/ . ;,/ o

v
CUNNINGHAY, ELLEN.  INTERVIEW
o
v

7045



-8 - . ‘
Form A-(S-149) 337

. BIOGRAPHY FORM . : J9R
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION _ 7045 ’
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma :
%
. . }.
Ficld Worker'ts name : s
s “.' g. hm.&l
T})‘is report made on (date) | : 193
‘ July ”o 1931

| l.L Neme ____R1len TaviseSunmingham-

2. PoOst Office Address 0.;,'.:.] Deliw I B '” 133 . .
G N .J ‘

31 Residence address (o 1°°ati°n>.um:gsu&rmm >
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month_m Day’ :‘ Year ;“‘

5 Place of birth __gragga, Indian Sereiiavy .

2 3

6. Name of Father ¥i134s Dawsw  Place of birth meuegyege

. Other information about father

MM.—
7. Neme of Mother mxmw%&%ﬂ’r%m LT

' 1ed

Other information about mother

. burded in Oklahoms

@

Notes or complcte narrative by the fisld worker dealing with the life and
story of the porson intcrvieweds Refcr to Manual fer sugzcestcd subjects
and questionse Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach firmly to
this forme. Number of shcets attached .

. ki




o b

Bonaroh Meld wua'kor
India~Pioneer Bintcry, Se149
July.14, 1937
| Intervisw with
¥rs. Ellen Cunnirgbanm

1119 8., Virginia
' Bartleeville, Okl shoma

Mrs.Elken Davis-Qunningham was. born
Ootober 14, 1894 at Braggs, Muskogee
County, Indian Texrritory. W |

Pdather~ mnm Davis was born in
Tennessee ani was removed $o:dhhe Indian
‘Tcrritory with the Iniians when he was
two .y,eé,._rfs old‘, and settled at Flint
with his parents, He died in 1911 ét
the age of 86 years and is buried inm
the MoGracken Cemetery at Braé;ge.

gother - Polly YellowbirdqDavis
was born in 1872;.9ear sallisaw, in
what ie. now Seqnoye;t\x\oounty, Indian
' 'riarrﬁ,:ory. ‘She was enrolled at~Tahle-
quah, as a half breed Cherckee, but
her mreﬂté wore full dhoods., She died
‘ in 1911 at the age of 39 yeaig.

My mother wae given to Elisabethl
Keys, by her parents, when she was a

ohild, ohe knew nothing of her parents

)b’
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or' what degree Iudian-blood ghe had

?
“until the /estate was settled agter their

death. // |

EAKLY SCHOOLS AND MISSIONS
History teachesiys the first schhdél

wag taught in a mission, founded by Rev,
Chapman, on the Neogho river in 1820,.
This school was taught by the missionaries /

/

who tanght the 'Indians religion and later /

/
»

established a school for them, "hen the
Civil War broke out this school was closed,
After the war the churches again /
began theit work with the Indians, T)ﬁe
Presbyterian, Methedist and Baptis / denom=
indT1ons™ ha¢ a great influmnse ov r the
schools that Were supported‘by t;m tribal
qovornmant. In the early 70's thq Bhtholios
establighed ¢ sohool at Saoreﬂ Hgart and

later smaller missions among tha Oaages.

}
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fhe Male Saminéry énd the Pemale
‘Seminary of the Cherokee Mation ha¥ been
establighed at Tahlequah in 1850, but
had been closed gor many years on account
of lack of funde., In 1875 these schools
were reopened and run by the Cherokee
goverrment and w;;a not under dsnomi-
national control,

Sehools were soarce in the vicinity
were I lived and when I bacame;gchool
ageé my Uncle, Allison Iavis, who had a
falr eduocation, taught his children and
nyself.

The first school I attended was a
sountry school fiear Braggs, This was one
Toom, built of Sycamore lors, boarded up
on the outside with slapboard and had a
shingle roof. Our sea¥s were long home-
made benches whth high, straight backs
and were made of planks., Ve studied

MoGuffey's reader and wrote on slates.
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This school house had the second
shingle rod? I ever saw,

I attended the Gharokae National
Seminary at Tahlequah in 1907-08 for
tin>'terms.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES

The prinoipal demominational organe
igations were the Presbyterian, Methodist
and Baptist., These churches have sarried
on ths ﬁieaionary work among the\differenx
tribes over a number of years, and are
8%111 working with some of the tribes

. at the p;esent time. |

Ow church was held at the Mountain
side school house in the wintor; andfin
a br&ah arbor in the sunmgr.-ihe Baptigt,

Methodist and Christian denominations

worked with us.

THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES
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The Pive Givilized Tribes is composed
of the Uherékae, Ohéétaw, Chickasaw, Oreek
ani Seminole Indians.

The original homes of these tribes
wag in the somthern part of the United
states, amk these five tribes appeared
%0 be more oivilized than ths others anad
began their sarly advancement before -
Columbue #%seovered the new world in 1492,
They had asquired the Buropean ways in
the early history of our country, |

These tribes Wagaaathe 1mproveméntlof‘
their goverrmernt by passing laws for the
, protgotio% of their nation, as sarly as
1830, Onse of theiyﬁearlieet laws was ~
passed to' prohibit the sale of liqusr
moug the Indians. Another law they )
onsoted was forbidding intermarriage
_ with the negroes. ‘

The greedy white settlers wanted the
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rioh 1ands 1nhabitod by the Indians
ani the government advieed the Indlans
to remova to the West K where thay could
eoact thoir ovn-tr;bal'govefnguuw with~
put disturbance, -

The first tribe to consider trade .-
ing pawt of thelr land for holdings in
the west were the -Chootaws, Their l"and. ,
wag in uisstssippi-and Alabama. Their
, chief Pughmataha was a great hunter anﬂ '
wes aoquainted with -the oountry'known ae
the Indian Eorritory, and carefully gecnred |
this @omaiﬁ forlhis raople. The;t;olaim
was aillof'tha southern part of tﬁe Terri-
tory,'a region 1y1ng between thé Séutﬁ
canadian anil Red rivors, a.nd extohding l‘  ,,
east#gho Arkansas bonnd&y and. west to the ‘;.
‘boundry of the preamt gtate of Ok Lahoma o
\'There is & oounty in tho eoutheastern

. part of thc sta.te named m honox of their

»
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famous 6hief , Pushmataba.

The Ghickasaws, whoss claims lay in
‘Kentudky,. Testern Tennagses and ‘northern
Mississippl were the next to surrender
thett land in a treaty to the United
States, signed by their Ohief Tishomingo,
leaving them homeless. In 1837 they secured’
a home among the Chootaws., The town of
¥ishomingo wac’ named for their beloved
ohief, who dted on the trip west. |

The Qreeks olaimed Alabama and Geov-
#zie as their original home and 51& not
want to give up 'l:hoir lands, They passod
a trihal law, mking‘?a death ponalty for
a Creek to sell the‘ir tribal land, ghonvar,
the United States qid make agreements
with some of the Cresks and purohaﬁd
their holdings. In 1826 a treaty was made.
giving the Indian land 4n Georgia for a .
home in the Indiian Tarr itory. i
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PFlorida ﬁg, tﬁe_home of ‘the rolativo:
tribc’of the Oi'oeka, the Seminoles. The
treaty was signed in 1832 but the tribo,‘
wis dissatisfied with the treaty amd -
garried on a with the 0 ,' ed Statos
until :bhair chief was oépturgd and im~

prdsoned, This broke the spirit of the
Seminoles ang in ‘1842 they wer e\removgd
to tm‘ Imign Territary and settled
among + be O%eekvs'.'

The Oh.efrokeejtribe was divided into
two divisipns known as the Eastern Ohero-
keos and ths Wostern Cherokees. Their -
original ‘home was in'the mountains' of the
da.rolina/s, Georgia and Tennessee. They )
were gousidersd the leading tridbe of
American Indians. '

Sequpyah, oy Géorgo Guese 6f the West-
'srn Cherckees, invented the/’g.g;i:%:; of

86 ¥etters, in 1621, enabling his people

7045 1305
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’to read and qrite their own Iangnaéo. '

He was an outstanging oharacter- among
his fribo end was later their Ohief.
| The Cherckee tribe was the lapt -« °
to leave their home land., TMey were
forced by the govermnmenmt %o surrender
their land in 182}5'ﬁh¢n they removed
to the Indian Territcey. Their land )
was located in the hortheast eorner of
" the Indian Territorye | -
The journey west has been rightly

.named "The Trail of Tears.” They were

heart /broken over leaving their homes '

and the land, t hey loved.
They were moved in wagons part of

the way, then on boat ani the remainder
of the waYy op. foot or wagous, ‘gh’ere was

