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Neme _ paward L. Chembars
Post Office Address Elk Cisy, leghggg .
--Residcnce address (or location) 017 W lst Stroot
DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth pegember Day 1B _ Year 1866

Place of birth ) Andergon County, Texas
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] ’ ,
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Ethel Mae Yates, Interviewer,
mat 16’ 19570 -

~

_ kb Interview with Mr. Edward L. Chambers, :
917 W. 1st . Street, Flk City, Oklahoma. %

1 1—133 bdorn in Andsrson County, Texas, December 12,
1866 and came to Stephens County, Texes in 1874. I was
raised on the frontier aabstephe:.u County was then a ‘
cettle country end e .place whers the men carried the law
on ethei;' saddles. The law was a rope and a gun but efter
law and ordgr began to come in we began to have schools.

‘ Fathoer was herding ca‘;tle at this time and Broyﬁer
Will end I carried his &inner to him. There were Indians
in the country and the cowboys :had been after them so rtho
Indiens had dewided into four groups eighteen in a group;
titey spied ue end cut us off from the house. ¥We wers just
siall boys but we hed heerd older%ont hiding in o
thicket and putting bhoys at the front for a ?lcoy. §e we N
ran 1n§o a thicket and‘ the Indiens thought we were there
es a decoy gnd got afraid and laft us and we were sble to
€o hoin;. _These were Comanche and Kiowa Indians.

¥We moved tron hez;o ‘to central Texas. We ioro working -

four yoke of 'Q:mn but had an extra team in case they got
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footworn and aoro; So we put on the extras and one yoke

. were old stegs. We had gone right in’to»tho business part

of Fort Worth when the atags got hot and took & motion to
quit. They both broke away at the at{m time and weat the
aa'iz‘z&way. I tried to stop them on my hc;rse but cﬁﬁld not’
they ran into 8 lerge dry goods store and there were a |
number of clerks in there. If they had n;veg clinbed before
they climbed that time end of all the yelling and screaming
they wefe doing it snd the ategs were upsetting countera and
everyth;.ng as they went., I finally gbt the stags ou€ end

went around town and never hed to pay a fine. The olice

o
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came out.and talked with ms and 1etvnit g0
In the year of 1887, my brother Will, a half brged |

Choctaw boy and 1 came o Indien Te;ritory. This boy had
gotten into trouble and had come to Texas for safety and they
never csught him, The Choctaw law was when they caught s man
end tried him and fovnd him gutlty snd he was given s death
sentence tﬁe word of a Chetaw was good and when thg time came
for any of them to pay the penalty & man would go and sit

down and lean back egainst a tree and be shot. When we ceme

i1
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40 the Territory we came horseback up the old Denison |
Trail end crossed Red River at the Horseshoe Bend., We
picked cottoi on the old bayou snd in Love County. Pike
‘Mccdy and a men call#d fexean John owned 'most all of thel
velley. MNsrietis was car post office and was in the

. Chickasew Nstion. Bill and Jorry had control of most all
the country at tl’mt time. We came prospecting. We liked the
country pretty well so we leased a little place near Ardnore.
Ardmore was & very smell place at that%&g&; it hsad three
stores and smell hotel and a b}acksmith shop. We went back
t0 Texas and got Pather and Mother. We were on the road
seven ddys and it reined on us etery{dny We camped out
avery. Aight bdbut one 2nd that night we stayed in an old log

schoolhouse but would have besn as well off cutside ss the

aohoo}.houso leaked and the rain blew ln all the cracks. We

- ¢rossed Red m'nr ¢ Love's rerry. e brought sore cattle

with us and all the household goods we hsd. We brought
Father and Mother to tixe‘“ n3w country,1 don't know why we

ceme unlegs {t was the call for something dif?rennt. e

- !
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farmed here for three yeara, then moved to a place near
THmckerville, then from there went to a plase neer Veluma,
an Indien town, and took an Indien lease.
The Territoary wes at that time under Felersl laws.
Heck Thomas was then United States lMershal for the
Chickagaw and Choetaw Katfons., Fort Smith, Arkenses,
was ¥he place where they would try &1l cases. Heok Thomas |
went about with eightm men, & cook and a chuck wagon, and
& buck board} thebuokboard was to houl the @d outlaws
in. . . | |
¥y brother-in-law and I made the Run into the Cheyemne
end Arapeho Strip. The United States soldfers were lined |
up all along the line and vhen twelve o*clock came on the !
22nd dey of April, 1889%,%.;1{& held their guns in the afr and
fired, every shot wes timed to the second ana you could not
have told dut that there_tas but one gun fired if you had
not known differantly. Tusre were about t!entyn-taiu‘ thousand
6n the line vhen ths guns were fired.
There taaj a cowboj there fal;ing the people just how
to aross tlﬁ orop’k. Tgis was Osk Creoek near Sacred Heart.
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while this cowboy was talking to the people, a real

