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Field Worker's name 138 B. Iank faord

This report made on (dats) —— December 27, 10%%.,

1, Name —__Dona GCurris -

2. Psst ~ffice Address ARBCCDAR .. Jont
3., Rzsidence address (or locatinn) 172G 51
4,  DATT ¥ WIATH: otk éaptambo:_ DAy . gg Year 1698
D Plzce »T birth Alvarado. Texas Johtson-Courd
4 —
, .
5. Tame of Father 144 qmith Place of birt. g o
Otlier informatisn 4bout father Business. man
7. lae L 7 stlher Tusnita Yest Place of birth A varedo
. et ?
Taxa
Other infoarmasion ab iy wother Musician apd he ®if
L

— -

ctes Ar comblete nurrative by Llie field worker dealimg with the
life and stomy ~f ti.e Jera~n interviened. Refer *o Mianual for
sugnested subjerts and guestirns. . Contirae on blank sheets if
necessary and attech firmly to thie fcrm. Number of sheets
attache . \
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Idc B. Lenkford,
Investigator,
December 27, }937.
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/An Interview with Mrs. Dona ©. Burrie,
/417 Cherry St., Anaconda, Hontena.

;

My daddy was & very hard working man when he was
young. He and Mother moved here from Alvargéo, Texas
when 1 wag fifteen months o0ld. The next ybar ny sister
 was born in a.half dugout. e lived inréhis d¢ugout for

avhile. e had tlirse nice rooms but ét much furniture,
My deddy rented the farm by cash rg#{%’ je lived on tﬁe
/
Gyple place for two years. #/

Une yecr uad paid $500.00 ;geh rgnt to &y, Lava Smith,
and the cotton was waist high ana loéked pretty. ie &nd
Mother were out looking st the cotton ore day snd thought
they would make lots of mone}. Before nigkt a little cloud
came up &xl haijlao the cotten to the ground. Then there
we were vwithout & dime,.

My mother used to take me and ry sistor And put us in
a.buggy; we had an 01& ﬁare which was gentle. ~he would
go three miles for my daddy to get his plow points sherpened,

and when the blacksmith would get through and put them in the
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buggy this old mare would raise up on her back feet
and walk off i1ike a men. The blacksmith would try to
hold her and my mother would s8y to turn her laoosse.
About that time the mere would make & leap and run for
2 little way.

In 1912, we lived on a farm that had lots of peach
traes and most of Sister's and my time was spent in
these trees eating per ches., One day, 1 remember very
well, an old Indian buck came by and stopped. ¥e said
he wanted san; peaches, He couldn't telk very well, and
& big knife fell out of his heck, but we were not efraid
of him. ¥e gave him lots of peaches. The next year
we moved close to the Indians and bought & farm. we also
leased an Indien fsrm through Mr. Seger at Colony. H& wes
the Indién agent. .

) One year Dad had & lerge herd of Poland China hogs
and cholere got almost all of them, and when & hog would
die we would call the Indians and they would come and get
it and eat it.

At night we could hsar the Indians baving & war

dsnce and they had a usean they would eat and then say
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that they would "go to happy hunting ground”. They
tried to get us to eat one of these beans but we were
afraid to.

We always liked the Indians and sone of the Indisn
women would come to see my mother at tines.

0ld Jock Bull Besr wes an . ¢ 4ndian who had guite
a large family. <In the winter time they lived in & wern
house all fixed up nice and in tﬁé Spring time they would
move out into @ tepee. )

I have seen my mot:.er seli eggs for 10 and 15 cents
per dozen and butter for 25 cents a pound.

il cen remember when Cordell hed a wooden courthouse.
It burned thoug &nd they built the one they hsve now.
My grandfather Best's pame is in the- corner stone.of the
courthousa.. Charlie Besst stores used to bs near the creek
east of the town, Mr. ﬁ;len had a grocery store where
the Farmer's National Benk is now, apd Mr. Stinemsn had
& racket stores. The town was not very lerge; 1 know we
used to wear lots of A. B. C. silk dresses when we were all
dressed up. WG'also vwore besutiful sll-over embroidsry

dresses. 1 can remember the first silk hoss I ever saw.

L]

%61



‘)(l -\
f)c}‘
{62
CURRIE, DONA INTERVIEY 0527

-4 -
ke 81l wore nice lisle hose. My grandfather Smith
bought one of the first Ford Cars that wes put out an§
he had to get out and light the lamp in the Ford with a
match.

One time my dad was across the Washita River plowing
Indian lend to meke a crop and a big rolling cloud came
up and he took out his team and started fér home. Just
es he crossed the river .ridge, he looked back and the
bridge went out and he came on homs and tied his team
and atérted into the &ve whare Mother and we girls were
and our house blew away, <Lhere we were again without
a dime. Dad built back again and kept on trying.

leter we moved to Cordell and bought a picture show
and we ren that show eighteen years and then Dad soild the

show and at this tims h8 is running & pool hall.