‘much suffering among the movers, partly

B

7045
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- gaur 4 by si_ékne_aas. and hardships of moviz{g

ac | ast ) bat not least, homesickness,
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ALLOPIMENT OF LAND
Tht Ind:lans hed no assurance thoy

wonld be permitted to 1live in thq Indian ‘\
ferritepy permanently, as the laﬁnd was
" held in common by fhgbal nembers iand o
whites, or Unite‘dl- Si;ateg 61t;ien;. 'Tho
" ~ Indians wém.rslnétdnt to give up theu?
- tridal govermment an the uyetem of hold=
ing land in oommon.
In 1898 t ho Daws Commission waa
a.ppointed to treat with the Iniians of
the Pive Oivilized.l‘ribes with th/o object
of induoing them to take their landse in -
.aove a.lty ani aur%endar their right to
"bribal gev»m. |
!ribal rolls were’ made up and ¢0lassi-~
fied and the land anqied. The land was ~_*

~

'allohtt'od 80 ‘a8 to give each msmber, so far
as possible, a fair a_n}l equal shate, aon-
" sidering the lodation ani valuation of the land.
. '3 -
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| | Uy' allotme'nt“ ves 70 agres- near
I.ma.pah, 1:: Nowata e*onnﬁy, 20 acrss near
- Bx‘aggaw'&n mzskogoe ‘

and 10 acres

at M ':.:o‘
@ -

st Illinois Station, on the Illinois
river in Cherokee County. I om ﬁlcé in

RN
Noer

: lmlkogee as & quarter Oherolcee, bnt I
am one-half cherokee. lw roll’ number

1s 5697. R
| WILD GAMR

_Qlghoma was a wonderful hunting

ground. Here were the .bﬁffa,lto",‘ eik,. dqi:‘@,
'aﬁtelo'po, pénbhef' wolf and bagry besides

ths smaller game auoh a8 béaver o‘btw,

mink racsonn, qpos:mn, xfabbit lnakrat

303

~.and prairio dogs Of oourse, 1 ‘aad nﬁt aec .

the . bﬁﬂalo, oiXx and- bear, but I ha.vo seen
man;qr wlld animals in the Oockson hilll. Wo

alwaya had a varietv of fresh meat. kK

© 409

whe prinoip& game- birde mre the. wildl ’
tu‘rkay. p:‘airie ohioken ut Qu&n and vild o

S -

pigeon, °
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, !here was a aalt apriug lake on
\ny nothor’a allotment. They dug out . 1
Place at the spring and. get a log deen
“1a the badk « The deer and eatﬁls came
hcre for a salt’ 1io.k. . |
27 0L AD FOX OHASES

I remember the big woll and fo:? ohaaea
§ the Iniians Gsed to/atage. My, nnclea,
‘Jack Joe and Lewi Oeokaon.livod on the
Illinois ri:vgr . eigbteeu miles east of

Bragge, in what 1s now known'as the ‘Gookson |

Hille. Th‘cy hed a big ranch an.d the hunting
- party alwa.ys started at their plaoe. The
.'Oookson Hills were ny 'nncles' allotmentsf, "

_ ,'l‘hese ohaaes were held evary yoar and

' %he hunters were muoh exoited at this $me.

" AGRIOUETURE . |
~ Our chief OrOp; were aoran and ootton.

My father wag .a white man and was well

“advanoed 1n agricultnre, however, our

2

hpleyunta wqrcno,rnda and most of them

worse homoq'aqd. The iron plow had been 0

410
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in axistence}for‘pany years, but not
in our’vininity. Te used vhat was known
"as ﬁqod beam plowss ;

The harrows were maae in an "A" shape,
They were madie of logs, with hcles bored
about eight or ten inohes apart, with
wood pwns placed in the holes, for teeth.

The drag used to smooth the plowed
ground was made off log, with one side
hewn smooth, There was a chain attached
to each endof the log to pull the drag.

I vemember the first wire fence in
our viocinity wés on fan Piiaca'é Shpap
ranch, lre. Plerce was my father's sousin.

EARLY EQiE,
Our first home was on Greenleaf Mountain

near Greenleaf Creek, north of Braggs. The
house was & double log house vith & hall
through the center. There were two large

rooms in front with a oclapboard kitchen
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on the bagk ant 2 large pordh aoross the

full length of the front. We bad a native

stone fireplace, for heat. The roof was

made oi?olppboarde. My father made the

clapboards and also made Pemks andtfensed |

" the place with a2 stake and rider fenoe,

We had a duyg well of soft cold water, looa-

ted about one~fourth mide from the house,
The top of the momntain, where our house

was located, was about one file wide, giving

us a beautiful view of the country. |

_ Most of opr ueighbors cooked on the

. £ireplace, but we had a stove., My father

being a white man, we had better advantages

than our neighbors. 7e had woodenwede and

a sewing machine. Our chairbottoms were

made of split hickory nut and elm bark,

w8 had a big sedar churn with a four paddle

dasher. ”

%o used wood for heat and kerosoas for
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lights. Sometimes when our kerosene would
run out, we bupned home-made tallow cane

dles,ani Byocamore balls tied in a oloth,

wrapped tight until about seven inches in
length. These were put in a oup or oan of
greass and used for lights;

We bought our supplies.at Alex Sykes'
store, located on South Main in Muskogee.
We bought green coffee in 10 pound lots,
at six oents & pound, and roasted it in
the ove:i. .

