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frith
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1119 8. Virginia
BartleevillB, Oklahoma

Mr8.B3.fcen DaYis-Ounningham wae. born

Ootober 14, 1894, at BraggB, Moekogde

Ooutity, ladian territory. j

Fath«r- Wiili8 DfetTie was bora in

Tennos8«« and was removed to^^he Indian

Ttrritory with the Indians when he was

two years old, and settled at" Flint

with hie parents. He died In 1911 at

the ago of 66 years and i s buried in

the MoOraokon Oemetery at Braggs*

Mother - Polly YellowbirdtDavie

was born in 1872,' near sallisaw, in

what is GQW Sequoyah Oounty, Indian

Territory. She was enroll#d at^Tahle-

quah, ia.a half breed Ohsroke©, but

her parents were ful l bloods* She died

in 1911 at the age of 39 yeats.

My mother was given to Elisabeth

Keys, by her parents, when she was a

ohild. ohe knew nothing of her parents



-CUNNINGHAM, ELLE/j (MRS1.) INTERVIEW,

7045 'y'yi()(\

or what degree Indian blood she had

unt i l the /estate was set t led after their

death. /

SARLY SCHOOLS AKD MISSIOIT& •

History teaoheei us the f i r s t sohfttl ,

was taught in a mission, founded by Her*

Chapman, on the ifeoshq river in 1820*

This school was taught by the missionaries /

who taught t.ba ^Indians re l ig ion and later /

established a school for them, when the

Oivil war broke out t h i s school was olosed*

After the ^ar the ohurohes again /

began their work with the Indians*

B^esbyterian, Methodist and Baptisi/ denom-

inations" hatf a great influanoe over the

schools that n/-ere supported by tbb t r i b a l
• i

governmant. In the early 70fs the 6j9iholios

established c/sohool at Saored Heart, and

later smaller missions among the Osages.
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The Male Seminary and the Female

Seminary of the Cherokee Bat ion Mai

established at Tahlequah la I860, bat

had been closed gor many yeare on aocount

of lack of funds. In 1875 these schools

were reopened and ran by the Cherokee

government and were not under denomi-

national control*

Schools were soaroe in the vicinity
of

were I lived and when I beoamezschool

age my Uncle, Allison saris, who had a

fair education, taught his children and

myself*

The first school I attended was a

country school near Bragg*, This was one

room, built of Sycamore IOPB, boarded up

on the butside with clapboard and had a

shingle roof* Our seats were long home-

made benches- with high, straight baoke

and were made of planks* We studied

lioQuffty'B reader and wrote on slates*
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This school house had the aeoond

ahingle xodt I eyer saw*

I attended the Cherokee National

Seminary at Tahlequah in 1907-08 for

two terms*

CHURCH ACTIVITIES

The prinoipal denominational organ*

isat ions were the Presbyterian, Methodist

and Baptist* These churches have carried

on the missionary work among the different

tr ibes over a number of years, and are

s t i l l working with some of the tr ibes

at the present time*

Our church was held at the Mountain-

side school house in the winter, and in

a brush arbor in the sunmer* The Baptist ,

Methodist and Christian denominations

worked with us*

THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES
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The Wire Civilised Tribes Is composed

of the Cherokee, Ohootaw, Ohiokasaw, Greek

and Seainole Indians.

The original homes of these tribes

was la the southern part of the United

State's, an* these five tribes appeared

to be more civil ised than the others and

began their early advaaoement before w

OolumbuB 4i*oovered the new world In 1492*

They had aoquire4 the European ways in

the early history of our oonatry*

The Be tribes Iwgaaathe lmproTem^nt of

their government by passing lar7S for the

proteotlon of tbeir nation., as early as

1830# One of their earliest laws was

passed tovprohibit the sale of liqutr

piong the Indians* another law they S

enacted was forbidding intermarriage

with the negroes*

The greedy ^hite settlers wanted the
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rloh land's, Inhabited by the lad lane

and the government advised th* Indians

to remove to the West, where they oould

•naot thoir own tribal governmtit with-

fut disturbance.

