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0ld Indian and Pioneer days as given

by Carrie Cyrus, a native negro wonan,

205 south Bufaule, Wewoka, Oklahome,

Carrie Cyrus was -the daughter of Dan and-

Angline Marshall who brought her to the Indimn A
Territory in 1878 %o live in the Seminole Nation,
ghe ia & negro na?ive woman. Her husband,. Derfhi g
Cyrus, who waes a wide-awake man,lwas brave and wanted
to keep peace in the Territory and was appointed as
one of the Light Horsemen in which office he served
for thirty years. He also was United States ﬁarshal
for five &ears “under John Cordell.

Carrie and her father belonged to the Seminole ,

Tribe but mother did-not,-

She sald that she had seen many an exciting
time here in the Nation as this was a resting ﬁlace
'for the outlaws. ‘The outlaws after meking their °
hauls would come to the territory to divide their
money and one of their main h£deouts wag about nine ‘f
miles north of what is new’Wewbka oﬁ Big Creek near P |
Chimney Mountain. Anotﬁér one was west of Kbnoya,
' Oklghoma. Such outlaés as the Daltons, Jemes Boys,
the.Youggers, the Crystel gang, Henry/;ggngland
Belle Starr: were often in this locality. Her husband

helpw«i capture some of these bad men.
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Th§ Indiens had many laws, meny or’ which were
likp the ones we have now, and they were strict
that their laws were not broken; end, if they -:ere
broken, the culprits were teken to the old whipping
poa.t tree and tied hand and foot snd whipped with a
hickory switch. For the first crime committed he
was given fifty lashes with the switch and for the
second 150; for the third crime, 250 lashes were
administered and if a murder was committed, death
was the penalty. When &1Indian committed such a
crime, he would be tried end the date set for his
execution, The Light Horsemen would teke the accused
home with them and tie him til1l the dey of punishment.
If tl:me crime was not too bad he would be turned
loose and told to come back on a certain day for his
punishment, and he would always be there even if
he had to swim a river to get therés On rtfiat day
he wuld be shot by two men firing at the seme time,

The’ Indian: peace officers were eglled Light |
Horsemen and all of the people feared them‘.

I a bad outlaw came in the Territory that

they wanted to catch, the Light Horsemen would

gather with what they called the Sneke Doctor, who

19
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would mix a quanity of herbs togethef; such as, Devil
shoe string, Conquer John and others not known. He
would put these into a big ket'le and put a fire under
it and boil this all together until it looked like
tea, Then the Horsemen would gather around the fire
and spit till they put the fire out.iBut during this 7
time the Snake Doctor was spitting in their faces
with the medicine that wes in the pot. This wes
supposed ﬁo carry them through battle without get-
ting shot,.

During hoétile times the ones that wanted peace
wore a corn gshuck in their hats and at home there
would be a white sheet or something white hanging on
the porch or the side of the house, so the others
could tell. how they stood.

They got their mail twice a week. It was
brought here from Eufaula by }wo men that went
horseback or in a buggy. @

I{ would take the carriers two days to make
the trip. The postoffice was in th; Wewoka Trading
Company building that was owned by C. L. Long and
others.

¥hen the Rock Island Railroad was built
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"thrgugh here the/Indians and uatives Zo’i}ld look and

wonder at the lpng steel rails that t % men were

l

| o~

putting on the/ground. There was ainya a bunéh of
men and women/’wa'bching them work. /ren word gc:;t

the Indiané and

o
out that a tx?ain was coming through,

Some were gcared

natives gat%red to see the train. //
i

to get vefy" close to the train. O/fi/ie native saiad
when he saw the train carnng,"Ev;r}body get back. He
is drunk.™
One day a trah; ran over some cows that belonged
to some Negro boys which made the boys ;nad, 50 they
tied logs, ,ties} and a lot of other things on the /

) > j
railroad track and said "trein kill cows, we kill

train.” The Indiaﬁs soon found that the rd lroad f";
was of great benet;"’it %0 them. They could get !/
their cows to maricet_ days quickgr th:n vhen they
had to drive them to market -in Kansas City.

$ow Dyes were Made

: .

‘ Dyes were n}'iade from polk berrieg, walnut

hulls, and oak tf!ark’, and. were made by putting the
berries, bark, (’Lr walnut hulls in waf.'er and boiling

until the water was colored goéd, then dropping &

small piece of alum into this to set the ‘color.

