won't Se two hours until his body will de
hanging to a telegraph pole". Strenge to say that was not

very comforting to me. One evening as we sat by the fire,

. Mr, Blagkwell had been relating meny of his daring deeds

{



\ 813

DICKEY, DAVID. INTERVIEW. 13168.

and telling of the men he had killed. I said,\fI have
never cearried a gun or thought of ever having igy need
of one. But in this coqhtry I think everyone should be
prepared for tﬂe worst and if I ever have tc shoot 1£

will be to kill". Mr. Blackwell never talked of killing

men again.

After severingmy connection with Blackwell, I found “
m&self back in St. Louis durihg the worst part of the
panic of 1893. About the latter pert of August of that
year I had an interview with Colonel J, D. Bradford at the
0ld Southern Hotel of St. Louis, as a result of which I
went to South McAlester to work for the Choctaw Coal and
Railway Company, of wh;ch Colonel Bradford was Genefél
Manager. I took the Frisco ¢6ut of St. Louis, going by may
of Fort Smith, Arkansas, and Wister Junoction, There had
been some sort of a gathering at Fort Smith and quite a
large number of people were returning to Indian Territory.
It seemed to me that about half of fhém were drunk and the
scene on that train was a wild one. I reached South

MoAlester about 7 o0'clock in the evening and before I re-

tired for the night a shooting affair occurred in the town
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in which one man was killed. I thought I ﬁ;d come to
a wild ooﬁntry sure enough, but I soon learned that a

large majoriiy of the peopls were well educated, high

olass ci tizens, and that 1t'was a most desirable place
in which to live and I have lived in Indien Teritory

and Oklahoma ever since that iime.

The Choctaw Coal and Reilway Company Operatfd coal
mines at Hartshorne, Aiderson and other points, and the
miners were.paid each month in cash. ~There were no ade-
quate banking facilities at South MeAlester and the money
had to be shipped from Denison, Texas, by way of McAlester
or Wister. On several occasions it fell to my lot to
transfer this money to Ha?tshorne. IY was tﬁe custom to
obtain a guard of about four deputy marshalé to guard the
cash, Almost every month we received word of an intended
hold-up, but during the four years I was with the coépany
no hold-up attempt was ever made. I always triéd to get
Jackson-W, Ellis as one of the guards if possibdble. Jack

Ellis had much the same reputation around McAlester as Bud

Ledbetter had in the Northern District of Indian Terri tory,

)
«

and cutlaws and desperadées always gave these men a wﬂie

berth. | ‘s
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One unusual affair occurred during my stay at
MoAlester. There was a gang of outlaws hiding in the
Central part of Indian Territory and one or two members
of the band had been captured and were in jail and the
leader had sent word to the court officisls that unless
they were turnéd loose he would came in and burn the‘court
house and open the jail to all the prisoners. The United
States Marshal immediately called in practiocally all of
his deputies and told them to go out and capture that gang.
’A few days later word was received that the outlawsg were
camped within two and one-~half miles from town, This word
was received late in the evening and Judge Stuart and the
maréhal swore in about twenty-five special deputies (in-
cluding myself) to guard the town. ; was stationed at ﬁne
road an about two o'clock a party of five men oame Yiding
in. Our party of about seven or eight men, of course. thought
they were the outlaws but fortunately one man in dur varty
recognized them as a posse of deputy marshals who had been
out looking for the gang. 1t turned out that the campers
were nat the outlaws but a party out trying to effecé their

capture. That is the only time I was ever a Peace Offiaser.
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During the summer of 1897 the Honorable John R,
Thomaé was appointed United States Judge for the Indian
Territory and 1 made appiication for appointment as his
Secretary and Court Repgrter. I was given that appoint-
ment during September of that year, a position which I
held/during his term of office. He was one of the most
considerate of men, and I look back upon that four year
period as a most pleasant experience. One of the fir;t
cas€s ;hich I reported was\tha; of the United States VS.
Gyrus R. Brown,who was tried for murder. Under the law
;at that time the jury had a right, in the event & defendant
wag found guilty of a capital offense, to add to its ver-
diet the words "without capitel punishment®, Unless this

.

recommendation was added the death sentence was mandatory.
Browh was found guilty, and I believe wasgihe first man
sentenced to death in the United States Court for the
Indian Tqrritory, who paid the penalty. During Judée
Thomas' term of office I reported the cases of four men
who paid the supreme peralty. Most of Judge Thomas' work
was in the Northern District-but occasionally he held