The first tribe to consider trad- ..*

ing pait of their land for holdings in
0

the west were the Ghootdfrf* Their land

was In Mississippi and Alabama* Their

Chief Bushmataha ,was a great hunter and '

was acquainted with the country known as

the Indian territory, and carefully

this domain for his people* Theii; olsim

was a l l of the southern part'of the Terri-

tory, a region lying between 1rne Sputh

Canadian am Bed rivers, and extending

east the Arkansas' boundary and weet to ..the \
1 d

boundry of the present state of Oklahoma*

There i s a oounty In the southeastern

part of the state named In honor of their
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famous Shief. poahmataha.

The Qhiokasaws, who a a olaims lay In

KontuokW,, *7estern Tennessee and northern

Mississippi were the aext to surrender

thett land in a treaty to the United

States, signed by their Chief Tlshomingo,

leaving them homeless* In 1837 they etoured

a home among the Qhootaws. The town of

fishomingo i*ar* named for their beloved

ohief, who died on the trip west.

Tha Greeks claimed Alabama and Geo¥"-

*gia as their original home and did. act

want to give up their lands* They passed

a tribal law, saklng/a death penalty for

a Oreak to se l l their tribal land,.however,

the United states did make agreements

with some of the Creeks and purchased

their holdings• In 1806 a treaty was made

giving the Indian land in Georgia for a .
"t • •

home In the Indian Territory.
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Florida was the home of the relative

tribe of the 0 reeks, the Seminoles. The

treaty fas signed In 1832 but the tribe

until their o

ed with the treaty artfwas dieaatief

oarrled on a war with the United states

lef was captured and im-

prisoned. This broke the spirit of the

Seminolsa and in 1842 they ware-removed

to the Indian Territory and settled

among t be Creeks. ,

The Qhorokee/tribe was divided Into

two divisions known as the Eastern. Ohoro-

keee and tha Western Oherokees* Their •

original home was in'the mountains1 of the

"arollnas, Georgia and Tennessee. They

were oonsldered the leading tribe of

Amerioatt Indians*

Sequpyah, or Gsorg© Guess i f the west«
Oherokee

em Oherokees, Invented the/alphabet of

86 te t ters t In 1821, enabling his people
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to read and write their own language*

Ht was an out8tanging aharaoter among

hie tribe and was later their Chief*

The Oherokee tribe was the last r ;

to leave their hoae land* They were

forced by the government to surrender

their land in 1836 when they removed

to the Indian Territoey. Their land >

was looated in the northeast corner of

the Indian ferritory* - j

journey west haa been rightly

.named "fhe Trail of Teare»n They were

heart broken over leaving their homea

and the land t fasy loved.

''They were moved in wagons part of

the way, then on boat and the remainder

of the way on foot or wagons, There was

muoh suffering among the movera, partly

9&ur \ by alokneaa, and hardships of moving

aa<', {ast.bui ndt least , homesickness*
1 / ; • * -
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ALLOgfoffiBT OF LAgD

The Indians had no assurance they

would be permitted to l i t e in the Indian

ferritwsjr permanently, as the land was

held in common by tfeibal members and

whites, or United States o i t i sens . The

Indians were.reluotant to give up their^

trifral^government and the system of hold-

ing land In oomaon.

In 1893 the Da*̂  Oommission was

appointed to treat with the Indians of

the Five Oivili»ed Tribes wi$h th/e object

of inducing thep to take their lands in

aeveralty and suAender their right to

Tribal rol l s «>ere made up and olassi*

fled.and the land a l lo fe l . The land was

allotted so as to give each member, so far

as possible, a fair anfi equal shaire, con*

sidering the location and valuation of the land*
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allotment"nas 70 aorstf naar

Lenapah, • in Jfomta bounty, go aorss near

ae-aggsr^a ltaskogse/fN|f||Kaad- 10 aores _ . ' " .

at I l l inois Station, on the I l l inois ,

river in Oherokee County. X em f i l td in

Muskogee as & quarter Ohorokee, but I

am one-half Cherokee. }fy roll'

is 669V, " ' • " '

