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Auguste H. Custer,
Investigator.
Oet. 88, 1937, -

Interview With John Cook,

Greenfisld, Oklahoma.

I came from Johnson County, Virginia,
to Missouri, then to Oklahoma. My parents died when I
was about sixteen and I decided to be a cowboy so 1 went
to Texas, where my wish was granted. I later bought a
place near Creenfield, Oklahoma. -
I wanted some of the.adventures that 1 had been

hearing about from others who had been out in Texas and

Oklahoma. .As my parents were gons, I had no one to tell

4

me that I could not go so I went to Fort Worth, Texms,
but there was*nojtowh‘tharg then. Ju;t aﬂpéétéffice and
the big wide open spaces. I got & job with Jack Lyons,.
a big cattleman. They were starting q? drive fifteen
"hundred and fifty hegd of cattle, Tbxa; longhorns, through
- to Baxter Springs, Missouri. .
The boss, Ur. Jack, took & fancy,tg e, maybe because
1 was s0 young and inexperienoed;‘ Anyway; he: shielded ue
many & time from the rough pranks of the cow Jys. One
thing he did enjoy was‘to see me dance and hel took slong

with the camp outfit & smoke house door for to dancs

on., Meny an evening I would entertain the 079w by dancing
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- Jigs o1 that old smoke house door. Nt; time when all
the fuél %o had was wet and we needed & fire, was the
need great enough for them to split up the planks in
that door to make a fire,.

Some of the cowboys would piék a guiter or play
é mouth organ for me to dance.

There were; i"ifteen cowboys ard we took tugna s¥and.
ing guard or herding the cattle in twelve hour shifts. It
was neeessfary to.ride around the herd sll the time on €G-
count of thieves, Cne time juast before wa left, the boss
' -had to go At Shernﬁn', Texss. He left a_frifteen yesr old
boy at the cemp with me. The boy was a little over a
yesr younger than I in days, but z;nany yeézrs older in ex-
perience and knowledge of the rench life. Ils ordersd me
grodnd like I was & sla_ve and 1 was trying to obey him.

- One of the older cowboys took me to one side and told me
%o stop that end the next time the boy ordered me to do
something™~to tell him where he could go~ that he would
stand by me if the boymwas too much for me. The time soon
came and I ‘told tﬁe boy to do the work himself if he
wanted it donej ;that 1 444 not care if he did it or not.

i did not ﬁave to fight him a‘s he could see by the

look of the faces of the older men that he had gone far.
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enough, I did not hav% any mgfe trouﬁle with hin; Tﬁat
© did a lot for me end Ade the older men thiqg rore of nme.
The cook, who drove a team of oxen and carried the
food, made sour dough reéd, coored beans, sult meet, ard
made corn bread once in’a while. Ve had dried Pruit BOLE -
times, and ;ice, coffeae| and hominy.
Wie made’about rifteen niles & day, &s fhe cattle
grezed along and the horses had to eat the grégs'as we
.went along.
. The cattle would-eat around untii they were filled
up, then lie quietly down. They slert and chewed éheir
cuds until daylight unless something hépgeded to disturdb
them. That was what we riders-in the night were trying
to prevent, a stanpede. One time we had & terrific storm

and the cattle"broke.” My bdoss told me to get out of

the way as they were caming toward me, He rode on ahéad
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of them until they were rather tired, then he slowly rode
around the hesd of the bunch and quieted them down. It
took us &ll of ‘three months to make the trip end that was

quite an educaticn to me, but I was saetisfied that 1 haeg

s

enough cowboy life to suit me.
Since then i have settled down on & farm and lived

the quiet life of a pioneer farmsr.
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One‘of' the things that we did for amusemsnt was
to'go to horse races, Hhen we camped at noon or
evening there was usuelly e rece matched, The boys

‘bet everything they possessed, saddles, bridles,

gloves, neck kerchiefs, knives, eigarettes, tobacco,

One boy had a small testement; that beceme the
possession of everybody in The outfit &t sometime or

other before the trip was overs
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