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WITCHORAMT

I was told by my parents that my grandfather came
rram'tho state of Mississippi buﬁ my grandmother.was
rajsed in Indiamn Territory, im what is now Oklahoma,

They lived to be a ripe old age whea they 615%. During

thdir lifetime they of}on related stories, traditions

74 tio Indians and ligondl of how ihoy used $0 live in
//thoir days. These stories were told to ny mother o-poci~
/

' ally 88 my Tather was not at homs at all times;and he

4id no¥ care to listen to the stories of the old Indian

-

days. ' y -

The fndtana (the Chootawas ia this case) are sirong
believers im the existemcs of isht ahullo (witches)
oven as the enlightened ancestors in thc'daya of Cotton
Mather agéorﬁiﬁg to history, although different in this
.MANRSY. 'Amois the Chootaws they usually select -oﬁo_ola |

* and degrepit woman as victims of their supsrstitions or
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" witches while ;4:» witoh brothers of the white boast-
ed civilizagion am# rendered more of their suporiority
in intellectual lqkainmonts over the Indiana, by aolect_
ing (yﬁng people as their viotims. It seems that old
men l well lhould be eligible to witohcraft, but the
aged and decropﬂt women usually got the oredit of being
7/'1tch while now and then the man gets his part of the
/credif of beimg & witoh, especially if he should be liv-
/ 1ing with his érandmothdr; since the credit is givem to
the aged women. .

Théro_iught have been incidents happened and his-
tory recorded pertaining oi this subject; nevertheless
the incidents 'as told by my grandparents relates as far
back as 1818 (imgidents happensd handed down from gemer-
ation to gemeration) when my grandfather who fought im
pho ctvii war romaﬁbered of -the story as told by his
p;ronta.

A ﬁllsionary who had been sent among the Indians

. was taker sick or iia health failed him and he weat to
whit ia now Dwight Mission in the Cherokee Nation.

After his recovery he came td Chostaw Ngtfon sometims
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in the yeer 1818 wnd there org:ntzod_a miiaion about
three miles from Yaloboshe River (Tadpole ia Knglish)
and later this place was called Yaloboshe-aiasha or
Tedpole Settlement. A few log houses were conogruot~
ed and a school was organized by tﬁe missionaries.
School o?onod with about tem pupils. Subject as to
how the school should be mﬁintainoq was the next thing
on the program:. A suggestior was made of subsoribing
money or livestock, as they cho sé to do, when one mam
Apakfohlichit ubi (®neircle to kill) put up about
—4200.00 while otharawgivg 90 cows and calve’ with the
promise of that many more yearly if nooded,/which was
faithfully paid. |
vhen the achool opened, students be to arrive.
Befére many days & sad incident happsned when an aged
. woman who lived only a little ways from the school wﬁl
‘ found rurdsred. Her name was Illi-che (#auae to die)
who had two daughters and two granddaugh‘ors who loved
her dearly. She also had endeared hersalt to the

nissionaries by her mamy acts of kindness and sssistance.
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The causs of ého killing was: ‘ .

A cortaiﬂ Choctaw Indian girl who lived about
thirty miles d£§tant. whilo on a visit, was taken
sick and an old Ohootew Indiam woman, a herb dootor
or rether a comjurer, took oior the patient to cure
her of'her sickness. Aftar her examination she gave
her some treatment of tea of some herdb and after
waiting a fow days, at the same time going éhfbugh
her magio chant and going through her wild ceremonies,
pronounced that she would recover. After pronouncing -
the girl's recovery soon and the fatth being duly
informed of the chanrge, he gave the deoctor a pony for
her success doétoring his daughter, and ho'?Qtired
for the night with the intention of taking tﬁe daugh-

ter home the next morning. During the night the

2

‘akughter became worse end died, end of course the mem-
bers of the family wi;hod to know the cause of the daath
of the girl, It was decided that the patient's sudden
death was caudsed by an isht-ulbih (witch bdall) which