Oklahoma was a wonderful hunting

ground* Here *ere t̂ E» buffalo, e l i t

antelope, panther, wolf and bear* besides

the smaller game euoh us bdayer, otter,

mink, raoaonn,/opossum, Rabbit, musltrat

and prairie dog* of course, \ 'did nit see

the buffalo, elk ana bear, but I have eeen

many wild animals in the Ooekson h i l l s . we
; w • • • . - ' . * . " \ - . . . •

always had a variety of fresh meat* >

î he principal game-birds wsre. thrwild'

turkay, prairie ohioken «** ouall and wild

pigeon* 4 . :. -
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fixer6 was a salt spring lake on

my Mother's allotment. They dag out %

plaoe at the spring and.set a log deep

in the barfi • The deer and cattle a&me

here for a.salt liok« .
A -

V.

X remember the big wolf a&d fox ohaeee

the Indians tised to'stage. Uy unoloB,

Jaoi:, Joe and Levi Oookeoa.lived on the

Il l inois river, eighteen miles east of

Bragge, in what i s now Known as t,he Oookson

Hil ls . Tbfey bad a big ranoh and the hunting

party always started at their piaoe. The

Ooo^eon Hil ls were, my uncles• allotment*,
-' • ^ « '

These ohases were held every year and ' ,

the hunters were much exoited at this time*

AGRIOUIffUKE \ "

Our ohief oropt were oorn and ootton. .

tfy father was.a white oan and was well _

adTanoed in agriculturei however, our

impl^twnts were or tide and most of them

were homemade. The Iron plow had been
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i a existence for many years , but not

i n our v i o i n i t y . Te used what m e known

as wQOd beam plows*

The harrows were made in an "A" shape*

They were made of l o g s , with, holes "bored

about eight or ten inches apart , with

wood pwns placed i n the ho l e s , for t e e t h .

She drag used to smooth the plowed

ground was made of l o g , with one side

hewn smooth* There was a chain attached

to aaoh endof the log to p u l l the drag*

X remember the f i r s t wire fence i n

our r i o i n i t y was on San Pie»oe f s sheep

ranch* Mrs* Fierce was my gather 's cousin*

BARLY HCKB*

Our f i r s t home was on (Jreenleaf Mountain

near Greenleaf Oreelt, north of BraggB. The

house was a double log house with 4 .hall

through the center* There were two large

roans i n front with a clapboard k i tchen
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on the baok atf a large portfh aoross the

full length of the front. we had a native

•tone f ireplace, for heat, fhe roof was

made of, clipboards. My father made the

clipboards and also made g$st* aaatferwed

the plaae with a stafee and rider fenoe.

We had a dug well of soft oold water, looa-

ted about one-fourth mile from the house.

The top of the mountain, where our house

was located, ?&3 about one fcile wide, giving

08 a beautiful view of the country.

Most of oar neighbors cooked on the

fireplace, but we had a stove. My father

being a white man, we haa better advantages

than our neighbors. *e had woodenfreds and

a sewing machine. Our ohairbottoms were

made of Bpllt hickory nut and elm bark.

¥• had a big cedar churn with a four paddle

dasher«

Wt used wood for heat and kerosoae for
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lights* sometimes when our kerosene would x-

run out, we baaned home-cade tailor? oan*

dl«»tana flyoamore balle tied in a oloth,

wrapped tight until about seven inches in

length* These were put in a oup or oan of

grease and used for lights*

tfe bought our supplies.at Alex

store, looated on South Main in

We bought green ooffee in 10 pound l o t s ,

at six oents & pound, and roasted i t in

the oven* .

My father hauled hie ootton to Muakogee

and I l l inois Station to the railroad*

Ky parents separated when X waB a child

and we children ^Lived with my father* My

Aunt wove linsey for our olothing and knit-

ted our 8tookings»

PERRIES

Smith's ferry was looated between Bra^gs

and Uaako^ee, over the Arkansas river* One
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time we i^re ososslog on t h i s ferry, whan

our oolt , about tight months old, reared up

and jumped over tne polt that formed -a formort.

a protection around the ferryt went under

the boat on t he east and oarne out on the

vest side* Some one on the banks, roped

azti helped him out* Loonoy Hammer operated

thin ferry.

