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- j)aideo B.Blnnd.
Journalist, "
October 25, 1947,
An lnterview vith Mrs., Suste
Crocket, Altus, Oklahoma.

- Father raised horses as well as farmed, when I was
ten years old Father cama into this country and rilea for
land. We brought all the household gooda we could pack
into a wagon, hitched two horses to it and some one came
along with us to drive the loose stock. This was in 1880
and you simply picked out your location, plowed around it '
end filed when you got ready. Father pitched our tent in ~
A madquite gréve and begen to dig & hole in the grognd for
us to live in. '

¥hen he thought he had the hole big en?ugh they out
poibs and walled up the sides and over the top. A chimney
was built in one side 3Ifthls'and in two places on each
side & box mas set in for a window and ventilation and the
whole was covered with the native gress over the logs and
then dirt was put over the gress. —_—
X There never wos 8 %ime when it rained for a number of
déys that our dugout did not leak although we lived in ib
7 S

for many yesrs. Two children were born there and an eleven

year old brother died in the dugout befcre & house was ever
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built. T;a floor was dirt. irter a year or{tﬁo e small
600k stove uaa'plaoed in one cournmer for lighégr cooking

but m?st all cooking was done on ‘the fireplao;\

Father brought twenty-five head of mares &nd young
h;rsoa with us basides our stallion.

Fathor pioked a place not too far from water in a
mesquite grove and us he was higging our dugout, we heard
shouts and runnlﬂg feet and hoofs.

Father came running up out of the ground to see whst
wap the matter aud we sawW;';érga hexd of antelope headed '
our way with some indisns in Lot pursuit. The Indians were

‘eéting a8 they came. Father had us all to run out of
the tent into tﬂe bole he was digging and throw ourselves
on the bottom of thepit. Then he went out to meet the
Inﬂia;;: ‘He scoldea them apd they seemed very sorry saying
they hed not thought of there being & white man and his
tepes in the thibﬁet.. o

To prove their sorrow they divided the mesct of the
antelope which they had xilled with us. There were sqveral
arrows in our tent but no one was hurt.

The Indians alﬁays remajned friendly with us. They

/

often visited us and we w,yi sometimes afreid of them when
’ /
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Pupu'wih gone for ﬁpey;naveﬁ said a.word when they came.
The first.we would kinow of thelr being on the place, they
" would come walking right down into our home. I1f they saw

e

anything to eat they always holped themselves and if they
'did not see anyth;ng to ea£ th;y would ask for whoahaw
(mnat)'corfee or tobacco and if wa t0ld them we were rearly
out they would look ground to find some. Mothser usually
fed the indiens what she had for she hed learned that that

was the esasiest way to get rid of them.

FOOD.,

We kapt out traps for ;ilQ animals and tiah'Pooks for
£ish out sll the time. And these traps and hooyp had to be
viaited*v;ry day.

We lived on wild maat)oniy going to Vermnon twice a
year for suger, flour, coffee, dried fruit and such things.
Wépsudily hed enough pelts or bides to send along for the
\grécofios needed, The relts which we collected and sold
rurgiahed allathe spending money we children evar had but
‘a8 we always sent for whatever we happened to want and never
went to town there was not much desire for honoy. #e learned

to tan hides &nd took great pride in the number of hides we

would acoumulate.
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Mother and Pa had twelve children, six girls and six
boys.

kN
1 was not the oldest child but. l was the olaest girl

R

and prided myself that i could do anything my brothers .°

couid do. I had my trap line ana ouce 1 remewmber when two
of my older brothers and I were out looking at the traps

1 had & wolf in one of nine end they drew blank. They told
me 1 could not kill so big an anizal and would hove to give
them a share in‘the relt to get them to‘kill it for me. I
a#}d; "1 won't"; 1 went back to the tent and got &« tenx'

pole and beat that wolf to aeath with that pole. 1 cen

- #ee that wolf run and snerl after all these years but I

got the job done and skirred the carcass nyself.

