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DEak, JOIikK. INI'ERV1EV. 12250.

Johnson H. Hempton, °
Investigator,
Novembhexr 25, 190%7.

. &n Interview With Mr. John Dean,
A plonesr, Jumbo, Oklahom&.

I was born Februery 17th, 1849, in Galnoun County,
Alsbame, My father and mother did not come to s};ia eountry;
they lived at our old home until ‘thoy bo;.h d ied there and
wers buried at our old place. Afto: thes Civil war, I, in
compény with three others, left our old homs =nd started for
the new country; we had heuard of it but 4id not know any-
thing about it but we decided that we might find it a2 good
place to live and m;ako money whioh‘ we did for a while,

Ha left in covered wagons, came into Texas and stayed
there for a spell then we came on., It took us several days
to make the trip on account of yain and other k;inﬂrance and
high water; as well as I can remembexr we stoppsd near what
is npow Hugo. Then, there was no hugo and no railrcad there;
we camped there for e while, hunted deer and turkey; there
wore lots of them there then so it 4id not teke us long to
kill what we wanted to eat, we then moved on to what is now
Jumbo.

There was no Jumbo at that time; there was a small

_store put there by the lumber company for their workers %o
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trade at, so when We got theps we atretched our tent and
l;ent to hauling lumber; it was a long.haul from where we
were o the place where we took the lumber. I¥ must
have been about a fourteen wile haul to the railroad wherse
we took the luaber. It was &t & little place calied Moyers,
on the Frisco Reilroad where we hauled the lumber and un- |
loaded; they then loaded it on the cars and shipped it some

where else; we made good monaey on the haul.

This sswnill I am speaking of was loocated on the ——

mountains west of Jumbo; the timber was fine, lurge, yellow
pine timber and there were a good many white oaks thers, 1
do not know whether the sawuillers paid for the timber op
not but they sure did cut some fine pine timber end 1 guess
they made lots of money out of it.

7e lived in tents for & long while, then we bui%t us
box houses; thay wers callod'QQWmili ghacka.

We hed no furniture just only Qhat we brought in our
wagons and did not need much for #e wers camping out most
of the time any way and the sswmillers do not have nothing
but eamping ouvfits any way for they are moving from. one
sawill t0 snother every few days so we did not need but

very little furniture.
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1 was not old as 1 am now 8o 1 worked around the

¢ ,
mill while the boys hauled luuber; the lumber wes cheup at

that time. ) | —

#e could buy all the lumber we wanted at 3b.00 per
thousand; second grade lusber vwas not known s they burned
up the sscond grade lumber; then $hey took only first grede
lumber! of ccurse they wasted lots of luaber but I do not
guess it cost them anything & muxe the lumber out of the
fine timber they were cutting. 4% this sewmill, they bad
no school nor even church and the children ¢xraw up wild
around the mill; they were raissd up without an aducation
at that time.

Several years sfter that there .was company of men who
cang in there callipg themselves the Choctas Aaphalt Company;
they opened up an as;halb mine at thé place; wa then got a
post office thers and named it Jumdbo, so it is still going
by that name. Then, several small storos/wore put up and
we had a pretty good village. Ve then hauled the aséhalt
to Moyers, whers it was loaded on cars and shiiped sbmewherc.

"1 ®orked in the nines myseif then while the boys hauled.
I made good monrey mining with the other ainers. 4ifter the

mines got if operation then they orgmnized & school and
{
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a Sunday School end had preaching every Sunday. This mine
gave a good many pecpls work and they vLegan 10 come in there
for work 80 the viilage becuns a pretity goou sized pluce.
Soustime in pbout 1910 the Asphult Company put up a
spall, dinky railroad which they used in hauling the asphalt
from the mines so the people had to quit hauling it with
teams., Sonetime in\1914 the mine blew up and killed four-
teer men. 1 happineﬁ to be nut working that morning so 1
did not get xil .ed in the blow up, but those othére Jjust
had ggne down to work when it blew &p and kiiied that many.
Several others had not come down to go to work yet when it
blew up; the mine stopped then; they worked for a while;
they then closed it up’&hd it is still olosed to this day.
Yihen 1 wént to Jumbo, there were lots of wild game on
the mountains, deer, turkey and lots of fish in the creeks;
it was no troubls to kill a deer or a turkey &t any time a
man wanted to eat one of them and there was pienty of fish
in the creehs; the boys at the sanilfs lived on them and
some of the buys killed a few bears backh in the hilis,
There were no white people m&ch out there when ] firat came
thers; non® out on the farms, a few sawmill bhands around *ho

mill was about all the white peorle you saw but they got to

T

27



caoning in there after the mings were opesned, then, there
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were gpodlmany whites settled there and some went out on
the farms and went to farming. |

I have hqen at Ju;bo for a iopg tine; ] was & yod%g
man when 1 came here; I had a family though.

1 a» now eighty-eight years 91&, and wy mind is ﬁot
what 1t once was and 1 have losi my eyes end can't hear
mush now 80 I just can not tel: you all I do know and at
what dateé things occurred bubt 1 have had lots of experience
in my life since I have been living qq.'(:\.x‘nd‘.’fumbo.

‘ﬁy experienée with the Choctuw people has been just

as good &as any one would expect; when 1 first landed here
there used to be goud .any lndians lived around 5ora; they
would ggme over and s.t sround with me all day and some of
them would stay fur twu or three days with we but they were -
fine peopla.

We did not have to lock up everything when we left the

house; nothing was ever tLothered by them and they would not

take anything that did not belong to thex aund they were good
neighbors as any .en would wani. They never bothered anyhody,

they would fight among themselves &nd maybe kill one air}otherv ’
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Yut they would not bother any other people) I
' figure that they are the best neople on earth. I know
lots of them andhthay are all good frieuds of mine.

I have lived at Jusbo 50 long that 1 guess 1 will
end my days here for I du nut knox of any other place that
1 would be satisfied at if i wds to leave hers, Jumto is
twenty-two miles nurthesst of intlers. R

(Editor's Note: These interviews by Johnson li. -

Hamton, an iaaian, &are purpogely left practice lly

unchangsd. )