* TOLL BBIDGg

There was a t o l l bridge looated about

10 ml lee oaet of Braggs, orer the Arkansas

rlrer.

There was a post office looated near

0oakeon, where we reoelTed our mall*

IffDIAH POTTBRY

The Iodlans made pottery from a certain

kind of Qlay, washed out of the mountain «

s ide / and various methods were used* Some*

times the olay was shaped on forms, where

they were le f t until dry, while some made

the pottjtry "free hand" and used no forms.
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but these were tory oradt and

shaped*

Some tribes used another method by

rolling the olay into long, thin oo i l i ,

then wind the ooil round, and round,

one on top of another,en 4 f lat bottom

of olay until the desired \height was

reaohed* Thie was a tiresome method, for

sometimes when they were baked, the heat

would oraok the olay*. causing the work to

be done orer again*

The ressels were baked and deoorated

with beautifuJjffoolored deslgnsf with

paint mmUt from Juioee of berries, leares

and roots* Brown was made by boiling if&l-

nut huXLe in water, persimmon bark made

a golden yellow* Yellow was also made

from Oat M&, 'g*ey, fronUMsMo tops, brown

from hltkory^MsIr bark, and purple from

pokQ berries* Blaok paint was made from

•harooal
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BA8KBT WBAYIHG

Basket wearing was another art of

the Indians. These basketB were woven

from Hickory and willow* Baokbush reed

was UBed for the foundation and they were

t i e d with raffia.

SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC?

My f a t h e r had the amajjpox during t h e

t e r r i b l e epidemic*, whi le he was i n the

for t at Fort Gibaon. I have heard him

t e l l of the terr ib le outbreak of th i s

epidemic, and how hundreds died at the

fort .

RCADS AffP TRAILS.

In tha early t err i tor ia l days there

were r.o roads and no section l i n e s f and

people traveled by Indian t r a i l s . *hen

travelers crossed the country, they

made a road and when i t rained the road

was washed out and the next traveler
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made a new road. People traveled on

foot, horsebaok and in wag one. There

wort few buggies*

0I7IL

I hare heard 107 father t e l l of the

hardships the people suffered in the

I ndlan Territory turing the Oivil War.

One experience he related happened

when he. was about 13 years old.

He had to go 13 miles to mill and

he would ride down hi l l and walk up,

leading his horse*H$ was afraid of

the Rebels and when he heard them he

thought they were after him* He was so

frightened, he 00old hear his heart beat.

He told how he would run until he was

ready to drop, stop and l i s ten, then

run faster.

Many of the people, both whites and

Indl&ns;were forood to leave the Indian
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Territory daring the *wkr, because of

the mistreatment f>M ])oth the United

States; soldiers and a band known as

bush whackers, who horned their homes

and robbed them of their 8took, or opt

and food* when the people returned to

the, Indian Territory, after the War,

they had lost everything and had to

make a new start*

XSDlkS CUSTOMS

The early day Indians had no ohnrohes

as we have now, but they had a fern of '

re l ig ion that was very important to them.

They believed that a l l nature had a soul,
i

the t r e e s , sun, water, e t o . , and they

worshipped each one in fear of the ir God* >•

• The Indians a l l had danoes to celebrate

every oooasion* Their danoes varied in

different t r i b t s , but they were a l l similar*

They had the War Dance, Snake £anot, sun Danoe,

Qreenoorn Danot, Ghost Danoe and many others*
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All the Indians danoed to the boatiAg of

the tom-tom*

We used to have f i sh f r i e s , pionioe

and stomp dances* The f u l l blooaa *ould

be dreased in a l l the finery they had

and take part In the itomp danoes*

Thile my oouain was in the Malt

seminary at Tahltquah, he found a skull

on the old batt le grounds* He ke$t th i s

in h is trunk for a long while v unt i l It

•melled to strong he had to bury It*

aiSOSLLABBOOS HAPHSHIH58

When I was about 13 years old X attended

a pionio , where I danoed my f i r s t set*

fe had a platform danoe ana I danoed with

John Brown, a United .states.Deputy Marshal,
)

I also knew Unole Bud Ledbetter*

I well n u m b e r an experience that

happened to me when I was a ohild* Oook

HoOraoken had a pack of aboujb SO hound
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dogs, he used for Wolf and pox ohaseju I

knew they would not bite, but I was afraid

6f then.