'court in the Southern Distriet. I remember on onhe ocoasion -
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eleven capital cases were disposed of at a term of court ‘
at Paunle Valley and immediately thereafter seventeen
. capital oaség were disposed of at one term st Muskogee,
all within a period of about ninety days. At this time
Dr. Leo B, Bennett was Un‘i_ted States Marshal, P. L. Soper
was United States Attorney, J. H. hucklebgrry, Orlando
Wilcox and O. L. Rider Assistants to the United States
Atto&ney, all men of %bility who helped to make history.
One summer during this pg;iod, Dr. Bennett, Orlando
Wilcox aﬁd H, 4, Leekly, then United States Commissioner,
witﬁ several other officers,including Bud Ledbetter, organ-
ized a camping trip through what are now Okfuskee, Okmulgee
and Muskogee Counties. Leekly held court in one of the
tents and they rounded up a great many parties charged with
offenses, and Peld the preliminary hearing in the tent.
This became known as the "Woods Court", and was often re-
ferred to by prisoners thereafter., I do not recell how
many pe&sons were drrested on that trip, but it was a very
. large number,
One ¢f the early day residents and a personal friénd

af mine was David W, Yancey. He had come to the Indian
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Territory from Missouri, and had been sppointed by Judge
Springer as United States Commigsioner at Claremore.
Being quite & young man, Yancey,with some friends, went
to & dance one Bight which was held some distance in the
country. At that time there was a band of outlaws that '’
were operating in the vicinity and during the avening tﬁéy
appeared at the dance, and recognized Yancey, as one of

the outlews had been before him on somz charge. Yancey
and his friends were unarmed and the outlaws forced Yancey
to go out 1n'the yverd and drink yhiskey from a jug while
lying flat on his back. If you think this was not real
revenge, try it sometime.

At this period the four J?dges of the Indian Territory
were William M. Springer, V. H..H. Clayton, Hosed# Townsend
and Judge Thomas, and together they constituted the Court
of Appeals. They were all men of large stature and when
;hey sat together they were an ‘able body and présented a
distinguis?ed and dignified appesrance.,

In 1901 Judge Charles W, Raymond was appointed to

succeed Judge Thomas and I was appointed as his secretafy

and reporter of his ecourt. I had read law under the direc%ion
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of Judge Thomas and during the term of Judge Raymond
I took the examination and was admitted to the Bar.:

At the end of Judge Raymond's term he was Bucceeded
by Honorable William R, Lawrence aﬁd I was then appointed
Chief Deputy Clerk of the United States Court for the
Western District of the Indifm Territory, of which R. P.

harrison was Clerks When the Indian Territory became a

G,
:"part of the State of Oklahoma I was appointed Chief Deputy
Clerk of the Federal Court for the Eastern District of
. Oklahoma, a posi%ion which I held until Septerber 1, 1918,
 wheﬁ I res;gned to aﬂcent & position W th the Texas 01l
Company. "I was married to Alma Kline on April 17, l912.
We have ons sdn Davi F. Dickey Jr.
'n;;. ?15 On Oc%ober lsth 1899 the pasx‘Dis triet Deputy

¥ )h')

G&bnd Axalted Ruler Co Moo Saumoes of Texas,came to Muskogee

&.

-

’

and.organized,an»ﬁlks Ledge,knowgkae‘Muskogee Lodge No.

v
P

517 with thirty-eight charger, membgrs. I wes one of the
gropp. It was an active organkzation and the social features
added mueh to Muskogee soclety. Grand réceptions and balls

were held in the opera house and Adems Hotel. .Following

is the roll of charter members:
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Leo E, Bennett, Charles Nooré, J. H. loran, Walter
E. Howard, James M. Givens, Geogée H. Williems, H. J.
Evens, Joseph Frieshman, W. E. Bosoman, P. J. Byrne,
Lee G. Wilson, Davier. Yancey, George E. Garland, E. W.
IieClure, Frank B. k ttong, Guy L. Emmerson, Albert F.
Bnglish, Albert E./ Genung, W. T. Wisdoy, W. C. Jackson,
M. L. Bragdon, Ben F. LaFayette, William Noble, W; N.
Patﬁ%rson, William T. Huﬁchings,‘Dav1d F:*Dickey;pw.ﬂw;* e
Garland, George E;"guéhwéll,fggiiiiﬁ M;'Fq;dﬁ'cé ﬁ. Féley,
Dr. J. L. Blakamorg,.F;th;Aﬁ%éﬁs? Thomgészfsaqson, 6.G.

. >, e .
‘Moore, Harry O. Sheppard, Dr. F, B, Fite, Louie. A. Winston.
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