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: - s .
¢ 1
‘ i
1. Name Swsan Colbert . 1
° Ten 3
2. Port O0ffire Address ‘oteau, Oklshoma, General ! elivery }
3, Residence address (or location) jeme
4, DATE OF RIRTH: Month - December Day 6th Very 1868
5. Place of birth Near Hugo, Chectaw County, .Klahoma.
6., Name of Father i0b Parrot Flace of birth Joxas
Other information atout father - Cherokes Indlan
7,- Name of Mother Nary Amm NeCoy Place of birgh Hississippd

votes or complete narratvive by the iheld workir dealinge with the lifs ghd
tory of the iercon interviewsd. Rof:ir to Manual for su-u.ted subjects
rd questions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach Tirmly to

his forme Number of shicts attached 4
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Gomer Gower
Investigator

1-6<38 .n Interview with Susan Colbert,
" (colored)roteau, vklahomc.

Susan Colbert was born in what is now Choctew
County. Her mother, Mary Ann MeCoy, was a ex-slave and
her fathér, Bob Parrot, was a Cherokee lndian and was,
ppqaumaply, a part of that band of Cﬁerokees who settled
in Northeast Texas under the terms of a treaty made with the’
Republic of Texas during its brief existence. This band later
returned to the Indian Territory.

Prior to °.ae removal period, Susan Colbert's mother and
grandmbther were owned by §he' Greenwood family in Mississippi
and, with several other slaves, were traded to Bob Shields,

" one of the emigrating Choctaws, for lands which he owned in

‘Mississippi. These slaves were brought by Bobd Shieldsyto
the new Indian @erritory. Upon the marriage of one of his
daughters to Billy McCoy, ¥ary Ann, later the mothei/of

Susan Colbert, was given to the newly married McCoys and

/

was owned by them until the emancipsation, Hauce, the
name - McCoy- by which she wag known until §é§ death near

- the ¥cCoy plantation.

!

Her father, Bob Parrot, the Cherpkee Indian to

whom refersnce hes been made, had he liygd until the time

'
!
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of enrollment as a citizen would have conferred upon her
all the rights and privileges of & Cherokee c¢itizen, How~
ever, his death which 6ccurred in 1870, many years before the
enrollment was made, rendereé it impossible for her to prove
her Cherokee parentage, uith,the result that she was granted
the privileges of a Freedman only. .
Her mother resided on and near the McCoy planiation ¢
for several years after the freedom cf the negroes was |
proclaimed and was at all‘timos giver the necessary assist-
ance by the MoCoys in Tesring her family after the death?;r
her husband whioh occurred in 187C; as stated. The :olationp
ship between the former slaves and their former cwneré Te-
mained much the samess {t was before the sla&ge wer?_éivon
their freedom. ¢
In 1885, Susan Colbert was united in marriage to
Tom Smith, who was & mixture of Choctaw and negro, a gay
adventurer who left her to shift for herself witﬁip a

short time after their marrisge.

Some years later, she was married to I. C. Colbert,

a Chootaw Indian, with whom she lived until his decth which

occurred on September 2lst, 1935,
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»

She now resides with a dsughter at Potesu.

Upon being asked if she had been granted the rights
of 8 citizen through her Indian relationship- father and
two huabands; she réﬁlied that ske had not; that the enroll-
ment regulations prohibited the rscognition of  Indian end
negro marriages so far as esfébliehing rights of citizenship
vas concerned, and that she was granted the rights of a freed-
man end not the rights of a Choectaw or Cherokee citizen.

This brief story.of the 1life and ‘rexiniscences of
the daughter of sn ex-glave is of intéreat in that, among
other things, it accounts for the manner in which some of
the slaves came into possession of the emigrating Choctaws
wher they were ebout to lesve their former iiississippi
homes to carve out new abodes in 8 new land whieh they
had been led to believe wéﬁld be theirs for all tine to
come, and at their death would be handed down to their
children from generation to generation.

It also aéconnts for and brings out in a most
forceful menner, the many perplexing situations which

thrust themselves upon the attention of the various

a w

enrolling committees for solution. The wisdom of
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Solomon could not have devised a more effective provision
for the protection of the Choctaw citizens than that which
withheld recognition of marriages between the ;ndian and
negro races. Had such marriages been sanctioned and sccept-
od as s proof of the rights of citizenship, innumertble bogus
claims for enrollment would have been made and real justice

would have been thwarted,



