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Virgil Cdursey
Interviewer
July 20, 1937
" Interview tipﬁfmra. J. Covington

4 Al?d, Oklahoma.

Ne lived iq/fhe Ozarks of Arkenszs near Calico
s . ‘

Rock and Milbugn{ We were very poor with no future ex~
cept hard ugfi and with little chance of a;quiring an
education,;;nd ih all prQbability growing up to be
typical Ogark mourtaineers, My father, J. H. Thompson,
‘reasoned &hat if his family was ever to get a break he
mﬁst do s%mething abon£ it. Mention of coming to Oklahoma
was alway% met with opposition by my mother because she
pictured Oklahoma as a dangerous ¢6ﬁntry where we were
certai; to bé killed by Indians.

My fatﬁgr took five of us older children and struck
out in thé wagon :pr what we thought was west Texas. We
were in the Indian Territory before he told us we were in
Oklahoma . Mother had rémained home with the smaller children.
de arrived near Madill in 1892 with a wagon, two plug horses
and a little house hold equipment. Two of the children wae

nearly blind with sore eyes. 1 was about eleven when we made

this move to Oklahoma.

. #e ‘settled on I. O, (Sat) Lewis' place. Mr. Lewis was

" an Indian end everybody called him Judge Lewis. He owned a
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lot of land. My father took over his property and sublet
the lané. I have a veryehigharegard for Indians. The
Ipdiaﬁs drank quite a lot, in faect anything 'they could get
that would make them drunkt but“they were never violent and
were accomﬁodating and friendly.

Fhere were log shacks scattered ove;wﬁ;. Lewis' land
and we lived in one of them. After we got settled father
‘broke the ne;s of w?ere we w;re to mother and.she came. She
_ always shswed the true pionee;~spirit and hep‘fears znd
doubts seemed to vanish as she became usdd to the new order
of things.

Those early days were filled with hardshiﬁs; e
worked very hafd and suffered many inconveniences. I can
remember when we hid to strike a match to find our cotton
sack in the morning énd atrike a metch to weigh up the last
sack at night., But with all this we children were never out
of school. Father lived to be sixty-five and saw his children
.get the very best education he could give them.

I was fourteen years old before we cooked on a stove
with eyes or lids ovef the cooking surface.

Our clothing was made by hand for sixteen years, be~

cause we}pad no aewing machines, This was alow and tedious.
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A1l socks and stockings were knitted and had the good
quality of lastigg'indefinitely. My father hes often
helped knit stockings. |

ve ownéd the first surrey in the commuqity and
the first organ. LEach was considered quite a nqvélty.=

One of the most populer forms of amusement was
croéuet. On Sundays the boys got together and rode calves
and had’a lot of fup with thig sport.

My father-left.Arkansas owlng eleven hundred dollars:
I think he owed a Mr. “om Matthga; Every effort was made

4

to reduce this indebtedness. GCotton brought only five cents
a pouﬁd and other products in proportioﬁ. In not over fﬁree
years the last note was paid off. Fgther wes so glad that
ge called us all to see this cancelled note.
‘I married in Madill and moved to Erick. My husband
* <
was a gchool teacher. /e homesteaded in Roger iills County.
One year later our shack-washed away and we filed in Greer
County at the head of Hay StackBranchon the old Fisher
Rench. We liveé at this place for five years and bought
proper%y ten miles east of Mangum. 'my husband dié& at élair.
I moved with my single daughter to Washita County.
We have now been living in Altus some two months. My dsughter

works at & beauty parlor and we iive alone.