old grandmother ceme up to him end caught hold of &
dbutton on his chaps to drav hiz attention. She asked
him what to d0 to get & claim; he amked her whero; her
horse was and she. told him ghat she didn't have any and |
seid that she had come from Xansas in a buggy and an cld
%n who wes the only friend she had had come ”in a8 wagone
) This cowboy told her no? to try to make the run but he

told her and this msn to stend still and said that just a

- few yards from the creesk there was a rock with a mark on i't‘

and there was good land on eaclg side and that the people
would be so excited that they u(ould,not stop there and’
when the other people passed over this old women and men
could put down their stekes. |

A few moments after this tmahed_ télking , the people
stampeded worse than any herd of cattle I ever saw. They
ran their horses off of the dbluffs, They were on foot, ?n
horseback, in buggies, wagons and every way they could get

thers and in a few moments the prairie was covered with

people. I made the run with them and from the Kiowa 1line

v
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to Cloud Chief I sew thres claims staked. Peorle were
wild and ran o';er fine land huating aometﬁng better,
ﬁo of thef were these two 0ld people from Kansas and |
one Wes af 0ld man by himaelr& in a prairie schooner. I
was one with then but I did not put down my stake, It
was sstimated that there wers fiftden thousend people
at Wells éamp. A little later peoi;le ceme n and filed
o m?m. o
In 1894 I m;rrioa anﬁ settled on a 1ittle place
nesr Velma on a.little farme. Our home was ofi log room
wi§h a dirt floor. For xmlo'u'tb?rq tea-e‘hc;;e: sawed
out in the logs. Ws alsp had a al;ed room and our yerd
ws fenced n with rails and m(ahont rifty feet square,
As we dfdn't have any chicken !:sasa’, nw wife ﬁad set
seven hcas fn the fencs coners ahi samsthing had cenght
ell the hens but one. Onme ni@t:; By wife woke me end sa1d
something was after the last hen,. I got up end got my gun
_‘and went to the door. The old heh was ruming for the house

and something wes after her. I shbt at the "vamment” dut it
g0t dway. The nest morming I tracked 8 by the bleod snd

' * f
*»
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found 1t Qéad and 1t was a bob cat and as large as any dog ‘
 § hed eve;r seth. : |

-I settled here as/?emer. raisod eotton, corn, snd
bhogs 1 hgve sold cotton as low as 2 cents & pound, cotton=-
seed cost $5,00 a tonuand 1 have seen the time when we
couldn?$ sell the seed end if we got 20 cents per bushel
for co”rz\x we were' doing well, We would get as high as 5 cents
a pound for drensed hogs. There was lots of geme such as
aepr. turkey and fish and Anywhere you would go was hunting
ground and ihere was fish in ey‘ery little hole of water and
21l kinds of wild fruit. For recreation there were dance;.
end horse races. When thers was to be s horge race the
people would come for days ahead and cénp to be ready'rcr
the race,

' VWe would also have the old time camp meetings; the men
would duild large bruafx arbors end the people would come for
- miles al;'ound. They would come in wegons, b@ea or on foot
nor just anyway’ to get there; they would bring their food

angl the imen would cogk on campfires snd they would take )
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turns ab{ét going home on hvréeback to -do their chores.
I.kXoow when I woulg be st camp meeting which was not
very often I wouldn't be there thirty minutes until at
leest twenty-five péople would hsve o“fered me somethi:ug
to eats ‘Everybody was your friend in thrhse dayse.
Anpt&er thing people had to fight ageinst in those
deys thét people knoy nothing about t;daﬁ was preirie

4

fire. ‘Thg grass ¥as as high és a men's heed when he was
in a wagon in the spring seet with the-side boards on;
vherh a prairie fire would bresk >ut the first thing peop%s
. C
wrild do wes $d back fire and one wey of back firing waé for
two men to take a r&ﬁe snd oil the ends of the rope arnd set
fire to it. Then, they would kill e yearling and tie its
four feet together and anotger man would drag it down ?he
trail that the tw; men heé cone over snd othe;ﬁ would follow
with wet sescks and anvthing they cHhuld fight fire with., 1¢
you hsve mnever fought fire you havé‘misaed something dut of

all the fires I have helped fight and people and snimals that

burned “to death I never did find where s young cslf or a .
7
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young deer had b burned to .deeth; I have found them
vhere the long hair on their ears had burned and the heir
had been sGorched a little. But the fire had jumped them
~ - '
lgaving them almost unlarmed. ‘
"
When I look back on those days of low prices and many
herdships, I look back snd think of them ss gobd old 4ays

when peocle loved one another.