My father hauled his cotton to Muskogee
and Illiuois Station to the railroad.

My parsuts separated when I was a child
ani we ohildren lived with my father. My
Aunt wove linsey for our olothing and knite
ted ouxr stookings,

_PERRIES

Smith's Ferry was located between Brazgs

and Muskopgee, over the Arkansas river. Cne

‘)
(&

e

412
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time we were ovosaing on this ferry, when
our ¢olt, about eight months o0ld, reared up
and jusped over the pole that formed -a—formed
a proteotion around the ferry, went under
the boat on the east and came out on the
west side, Some one on the banks, roped
and holpqu him out, Looney Hammer operated
thig ferry.
| * TOLL BRIDGE

There was a toll bridge looated about
10 miles oast of Braggs, over the Arkansas
river,

There was a poat office looated near
gonkson, where we roogivod our mail.

HD POT

The Indiians mads poptery from a oorhi{n
kind of clay, washed out of the mountain =
sidq,‘ and various methods wore used. Some-
times the olay was shaped on forms, where
they were left until dry, while some made
the pottery "free hand” and used no forms,
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but these were Very orude and ille
_lhapod.

Home tribes used another method by
rolling the olay into long, thin coils,
then wind the 001l round, and round,
one on top of another,sn g flat bottom
of olay until the duired\hoight was
reached. This was a tiresome method, for
sometimes when they were baked, the heat
would arack the olay, ocausing the work to
be done over again.

The vessels were baked and decorated
with buutiful}‘oolorod designs, whth
paint aadd4 from juices of berries, leaves
anl roots. Brown was made by doiling Wal-
nut halls in water, persimmon bark made
a golden yellow. Yellow. was also made
from Oak Ak, 'grey. from’.auime tops, drom
from hiekory.sw# baxk, and purple from
poka berries, Rlaok paint wae made from

sharcoal
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BASKET WEAVING
Basket weaving was another art of

the Indi3ns. These baskets were woven
from Hickory and willow, Buokbush reed
was used for the foundation and they were
tied with raffa. .

SMATLPOX BPIDEMIC

¥y father had the smaddPpox during the

terrible epidemia, while he was in the
fort at Fort Gibson. I have heard him
tell of the terrible outbreak of this
qpidamio, and how hundreds died at the
fort.

RCADS AND TRAILS.,

4

In the early territorial days there

were ro roads ani no sestion lines, and

people traveled by Indian tralls, When
travelers oross;d the country, they

made & road and when it rained the road

was washed out and the next traveler

>
ey

™
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made a new roadi. People traveled on
foot, horsebagk and in wagons. There
wore fow buggles.
CIVIL WAR
I have heard my father tell of the

hardships the people suffered in the
I nd%an Territory during the Odivil ¥sr.

One experience he related happened
when he was about 13 years old.

He had Ato g0 13 miles to ﬁill and
he would ride down hill and walk up,
leading his hors(p..ﬁé was afraid of
the Rebels ani when he heard them he
thought they vere after him, He was so
frightened, he gould hear his heart béat.
He told how he would run until he was
ready to drop, stop and listen, then
run faster,

Many of the people, both whites and
Inidans were forcod to leave tho‘ Inddan
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Texritory during the %r. bacause of
the mistreatment by Doth the United
States soldiers and A band known as
bush whackers, who burned their homes
and robbed them of their stock, arops
and food. When the people returned to
the Iniian Territory, after the War,
th&? had lost everything and had to
make. & new start,
INDIAKN CUSTOMS

The early day Indians had no churches
a8 we have now, but they had a fpwm of -
religion that wae very 1m§ortant %o them,
They believed that all nature hn.? & soul,
the trees, sun, water, eto., and they
worshipped each one in fear of their God. -

The Indians all had dansces to gelebrate
every ocoasion., Their dances varied in
different tribes, but they were all sim:lar.
They had the War Dance, Snake Iance, Sun Dande,

Greenoorn Dance, Ghost Dance and many others,
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All tfn_ Iiﬂim denced to the beatiag of
the tom-tom,

We used to have fish frim-s, pionias
and -tqmp dances, The full bhlooaa aculd
be droaeéd in all the finery they h,a.d
and take part in the é#tomp dances.

