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DEAZsS, JOSEPH C. - INTERVIZN. 10368
Field Worker?®s name iwildred B. LicFarland
This ruport made on (date) liarch 29, 193§
) -~

1. Name R Joseph C. Dewees
9, Post 07tice Address. Jellston, vklahoma. !
3, Residcnce address (or location) F. 0. Box 263 -
¢ty DATE OF BIRTH: Month _ November Day 27  Yoar 1674
5, Place of birth t.onroeville, Indieana.

. R
6, Name of Father Samuel E. Dewees Place of birth Ohio

Other information atout father  Indian Fost Trader

7, Name of Mother -3liza Jane Gray Place of birth Chio

Other information about mother

8

Notes or complste narretive by the Tield worker dealing with the life and
story of the icrson-interviewed, RefTer to Manual for swiicsted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this forms Number of shcets attached 6 . ' °
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hcFarland, hMilfred B. - Investigator.
Indian Pioneer History - 5-149.
March 29, 1938.

Interview with Joseph C. Dewees.
Wellston, Oklahoma.

PR3
!

. . N
I lived on a farm near nonroeville, Indiana, until I

was fifteen years of age.
iy father had fought &1 tne Civil ¥ar. His Japtain

'was Benjamin Harrison who was, later, rresident, an& he
appointed my father Post Trader for the Kickapoo snd Iowa
Indian reservation. He was allowed one assistant or clerk
so he hired Jobn ¥. Caldwell to fill this position.

N Je moved to Wellston in November of 1889, Our quar-
ters and the trading-post, the only buildings within a dis-
tance of one-half mile, were set in a grove of trees,

-

#hen the reservation was opensd for settlement, a col- -
>ny of prople made a rushon the t?gding-post site; they
wanted it for a townsite.

Thomas D. Craddock, who was also a soldier under
captain Harrigon, filed a soldier's declaratory on the site
but was cgntesfsd and defeated by this:colony. However, he

vas allowed to prove up on the place, but he was to deed it

back to the townsite company.
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It was then surveyel into tosu lots and one hundred
tifty lots were divided among the peopls of the colony.

“he town was.called Fellston. Twelve 1ots on the site 5f
the old trading-post were allotted to my father. ily sister
and I étill live on the ~lace, =131 th: oli b.illin s
LaV 2 V23 Worn 1oak. }

Tohe trading-post wWas wSuaboioasd Lo L .0 50 2. 1:
42lls wid was always callzd 'rfhs Jeliston Jrading rost”.
fhe first merchandise sold there was freighted in from Ark-
anégs City. In 1820 the Government made the treaty with
the Kickapoo Indians on the site where our house now stands,
*

There were no schools until after the country was set-
tled. e boys would spend our time hunting deer. ée could
stand in our doorway and see dear most an& time.

ihe Sac and Fox reseryation was about thirtyr miles
away and I carried the mail on, horseback from tHe trading-

. post there.

The train robbsrs called the lJalton Gang would stop
quite frequently at the post for sapplies, and to rest their
horses, but they never gave us any trouble. About two aays

after sach of their visits, the United States troops would

always follow them.
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One day an old Kickapoo Indian came to my father and
\ ,

offered\him five ponies in exchange for my sister, Hattie

Jewses, | Of course he refused and the Indian wen't away very
{

much dis%ppointedu -

ﬂe'did quite a bit of trading in furs with the Indians,
as they never had much money. One day I killed five dser,
had a Kickapoo Indian to tan the hides and sold them to the
sac and Fox Indians. I then took the money to the Iowa
reservation and bought ;omw clothes,

de could hear the Iowa Indians beating their tom-toms

almost seven miles away when they were having their stomp

dances.