I would milk twelve and fifteen coOws and get sucﬁ 8

bucket of milk thet some of the big boys would have to coms

and bring the milk Yo the house for me, 1 could milk the .
cows but was not big enough Lo carry s; lerge & buctietl of
milk. ' |
WATER.
Water wag a problem. In the summer the creek water
was 80 brackish that it was not good for either men or

beast.
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Pather and thg boys dug a well and.the water was
always 600l enough to drink and there was enough fof all
the stock. It was lots of work to drew water for such a
Iarge herd of Snimnls and the ﬁatg} we s 80 hérd that
nothing could bs cooked in it unlese it wee boiled and
broken sad lye was all we had_gg'break it with and that
lye had to Se drirved fronm a hoprer. "

CLEARING THE LAMD,

¥

Father and the boys grubbed all the mesquite stumps

- out Oof the lend so it might be cultiveted for wheat mostly.

‘Our land wes tight and did not lend itmself to the
cultivating of fruits or a variety of vegstables.
FARM ANIMALS.

’ onto
We brought 2 coop of chickens an& a box of hogs tied/

the back of the megon with us when we ¢ame and always hed
plenty of liogs for all the meat;ye needsed but ;ere not 8o
fortunate with chickans.‘ There were too many enemies of
fo;la. ) |

- Hawks, oils; volves, poclecats, badgers, coons and any

of them would come right up to"the house and help themselves

whenever they took & notion.
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He used to kill so many hogg that we never used all
the bony partd. We oixrgd the hams ard made sausags 6? the
shoulders Qnd lard and socep grease out of the heads end sides.

We had meat on the table for avery mesl and very often
wo had two or three kinds of meat on the table.

e had fish most every day in some way. Once when
brothexr and I went alone to look aftef the hookr we rot such
e large catch that we were latze in getting started back to
the hopaa. We had two dogs with us, After we got -out op
the prairie the wild cattle took. after us. There was%®thing
for us to do to get <;ut of their way except to climb a tree,

Brother pushed me up into the low branches of the tree
and soms way cliimbsd up himself. There we sf.ayéd all worn-
ing. The dogs came and lsid down under the tres out of the
sun; ‘ |

Yathier came hunting for us. Mother was éfraid thet we
had been drowned. Vhen Father found us' ke po'ix:;;;eﬂ out that
that we were such a little way from the ground thst had the -
cattle t;een after us théy would heve gotten us any way;

They were really art;r ;th'e doga and bad we sicked the dogs

on them they probably would have run eway and when the dogs

lay down, the cattle went on to feeding quistly.

) s{:\i}t‘ > ‘
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Dnee when we went to bed it was rainiﬁq but not
hard when in the night mother waked up and 8;16 to Pu,
“Jump up quick 1 hear water; we will havé to put buckets
under the leaks". Pa hopped out of bad into water to his’
waiat and he wes certainly Erightenea. They waled all us
children and went further ur the hill nearly a nile to
grandfather Jemes' dugout and we hed to stay with them
for o¥er & month before we could ever get fixed again.

1 think we had to dig another dugoug as we never could
stop the seep in the 0l4 one.

We lived like badgers in the ground. Onoce we'wore'
burnt out by preirie fire, and had to seek refuge for
éevcral weeks in the fort that wes at the mouth of Otter ’

<

Greak,

-

ﬁo always thought that the Indiens set .the fire but

never had any real proof.

My father and brother my two grandfathers on both sides

of the house and an uncle all took up land. I think tho
kin in 81l ha& three sections of land joining each other
and we all l;ycd }n this way for many y&ars. The grave of
"Brothe" a young brother, of Grendfather and Grendmother

James and agyerel other graves are,on the hill side of
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our gquarter yet although the quarter passed out of
Father's hands, yesrs sgo. Mother and ta%her poth 4 iod
"at Flk City not so meny ysears < Mother was eighty-~
Beven years old.
tihen little brother died the¥s was no one near us
but some cowboys in & line camp ab;uﬁ ten milea away.
The cowboys came &nd dug the grave and made 2 box to lay
him a%ay in. The cowboys sang.a song an¢’my gramfather
James prayed'a rrayer and that was all. Only the family
and near relatives and the cowboys were there. |
I havé never been back to the old place sinocs it
pessed out of our family’s'hand slthough it is not so
farbnay.

SCHOOL.

