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An Interview With Sam Qomgram,
Nardin, Oklahoma.

I was born in Zmglend, Sogm'ber 26, 1855, and with
my parents, came to imerica in 1869, aetfling in Lake
Gounty, Illincis. Ia 1892 I moved to Summer County, Kamsas,
where I resided unt}l the opening of the Cherokee Str{p in
September 1893, ' Ia the Run I sterted from Hunnewell, and
rade & £00d horee in that memorable race‘and staksd the
northeast quarter of Section 7, Taownship 26 North, Range
2 West, upom which place I have made my owsn home continucusly

r

to thig dey. ' 8

stream of Desr Oreeck ran through 1t. After eting =a

snall one room frame house upon my clae

in t?p bank’ of the creek for.a slelter for my horses, covor-
ing the same with s?zgg/aﬁf;;/::s hauled from Kansas, -1

, [ dug out a place

-was hard pressed finanuially vhen I ceme to the new gountry

and worked at everything I could get to do to help anstain
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// myself and tamily. I aBB}ItC“ a evéhbor in setting out

aqme youug pcaoh trees by tak;ng a team and plow and plow~
ing a furrow in the sod soil, then teking the young peackh
trees and plecing them at proper diatancés in the furrow
and plpﬁing another furrow of s0d 0 cover the roots af
the yéung trees, They were left without further work ox
attention, I obtained 135 seedling peash trees which I
plagtod {n the same manner and I never lost a aingle‘tree
{in this manner-of tfansplantlng; tha trees thrived ani in
dus time produced an abundance of fruit of good quality
and flavore Youag tree; planted in that manner at thza
time would not survivé the first sgason. The

oaﬁ%h doces not oontain the moiature it then held and that

. 80 much of the scil has been broken up and the grass, wesds,

timber and all forms of vegetation have been killed qut to
sugch an extent that the moistwre will not stay in the soil
as 1t did in {ts virgin state, o

Tite f{rst school paught in the district was held 1n.a
dugout on Deer Credk and the patronglof %he.district had

to furnish seats for their respestive children to sit on

. at sehool, I went into the tlmber with my axe, saw and a
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few other tools to work with and made a seat for my two
childrei 80 cacupy. Rvery m;n was privileged to make any
madel he wished to build; it {8 neecdless to say that a
great variety of home-mads models were in,avideneo; urs,
Hunter taught the tira; sahool 'at a salary of $80,00 per
morth, Sgnday school in the ccmmnnity wag first held in
8 private home until a :ohoolhouso was built.

Horses and muloe were about tha nost profitabla stock
a farmer could raise ln the eax;y days 1n this country.'
I have knavn young mules to sell at waauing time for as o
much as $150,00 eaeh, and {f more siock otsvary kind was
réiaed no; ‘ theré~iould iot be s0 much eomplaint about
over-production of grain or the rarm. Thé éouﬁtry needs ’

more grasa and more ntook to eat 1t, less tractors and

expenszve tarm maohinory that keap the farmers broke try- .

ing to pay for them, The argument of uaing g trastor to
make two blades grow where one grov before, elso takes two
more mores of soil thet should remaim im grass end help

grow some stoek that the country needs 50 badly.
.
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I have s;fved nmy towmship as Trustes in the early
éqriod and haj: always taken & lively interest 1n:local
politioa.

In my opinion pegple do mot h;v; that friendly and
neighborly feeling for theirufellow man that the pioneers
exemplified in their every day eonduct, ’Iu the earlydays
I never thought of locking the doors to my house when I
went away or locking the barn door against prowlers and
seldon was saything lost in the neighbarhood,

My wife asd children have Iived on our cleim by thea-

selves for periods of as much as nine weeks at a time when

s

I wu%la'be off at work trying to meke emough to mafntain
life on the cléim until we could reise crops suffigient

to tiée us over, One pummer when the hot winds had des-
troyed a very ?ramxsing' eorn arop, a few ears which grew )
{n a very low traect of land were pulled and the family
locked forward to having a foast of rossting ears for one;
meal; Jjuat & few minutes befor; meal time some §aary and
destitute travelers, driving a team that looked elmost

lifeless, stopped at their place and, after a drief talk
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or explanation of their aircumstances, were invited to

stay and pariake of aq£ moon meal, to vhioh they heariily

o

_i: K
agreed. Vhen the viaitors had finished their meal nc

e¥idenos 0f roasting ears wis visible except the bare
\‘ -‘/ ’ N

- -

.°°b°\§§§:fd their plates and our oldest 1i%tls boy lamented

vary much because he never got to tast®of the delectable

food. such .
One time when I was away from home ai wark,;or/;~zshg

period of time that my wife ram out of anything ﬁo‘eat

a man came t0 the house wanting to get a load of wood,

She told him that ﬁe aculd get the wood tut that she would

likefio got & little man;y for L1t as she was out of any-

bthipg to eat and the man told her that he would give her

eﬁough to buy a sack of flour for a load of wood, GShe

aacepted'the offer and he gave her fifiy aents and she waa

glad and she went to the store and bought & mack ef flour,

then sat arcund the store for several hours waiting for a

buneh of men to leaves who had gathered there, after which

gshe t0ld the storekeeper that she wvas out ot'anygpipg to

eat and that her husband wasAaway at work smd tust if he

08
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would let her have groeeries he would pay for them as
moon a8 he returned, The stiorekecper told her tu take

anything in the house that she needed., She took what

she needed most and went h&ge with & lséht heart.

We have been married over sixty years and are en joy -~
ing good heslth end are unusyally strong for p~ople of
our age, Ve live on the o0ld lhomestead thct I drave &
stake on that sultry, dusty September day in 1893, when
éivilizatipn 1n those parts moved swiftly to some chosen

spot and broke ground for th faundation of a new, great

sgriculturel empire,
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