\
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Then they would dip the cloth or anything that they

were dying into this fluid.
g

How clothes were made
+» Clothes were made in the earlier days ﬂy spinL
ning the goods from wool and cotton that they raised,
or some were made from hides of wild animals'tha¥
they killed., But in later years they would go to
some trading post and buy their cloth and beads
from whichlthey'mdde their clothes. Belts and shées
' were decoﬁ;ted with the beads.

Shoes were made from skins iﬂat were tanned
by them by kurying in the ground with ashes:
Some of thé leather was bought at .the Trad{nghPost.
The women made most of the clothes’by hand.

4s for the food they had to eat, the Indians
always had plenty to eat as there wés plenty of
wild geme for them tolkill for their meat, _When
théy killed m&re meat then they ‘needed for that time,
they wéuid Eﬁt the bégt part of the deer or Qeef—
or anything that they killed into small‘gfrips and
'dry by putting pn.top of the house or somé other
place where it:couid be dried. The meat was turnsd

over everyﬁay t111 1t got thoroughly dried. The

.

’ -
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bones and joints were barbecued by putting over a
fire which was made of BickexrY wood and cooked until
i} was thoroughly browned.

?hoy raised thei; om corn, rice, and a few
other vegetables. Sofkaey was one of their fooas
that- was mgde ﬁ; taking cofn and mashing in a
large wooden block. - ) j . -

Storms and how to Excape

There was a eertain bird that hollowec when‘ii
_wes going {; rain but the name of this bird is not
known; |

When a storm is coming up, covéf dpnall mirrqrs
or‘anﬁthing else tﬁat you cén see yourself in:.£heﬁ ’~-'
go outside and teke an ex, and swing it around &nd :
around over your heed four times; then turn around
end face the wind, sticking the'ex in the groumd - . -
with the blade facing the wind, This'is Supposgd
to split the wind. The Indians never had a stom"™
cellar to get.in vhen a storm came up.

Medicines and their uses

Y

Their medicine was made from roots and herbs

’

gathered from the fields and woods.

For rheumatism they would take polk root,

-
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cook it in 8 pot until the roots were tender; then
crush; put in a small bag; then put. into shoe and
wear it end your rheumatism will dissppear. Or
take the water the roots were cooked in, rub it all
over éhe aching parts of your body. i

When beby has spasms, get creb grass end ﬁake
a tea.

And for the dropsey go to the woods and gather
some grapevines, boil these, meke a tee end drink it.
For. sneke §1te, teke snake root that grows.
wild in the woods; chew it up; spit on place that

has been bitten,« |

For gun and other wounds, take a certain

kind of wild roots (name not known); boil; make

- a redicine; theh teke buzzard feather and wash

wouhd out %ith this fluids - .

To cure the asthma, take a toﬁd frog; blow
your breath in his mouth; then put the frog in a
bo;: and the frog will take the asthma and you will”
ﬁotlhave it any more. ‘ |

How they caught fish

They would get'De§il ého; string and walﬁﬁt

leaves; put them in a sack; dreg it up end down in

the creek; and the fish would come to the top of

[

the water where they cg:fd catch them with their

. ]
"3
. -

3241



" the house, the women and girls on/the/ ther. Meny

_ CYRUS, CARRIE. INTERVIENW.

-3

525

‘ 8
hands or sh&ot them with b?w and afrows’ Aor" gunse. !
As for Sports .
They playéd what they call Indian ball with .
long hendled clubsy that were cup-éhaped on one end.
They caught the ball in this cup. Sometimes whan
they were plwing, thqy would get med and hit each
other with their clubs, sometimes killing each other.
Other gports were fishing and dancing wh;at they
called the stomp dence.
. They would build a big fire and the men and
women would dancg around it, hollowing and singinge.
The women wore gfound their legs terrapin shells with
shot or something in them to meke them Tattle.
Riding horses w;a a very favorite pastime,

Church

At church boys and men woula sit on }a/s’@f

times they would have Qig/fégéts that would last

_ for days.

When oné of the Indians died they would take

him %o their place of worship where they had services _ .

u&hti{'.ﬁhey got ready to bury him., Their ocoffins

" were made of lumber and sometimes they were made

p.
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of bark of trees and it was the custom to bury .
everything that the person loved with_them. Ir

one dised in the morning’ without eating breakfast
their me;1 wuld be p‘laced in some kind of conteiner
end placed on top of l;ouse, and left there for four
- days and nights, thinking they would come back and
"get their meal.lf part of it disappeared they would

say that the desd came back and got it.