was shot from an 1nvia§ble-riflo in the hands of the

\\
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‘witoh; At omce and in ; rage of anger the fath,r of
the deceased with several others, armod, went to the
“house ofvthe\phyaician and entered the homs 6t‘£}féf/
ohe.
Before being questioned ehe displayed her hos-
pitality as usual to all visitors among tée Indiens
by setting before them the beat of feed that she had
fn the housé ,though scanty. After they had partakbn
of the wggow'c feed, the tgther"aprang‘to his feet
demanding to know why she wét?hod and killed his daugh-
ter, and cried out "Chin-tlhfty?pg ano chompa li, Ish
a-hullo chia hokut fkechilli.® (Your life I bought. -
Die.) To which the kind ledy Illi-ohe, realising her
doom, replied cslmly "Holobi osh yoTi kia okle hash o
yimmi®, (Others lie but you all believe).in a few mo-
ments she was stretched out on the floor-a dead sorpss.
The son who was absent during the tragedy, rotﬁrnod
home. His feslinigs may be imagined but cannot ;b des-
oribed. Rather than to take up for big mother, he had 5

better sense than to €rg to start amy roughness because
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he would not hav;'lasted only a fow minutes, but has-
tened to the miasionarioa,gﬁd told them of the happen-
.ing. After witnessing the corpse s coffin was made
end the woman who was very kimd to all strangers and
acguaintances was laid away with thg five children
watching her as she was placed in the grave to await
for the reaurrection morn. |

Accérding to ancient Indian custom, the relutives
and friends of tgo deceused placed all.of her belongings
and what little money she possessed in the coffin end

the grave was filled up. a

'

‘ : \
To the present generation this was a sad inoident

of the belief and the traditions-of the Indians, yet we
must also remember our profe?sed civilizod and ehristiak
ansestors, the Pilgrim Fathors, stand also guilty of the
same charge. Proressing nhat ?hei a4, they wers more,
guilty than the Chosotavws. Sin;% the Choctawl have bean
tsught and instructed in the 1mp}oprioty and wrong of
killing one for a witch, no life is sacrificed any more
to aﬁen;p thoa@eath of relative or friend,
: ~ o
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The Ohaoctaws also believed that there were
. witohes /among $he white clase of ggaﬁic; yot they
never attempted to %ﬁil’a wh;héé;itoh for the reason
that Lhe white witcg gﬁ;/gg/mgﬁh salt that a witoh
ball/ would not penetrate {nto/ the flesh, but would
h.rulég/ agd‘neither would a white witoh's shot
.atrate éhe flesh of am Indian.
Another incident as told by my grandmother who
had sn eunt. My grandfather had gone out on a hunt
to kill deer and while on this hunt he sighted a deer
and shot him. The deer ran out of sight and while my
grandfather was tracing the blood in the way ‘the deer
-—went, he 8w an object in & form of & human crawling
on all foursas though tracking. Upon close ;nvoati-
gation he found out that 17/was this soman gnd holler-
ed at hor’as to what was/er 1dea of crawling around
there out {n the woods. 'She was tracking the deer and
was licking up the bl ; of the wounded deeg, end when
she heard a voice she became trightaJed and took through

the briar patch and bushes and through the woods. Im

;

IID
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so doing she tore all of her clothes off her back
and scratched herself up very bvadly from which she
died shortly afterward. It was a talk in the aettlo~4
ment of hog being a witch, which conviﬁcod them more
80 after finding her in the act of licking up the '
blood of a wounded deer,

The combat between the witch and the Indian doc-
tor is thet if one is witched or;pas been shot with
a witch ball, a doctor alone has the power to remove
the fatal bullet; but the doctor himself cannot shoot
or witch as 1£ ias against his rule by nature to do_so.
Bu£ since the Isht ahollo (witch) Evil Spirit, is
always out for mischief, it can witch a doctor as well

as any one else from an invisible rifle in the hands

of an invisible witel which left no visible signs of

its mysterious power; but the secret effects of whisch

were beyond the skill of any and all doctors, to which

his dupes gave aassent,

ﬁote: This nanuseript remains as written by Pete

W. Cole, Investigator, who so carefully follows

the Indian expression of khowledge and idees
held by the lndian interviewed. -Editor
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