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: The Experiences of an Oklahoma Pioneer,
i. .Josephine E, Ghadwick, Altus, Okla. .

Yve had s i x boys and wanted them a l l t o own'land r i g h t

around'us and t h a t was impossible where we were in Texas a s

land the re was too h igh . $e sold out everything, f i t t e d up

'two wagons and one- buggy with everything tha t <any one could ^

need on a loag journey. Only tw.o o f our boys would come.
' •" - - " '* " -' •".:. - . ' - - . . 1 . . . •

o They ' a l l .had g i r l s . , One of them marriedland came with us

on h i s honeymoon. We turned one of the wagons over to t h i s

son and h i s ' bride*.
The other boy took the buggy and e\ ery time we. would

stop he would say t o «ne,MMa, I'am going bjack the very next

.town we come to""but he never d id . 1' drove one wagon and

~Pa-.soae.tJmes^:rsde_^iithjne and sometimes 1 rode in t h e buggy.

We t ra i led a l l over th is north west Texas. \>'?e brought ,

old binder with us arid that was packed with \fine cotton

seed and canned fruit", vegetables and preserves. We had11

plenty to eat-, so we just wandered-around I6ok\ng and

looking. ' Sometimes we would.pome to a place wAere they were

laying off a town «nd V&^might camp a day or two\ there .

They .were just..surveying Altus find talking of movUng, i t
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from Bitter Creek on 'account of 'flooding. Mr. Uhadwick

bought several lo t s . He bought other places but some" way

we never sold these lots and that is why we are here now.'

We did not stay then however but on north we went.-

we had this fine cotton'seed and we w.ere driving very fine

mules to one of the wagons. My husband was a farmer but

.he could work as a carpenter as could both the boys and l-

-we would travel alongvStou and piqk up work,finish'end

go along. ,..e got within forty miles of Guymon ead here

• ' , * . . . • •

we decided to file, v.'e plowed around the land and went

to the. nearest point for lumber only to find that- part '

of t̂he country vias not opened for • settlement. yet.

de began to wander again. 1 do not know how many

» * ^ ' *
years we wandered. , I t was a1 regular. .picnic for me. I -

-en-j o yed-every-da-y- of i t . -̂ Eh is~who le coLunt ry vtais_ j iisj;
• . - • . ' >

of dugouts which v̂ ere l i t t l e mo\inds on the ground and

vsinae. we drove in any direction we wanted to ,we would'be

right, on a map's home before we would know.,.it. If we

were out of coffee or meat no one would ever have money/

for supplying us. Everywhere we were invited to come

eat ât the. table or.spend the night.



•CHADiVlCK. JOSEPHINS. E. INTWIBrf. •' • •• ' ' ' 8519-
• : • • • • ' • , * • ' ; • 1 4

'I was terribly afraid of Indians and we saw a great
•' i : ' • . • •

many of them but hacl no "truck"' with them. v . >
) • * •

* Mr. .Ghadwick.would, buy and s e l l . I would put my name

to an.y paper he asked me to un t i l we got back to 'Altus; He

-built- me a. l i t t l e house and bui l t "a house for the married

boy-and his wife and'he and tne boys'had a l l the. work they

Wanted to do but one day Mr.1 Chcdwick came in and said,

"Wife, 1. ana 50ing to se l l and go to Lawton and buy and

there, we v/ill stay.".' • " , • • • . ,1 '

I saidj^Look here Dave ain't that where all .them

'Indians air? I te l l you, i)ave, I ain't' going to sign no
! i • i '

more deeds. 1 got' a nice l i t t l e house here and 1 have

got to begin to plant flowers and t rees and make i t look

like* homec we have wandered around enough.n Stay. l did

and here I\ am. ' • •
• • . . . 3

tfee bo ysTbut %; wo "Same"to: us . l^hauied- w i th -ua—
\ . • • • • • • . - .

everywhere mV home nacie blankets, spreads, q u i l t s , sheets>

•pillow^ cases ând towels.

?ihen .1 wfes a g i r l we had to make everything we had.

1 .mean' we had to . sp in the thread weave the c lo th . Mother
* \did the carding and old negro Mammy, who never l e f t us, and

l .d id the .spinning\tand Sis ter did thejweavfing. I s t i l l have
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some of t-he>t sheets and coverlets that, we made. , When 1 married- '

1 had eleven pairs of stockings that I'had knitted af ter I had

spun and bleached, the thread. 1 had never had these stockings

on un'til I was E^ried'&nd they,came pret ty near lassting me a

l i f e time.- \Ye did nof'deal in store bought truck.much, as we-

•did not think i t was good or. last ing; ' We dyed everything

'any color %e .wanted to from barks and herbs, i.'e" had'prett'y

-reds and blue's and yellows too and blacks, and browns were

easy. • ' . • - . ' •

• • For winter we knit our hoods and- '^fascinators"JfOr ijihe •

summer we wove them out of grasses. \X had a hat made of

-palmetto that-my chum and1 1 gathered and wove the hat and

dyed i t ' b lack . Then we went to a millinery store and had

i t shaped, put a coat of gum arebic on i t and every

summer we would change the flowers and.ribbons on i t and

I wore th i s hat more than twenty five years and sold i t

to a negro for SS-OO vVe made fans out of •oeafowl's*

fee theirs and used the* f ekthers on'out hats too. ' •

• ' . " ; . ' V ; • •

The Good Book says Itfiat "A.l ion and "lamb<shall l i e

down together "'I have seen\p peafowl and. dogs swimming

iil 'the samQ pool/"
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My friend Annie Brown and I made everything 'alii£&.. We
• - " • . • e , - ' " ' ' " ' • ' • ' ' • • : " - " - - •

wove our bed t icks gnd^sent to the gin for cotton but mostly

we had feather beds. • ' * . . . • . ' • '- . '

I have had. a goo^ l i f e and my boys are a l l good to me,. '

I ^o- to the store for everything I want now but 'I an no happier

tlmn I was when we made everything at home. Things made at

home lasted a long time. •

Every generation for i t s o.wn pleasures and pains. „ • _' -
1 *'

I gue's's God's. waj,*s. are not o.ur ways but ,l\am satisfied. ' '


