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Johnson JU Jtampton, *
Investigator,
November 35, 1937.

_ An Interview With Mr. John Dean,
" A pioneer, Jumbo, Oklahoma.

I was born Febraery 17th, 1849, in Calhoun County,

Alabama, My father and mother did not come to this country;

they lived at our old home until they both died there and

were buried at our old place. After the Civil War, I , in

compiny with three others,left our old home and started for

the n$v country; we had heard of i t but did not know any-

thing about it but we decided that we might find i t a good

place to \ive and make money which we did for a while.

We lef t in covered wagons, can* into Texas and stayed

there for a spell then we came on. It took us several days

to make the trip on account o£ rain and other hindrance and

high water; as well as 2 can remember we stopped near what

i s now Hugo. Then, there was no hugo and no railroad there;

we camped there for a while, hunted deer and turkey; there

were lo t s of them there then so it did not take us long to

k i l l what we wanted to eat, we then saved on to whet i s now

Jumbo. <

There was no Jumbo at that time; there was a small

store put there by the lumber company for their workers to
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tra.de a t , so when we got th»x^ we s t re tched our t e n t end

went to hauling lumbar; i t was a long haul from where we

were to the place where we took the lumber. I t muat

have been about a fourteen wi le haul to the r a i l r o a d where

we took the lumbar. I t was a t a l i t t l e place ca l l ed foye r s ,

on the Frisco Railroad where we hauled the lumber and un- v

loaded; they then loaded i t on the ca r s and shipped i t some

where e l s e ; we made good money on the hau l .

This sawmill I am Bpeaking of waa located on the

mountains west of Jumbo; the timber was f i n e , l a r g o , yellow

pine t i a b e r and there were a good raany u n i t e oaks t h e r e , I

do not know whether the aavfuillers paid for the timber o$

not but they sure did cut some fine pine t imber end 1 guess

$hey aade l o t s of money out of i t »

We l ived it; tentB for a long while , then we b u i l t us

box houses; they were ca l led " s e ^ i H shecka.

We had no fu rn i tu re j u s t only what we brought in our

wagons and did not need raucfc for we were camping out most

of the tixue any way and the sawiiiillers do not have nothing

but camping o u t f i t s any say fo r they a r e moving from, one

oawmi.ll t o another every fev? days so we did not need but

very little furniture.
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1 was not old as I am now so I worked around the

mill vbll t the boys hauled lumber; the lumber was cheup at

that time. —•

Wo could buy a l l the lumber we wonted at #l>.00 per

thousand; second grade luiber was not known as they burned

up the second grade lumber} then they took only f i rs t grad#

lumberj of course they wasted lots of lumber but 1 do not

guesa i t cost them anything tip make the lumber out of the

fine titnoer they were cutting, i t th is sawmill, they had

no school nor even church and the ohildatm tjraw u^ wild

around th© mill; they were raised up without an education

at that t ins .

Several years after that there was eoapany of raen who

oaoe in there callijig themselves the Ohoctaw Asphalt Company;

they opened up an asphalt mine at the place; we then got a

post office there and named i t Jumbo, so i t is s t i l l going

by that name. Thau, several aaiall stores were put up and

w© had a pretty good village. Vie then hauled the asphalt

to Moyers, where it was loaded on oars and shipped somewhere*

in the mines myaeif then while the boye hauled.

X made good money mining Kith the othtr ainQTB. Attar the

mineo got In operation then they organized a school and
1
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a Sunday School and had preaching every Sunday. This mine

gave a good many people work and they began to oome in there

for work so the village beoana a pretty good aized place.

Sometime in about 1910 the Asphalt Company put up a

small, dinky railroad which, they used in hauling the asphalt

from the mines BO the people had to quit hauling i t tilth

teams. Sometime in 1914 the mine blew up and killed four-

teen men. 1 happened to be not working that morning ao I

did not get nil ed in the blow up, but those others juet

had gone down to work when i t blew up and killed that many.

Several others had nut oome down to go to work yet when i t

bleu up; the mine stopped then; they worked for a while;
r

they then cloaed it up 'and it is at ill closed to this day.

Whon 1 went to Jumbo, there were lots of wild game on

the mountains, deer, turkey and lots of fish in the creeks;

it was no trouble to kill a deer or a turkey at any time a

man wanted to eat one of them and there was plenty of fish

in the creeks; the boys at the sawmills lived on them and

some of the boys killed a Her, bears back in the hills.

There were no white people much out there when I first came

there; none out on the farms, a few sawmill hands around the

mill was about all the white people you saw but they got to
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cqcaing in there a f t er the min^s were opened, then» there

vrere good many whites s e t t l e d there arid sous went out on

the farma and went t o farming*

I have been at Jumbo for a long t i n e ; 1 was a young

roan when 1 came here; X had a fatally though*

I ojr. not? e ighty-e ight years o l d , and my mind ie not

what i t once was and 1 have l o s t ay eyes end can't hear

auoh now eo I just can not t e l l yju a l l I do know and at

what datea things occurred but 1 have had l o t s of experience
\

k '

in ay l i f e since 1 have been l i v i n g around Juabo.

My experience with the Choctaw people has been just

as good a.; any one would expect; when 1 f i r s t landed here

there used to be good ijany Indians l ived around here; they

would coos over and s i t around with me a l l day and some of

them would stay for two or three days with oe but they wejre *

f ine people.

We did not have to lock up everything when we l e f t the

house;,nothing was ever bothered by them and they would not

take anything that did not belong to them and they were good

neighbors a s any u&n would want. They never bothered anybody,

they would f ight among themselves and raaybe k i l l one another
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%mt thay would not bother any other p«ople; I

figure that they are the best people on ear th . I know

lo t s of them and they are a l l good frieruia of mine.

I have lived at Jumbo ao long tl.at 1 guess 1 wil l

end my days here for I do nut kno* of any other place that

I would be satisfied at if i was to leave here, Jurabo i s

twenty-two ai lea northetst of y.ntlere.

(Editor*8 Note: These interviews by Johnson H.

Kaj$,'ton, an iaaian, are purposely lef t pract ical ly

unchanged.)