While my cousin wae in the Male
Seninary ‘at Tahloqﬁah. he found a skull
on the 0ld battle grounds. He kept this
in his trunk for a lohg while, until 4t
mmelled so strong he had to bury it.

MISOELLANEOUS BAPFININGS

When I was about 13 yoars old I attended
& pionic , where I danced my firss set.
¥e had a platform dance and 1 danced with
John Brown, a United Stat'u‘mpnty Marshal,
I also knew Unole Bud Ledbetter.

I well rmmember an experiences that
happened to me when I was & ohild, CQook
‘MoOracken had & pack of about 20 hound

4
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| dogs, he used for Wolf and Fox chames. I
knew they would not bite, but I was afradd
of them. ~

) w#u selling blaockberries and htd
, two water buckets full of berries, when
the hounds started after me. I was so =
frightened I aould scarcely dreathe. I
stgrtcd to run and fell down apllligg
oy two bhpkota of berries.

~he MoOracken Oemetery is located
on th; MoOracken land, near m§y old !}omt.

A KILLING

‘A man named Williams, who lived at
Braggs, and two other boys were ridi’ng
the friight train and wers about a mile
from Bragge when the brakeman putd thw ’
off the train, but they hopped on again
and Villiams was armed., He made.th’ brake~
man jump off. The brakeman caught the last

oar and when the train went throughlBraggs
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he dropped a note off,. iuforming Hhem
o pick the boys up. .

The bdoys had lost their hats whean
they left the train, before reaahing
Bragge, and stopped at the Cock MoCracken

homeuand. Mrs. #olracken gave them each 2

) h&to

Johnson Kirk ani Youse Wigks, ofﬁqorl
at Braggs, tried to arrest Williams abmt
.ono-half mile southeast of Bragas, ori the
Braggs bramch, 7illiams was reating 4in the
shade of a tree when they arrocte;l him,

He had a suit gase with him and they made
him open it. He was left handed ani when hg
raised up he bad a gun in his hand, taken
from the suit oase, He shot Kirk through

the head before Wicks shot the gun from

his hand, shdting him through the arm,

the bullet lodging in his side, Wicks thought
he was dead, and went to tqwn for a dogtor

for Xirk.
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Levi "Blacky" Rogers was the first
<1fo arrive at the Boene and upon investi-
gation thought that Williams would blewa
to death before the dooctor arrivef. Rogers
iodk his guns, for he was still alive,

Prs J.%, Hawkins arrived and my husband
wag thero and helped dress Williams' arl.
Johnsoniltzk was taken to town in & hack
and died just as they arrived 4n town.

"illiame was sentonged at Muskogee
to eorv%wéﬁﬂyéare'iﬁ th; ponitentiary'at
MoAléster, dut ai’te'r serﬁnglthree or four
years he escaped and went to an eastern ¢
state, '

He wag sentensced for the murder of
an offiger there, to serve a twenty-five
year sentence, but again escaped after
two or thfee years and went to Mississippi,
where he married and ralged a family,

In hie later 1life he joined the church

‘

Aot e,
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and returned to the eastern state where
he committed the murder and gave hi £
up, On account of his high standards

the cdmmunity where he lived, he was

)
pardoned for this ordme. I understand he

has also reoeived a pardon from MoAlester,

when he committed his first oriwme, he
wag abcut 23 years 0ld and weighed about
150 pounds. He had blonde ha;t, bive eyes
and was a fine looking young man, He °
admitted he had lived under three names,
and that he did not know his real name,

COMMENTS

¥rs. Cunningham ie an intelligent
woman to talkAvith. She is well posted
in the Indian affairs of the past yea{?
a8 well as the present time, Mrs. cann-
idgham has lived among the Indians and
kn ywgtheir customs and has attended the
dancaes ani tribal celebrations. she
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is bappy to give this atory'%o the
Buture generations,and hopes to show
them in her few exmneriences of the
sarly day life, the hardships her
people, the Cherokees, have experiegped
in settl¥ing this great state of Okla-
boms.,

Her father was & whilte mua, but
w;s raised in the Indian Territory
' amo’;sg\ghe Indians, and has relatejf%%ﬁuy
of his experiences in the great nusnttleé

gountry, both bafors and after the civil

Tar.e
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