I was sel l ing blackberries and had

two water buoksts fu l l of berries, ^hen

the hounds started after me. I was »o

frightened X oonld scarcely breathe* I

started to run an& f e l l down aptUlag

my two buokett of berries •
T

"he MoOraoken Oenetery is looated

on the MoOraokan land, near m^ old home*

A KILLIBS

A man naaed Williams, who lived at
*

Bragge, and two other boys were riding

the frAlght train and were about a mile

from Braggs when the brakeoan put them )

off the train, but they hopped on again

and Williams was armed* He made the brake-

man jump off* The brakeman oaught the last

oar and when the train went throughjBragg*



• -CUNNINGHAM, ELLEN (MRS.) INTERVIEW.

7045
4

23

he dropped a note off,, informing fhen

to piok the boys up*

The boys had lost their hats when

they left the train, before reaohing

Braggs, And stopped at the Oook Mooraoken

homeuand. Mrs* JfoOraoken gave them eaoh a

hat*

Johnson Kirk and Youse Wicks, officers .

at Braggs, tried to arrest Williams about

one-half mile southeast of Braggs, on the

Bragga braooh* Williams was resting in the

shade of a tree when they arrested him*

He had a suit oase with him and they made

him open it* He.was lef t handed and when hs

raised up he had a gun in his hand, taken

from the suit ease* He shot Kirk through

the head before 7ioks shot the gun from

his hand, eheftirig him through the arm,

the bullet lodging in his side* Wioks thought

he was dead, and went to town tar a dootor

for Kirk.
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Lev! "Blaofcy" Rogers was the f irst

to arrive at the eoent and upon invetti-
t

gation/thought that Tilliaios would bltffcd ^

to death before the tfootor arrive^* Rogers

fyjoi: his gune, for he was at 111 al ive.

©r» J.^» Hawkins arriyecl and toy husband

was there and helped dress Williams1 arm*

JohnsonifiMek was taken to town in a hack

and died just as they arrived in town.

Williams was eentonqod at Hnskogee

to serve" S5 years in the penitentiary at

ltoAl#stert but after serving three or four

years he etsoaped and went to an eastern f

•tate,

He was sentenced for the murder of

an offioer there, to serve a twenty-five

year sentence, but again esoaped after

two or three years and went to Mississippi,

whsre he married and raised a family*

In hie later l i f e he joined the ohuroh
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and returned to the eas tern s t a t e wheafe

he committed t h e murder and gare h

up* On account of h i s high standards(

the community where he l i ved # he was

pardoned for t h i s crime* I understand he

has a l s o received a pardon from MoAlester.

when he committed h i s f i r s t crime, he

was about 23 years old and weighed about

150 pound8* He had blonde ha l f , blue eyes

and was a f i n e looking young man* He

admitted he had l i ved under three names,

and that he did not know h i s r e a l name*

OOMMSHfS

lira. Cunningham i s an I n t e l l i g e n t

woman t o t a l k with* She i s w e l l posted

in the Indian affairs of the past years

as well as the present time* Hrs* Gunn-

has lived among the Indians and

customs and has attended the

da no as and tribal celebrations* She
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r

Is happy to give this story to the

future generation*,and hopes to show

then in her few fex-oerienoes of the

early day l i f e , the hardships her

people, the Cherokee*, have experienced

in s e t t l i n g this great state of Okla-

horns*

Her father war. -a white n&a, bat

was raised in the Indian territory

among^he Indians, and has relatec^finy

of his experiences in the great unsettled

country, both "before and after the Ciril


