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‘rORI\S PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian»Ploneer Yistory Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker's name Mildred B, McFarland

This report made on (date) August 17, 1937

1. Neme  Williem A, ORitwood

2. Post Office Address EO03 West Mainm
Rdmond, Oklahoma,

3. Residence address (or location)

“4. DATE OF BIRTH: ifonth September Day 25 Year 1869

Se Place of birth Missouri

Seott County, Temm.

6. Name of Father Hendersom Chitwood ... . p pirth

Other inforhation about father Died 1845

7. ‘Name of Mother Blizabeth RobiR8ORL; ... o pirth Reymolds copnty. Mo.
Died 1847

Other information about mother

—

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
1ife and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for
suggested subjects and questions.. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach flrmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached  Six. .
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Mildred B. MoFarland

\

Interviewer
Auguat 17, 1937

Interview with
Williem-A. Ohitwood
~ Edmo.d ) Oklah Om& .

p My former home was im Ellimgtom, Mimsouri., 1I
had taught ackool there for several years. My father
camé to Hartsell for his health im 1892. .He was very

111 and semt for me the followimg year of 1893, I

arrived in March. Father pacsed away in May. There
" were no cemeteries closorithan vklshoma City, so we
buried him on his komesteed. be hed bought a place
about tem miles southeast of Edmomd. There are quite
& aumber of the family buried thers.

There was »o necogsity of my going back to ¥iss-
ouri, es the femily imsisted or my staying and makinmg
the rua on the Cherokee Strip.

I weat to Orlamdo iam & lumber wagom amd.into
Perry onr & flat car. Th& trains were so crowded that
I had to wait for the third traim ocut. Comsequemtly,
" whea I did arrive * was too late to file om s olaim.

"I bought a relimquishment latar, Rowever and started
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to farm it. The followimg ycjr 1 taughi school for
six months and farmed the other six.
The school was a small oWe-roomed affair, ome ‘

and ome half miles morthwest af Spemcer, It was called

"Bloody=-Point," later changed ito "Summayside.” ’.It is
s8till stamding. o

Whan the Kickapoo Reservation was throwa opsa for
sottlcm;lt. my sister dccid§d to make the run. She was
going to ride a fast pony of mime ‘ard I was going to
ride with her oa a mule, I was mot goiiz to ataﬁe 8
claim, but my sister did mot want to gq alone. There
was a ;grzo orond assemﬁled ard everyome was restless
as the. time drew mear to atart.

I got off my mule to go into a buildimg to ask
the time and while I was insids, the starting gun was
fired. .Evoryono started ia & mad rush amd my mule
wont t00. I mever expected to see him again, dut some-
time later. I foumd him tied to a tree.

Before my father died the rumiiy 1ived i a small

ome~-roomed log cabin. After his death I had a two-

roomed frame house built. We 4id not‘have much rurii-
T
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ture, most of it was made from nativollumberntakon off \\
the farm. We only had one homd made Yed.” The childrea |
slept om pallets, made from dried grass.
The Imdians weré very frieamdly ai@ xever caused
us aay trouble. There was a lerge cattle ramch mot
far from our place called "Seveath §;a." Juat across
the river from it is vhere Waahilgtonglrvini caught
a wild horse. That was mortheast of our.place. We
were located om the western edge of yhag wés called

¥

"Nine Mils Flats.” | .

)

a o

Thers was a smallpox epidemiec in.l§§z. All the
schools wers closed and the children were -yegoinatad.
Thers was a small trading post and post office loca-

in township
ted or tke southeast quarter orr§§ction]13 range 2
west. it was on the southwest coruer of the quarter
section. I%“waa called the "Hartsell Tradiamg Post"
and i3 no longer tyer..

fho Star Mail Route extemded from Edmond as
far east as Chandler.

Mr. Hartsell was the postmastér and alsc ocarried

the mail. He would ride horseback, with the mai} ia
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saddle bagé aoross ais horse.

1 taught im several District Sehools from 1694
to 1901. I kept the farm going im the meantims. We
raised sheep and cottom. Mother used to weave all our
carpets. She would sit at her spimnimg wheel for {,
hours. GShe made all our clothes im this way. She
gathered bark from trees to muke brown dye. Bluq dye
was too expemsive. A pair of "store pénts"zwith One
hip pocket were a luxury. If there were two kip pock-
eta in & pair of "store pamts" that was the height of

elegance for a maan or boy.