A hole in the ground lined with poles and also covered
with poles wa; ocur school room. Ve 8¢t on spiit logs for
benches. .o

The teacher had & chair whigl &other lent her with
2 raunide bottﬁm 1 it,and & home-made table. Father
polished the teacher a cow horn to "cell books" with. I

had only one book for the first two yeers, a blue-backed
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speller. My third year arithmetic was added to my»'
gourse. [ naver had a pen and ink unéil after 1 was fifteen.
We always used s slate and pencil. Teacher would sat Qn
a ocopy on the slcteto learn to write by.
Our dugout was s0 large that three beds could be puf
up in it so’ the teacher alnayg atayeq‘ut our home. I got

to sleep vith her and thought that very grand. She took

4

her dinner slong to school with ug in the same tin bucket
and we 211 ate, topether and 1 thought that«éés grand, too.
fie always had meat in the lunch and something aweet. if

there was nothing sweet ready Hother would butter biscuit

w
end put sugar on them whils they wers hot and they were

¢ )

good , too, ‘

fle nost sliweys had & baksd swesty potate - and nuts

i

were plentiful. The tescher was peid by peopie wsking up
money for her. %e went to school as lifg as the money
lasted and started agonin whenever some one‘would get out
and -make up somA\:mre, money by asking for it and later
people paid by the number of children they hed in schoal
and children any age 6ane after they were eight years éld.
We never had oveé tvelve or fifteen pupils ard soms or’

them were bearded men. We 4id not have many big girla.

L4
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FURNITURE,

1 can't'rcmember my first looking gless but when I
@t xitI /: a:nat,big girl. Ve had wooden hedsteads and
.6£;I;a with hide bottoms, a home-made table to eat off
of and barrels to kesp flour, sugar and such things in.

A meat box wes used to sit on when the top was on it.

All cooking Vessels ware iron. Pot hooks and ukilfbt
end lids were all iron. Mother hed several of them as
well &8 iron pots and flat irons to smooth the clothes with.

Our dishes wers tin and white china and our knivea
and forks were steel with iron handles. |

when iother waahéd, the clothes weve soread- out on
tholpugheﬁ and weeds to dry. Boiling was dong out of
doors in an iron kettle and we mede all our own aoap‘also
in this kettle. ie had an ash hopper that the esghes were
always emptied }nto and 1£ ves & hard job to get the water
when Mother would start her drip for lye.

when thrashing wes done we usuelly had to cook for
about twenty-five men. We would make & big fire on the

outzide of the dugout and have all the lids and skillets

full of bdbread or pies while the meat waes being rousted

o
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in the dugout before the fire or it was boiled in the

L 4l

pots.

It would be some job. Weé would begin cooking ibefor.ﬂs
day, ‘lbthor made a salt rising light-bread out of neal
that was certainly good and she elways tried to heve\\a
batoh of this kind of bread ready for company amd bi
orowds that way. ¥%e loved this bread as well as vré did
cake. There was always plenty of good butter, fresh and
swaet. e kept our drinking water in a cedar bucket and
drank out of a 'gc;urd. fie were carefgl;:ur gourd dipper
and planted gourds each year so that we might, have new anes.

i remember one rainy winter that Fa asould not get to
(tow‘n for we were surrounded by water almost as though we
lived on an islend. The bugs got into the flour and Kother
did not know what to do for we had never heard.of a sifter.

We all sat around the fire and picked worms out of the
flour £0r Mother to make little omskes of and thoss ilttle
cakes were all we had in our stookings for Christmas. It
sgoms ‘liko we were always happy though.

- We had to sew with o ur fingers and I slweys hatéd to

see Ma ec- in with a big batch of sewing for 1 knew it

meend long hours sitting by her side asewing msams for 1
- /
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than
would much retaer be out with the boys/to sit in the

houge and sew, I could help the boys with the plowing
or trapping but bha& twould nevermhelp me with the sewing.
{ huve plowvec Lorses and oxen,tuo,to walking plows.
I heve run & binder to cul the shest into bundies &lso.
The thrashing was cone by horse power;
Hard work lote of seat to eet and gyp weter to drink

s
won't kiil smybody for i m}/fﬁm glive. .

vy
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