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/An Interview with Mrs. Dona " . iSurrie,
417t Cherry S t . , Anaconda, J&mtana.

daddy was a very hard working man when he was

young. He and Mother nioved here from Alveratio, Texas

when I was fifteen months old. ?he next year ny s i s t e r
/

was born in a>half dugoute »fe lived in th i s dugout for

awhile. \!e had tJirse race rooms but nfot pvuch. fumitvire.

My daddy rented the farra by cash rea r . ,:je lived on the

Gyple piece for two years. /

^ne yetr uad paid |500.00 ^ash rent to ^ r . Davi anith,

and the cotton wa6 waist high ana looked p re t ty . He and

Mother were out looking at the cotton one day and thought

they would meke l o t s of money. Before nigJit a l i t t l e cloud

came up aai haile^ the cotton to the ground. Then there

we were without a dime.

My mother used to take ne and ny s i s to r and put us in

a buggy; we hsd an olft :aare which ivas gent le . ~be would

go three miles for my daddy to get his plow points sharpened,

and v«hen the blacksmith would get through and put them in th©
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buggy this old mare would raise up on her back feet

aud walk off lik» a noa. The blacksmith would try to

hold her and ray mother would say to turn her loose.

About that time the as re would make a leap and run for

a l i t t l e way.

In 1912, we lived on a farm that had lots of peach

trees and moat of Sister 's and my tine was spent in

these trees eating pe> ches. One day, I remenber very

well, an old Indian buck carae by and stopped. ue said

he wanted soras peaches. He couldn't talk very well, and

a big knife fel l out of his hack, but we were not afraid

of him. && gave him lots of peaches. The next year

we moved close to the Indians and bought a farm* «e also

leased an Indian ferm through Mr. Seger at Colony. He was

the Indian agent.

One year Dad had a lerge herd of Poland China hogs

and cholera got almost a l l of them, and when a hog would

die we would call the Indians and they would come and get

i t and eat i t .

At night we could hsar the Indians having a war

dance and they had a bean they would eat and then say
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t h a t t h e y would "go to happy h u n t i n g g round" . They

t r i ed to get us to eat one of these beans but we were

afraid t o ,

We always liked the Indians and ao.-.ie of the Indian

women would cone to eee my mother at times.

Old Jock Bull Bear was an • .c Indian who had q d t e

a large family. In the winter t ine they lived in a warn

house a l l fixed up nice and in the Spring time they would

move out into a tepee.

I have seen my mot:.er se l l eggs for 10 and 15 centB

per dozen and butter for 25 cents a pound,

1 can remember when Cordell had a wooden courthouse.

I t burned thouf- "and they bui l t the one they have now.

My grandfather Best 's name i s in the corner stone of the

courthouse^ Charlie Bast s tores used to be near the creek

east of the town. Mr. Molen had a grocery store ^Viere

the Farmer's National Bank i s now, and Mr. Stineman had

a racket s tore . The town was not very large; I know we

used to wear lo t s of A. B. C. s i lk dresses when we were a l l

dressed up. We also wore beautiful a l l -over embroidery

dresses. 1 can remember the f i r s t s i l k hose I ever saw.
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fee a l l wore n ice l i s l e hose . My grandfather

bought one of the f i r s t Ford Care t ha t wee put out and

he had to get out and l i g h t the lamp in t he Ford with a

match.

One time my dad was ac ross the Washita River plowing

Indian land to mke a cropland a big r o l l i n g cloud Game

up and he took out h i s team and s t a r t e d for home. Jus t

a s he crossed the r i v e r . . r idge, he looked back and the

bridge went out and he came on home and t i e d h i s team

and s t a r t ed in to the sve where libther and we g i r l s were

and our house blev. away, ^-'here we were again without

a dime. Dad b u i l t back again and kept on t r y i n g ,

l a t e r we moved to Cordell and bought a p i c t u r s show

and we ran t h a t show eighteen ye&ra and then Dad sold the

show and a t t h i s t i a e ha i s running a pool h a l l .


