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carl R. Sherwood,
Investigator.
October 23, 1937.

Interview with Walter Childers,
_ Okemsh, Oklahaome.

My father, Kllis B. Childers, wes bor:. ‘January
10, 1866, th'q} ;:hird son of Napoleon 3. Childers ang
Sophia @?elford.

No Bs Childerg was a half Cherokee and half white
man, adoptea'Sy the Oreeks at the tefminat.ion Jf the
Civil War,

Bllis* mother was one-fourth white and three-fourths
Creek while his grandfathers on both sides were of Eng-
ligh descent.

Bllis attended schooliat the old Yellshamsgee Missin
in 1877 where he remained three years. Arterwariie‘ he
went to the Government school at carlislq, Cumberland
County, lPenneylvania, where he ramained thres and one-
helf years. ) : N

puring tho.ae years he learned the nrinter's trade

and left there in June, 1884. Unfortunately,however,

owing to lack of funds,he was unabdble to éiaturn and
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complete his education. After this hevspent two years
on a cattle ranch until 1888 when he begen to asaist
his father in farming and remained tw& years onihin
father's farm, r

In January, 1888, he married Miss Fannie Davis,
daughter of Joe Davis,a oitizen of the United States,-
and to this union were born two childrem, Walter and
Irenes. |

In 1887 Ellis Childers was elected to the House
of warriors; he wéé the youngest member of the lowér
house &hd in 1891 wan again elected for a term of four
years.

éllis Childera first hecams prominent in the House -
by hig detenaQ of Chief Checotsa éﬁen the Muskogee Party
ﬂied ;verf effort to impemch him; The young man's speech
of defense was a remarkable effort for ocne of his years

and experience and went far in :epdering him popular

with his party.
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'Ellia Childers_ waye had adbout £ifty head of
cattle and thirty hemd of horses ”ang miles on the
,rﬂnge. These cattl%.norses and miiles féﬁ themselves
through the Winter ﬁut ¥r. Childers fed the teams
that he worked. He also haq rror? two %0 three hundred
hogs running loosé in the bottem lands. He farmed
about two hundred e;cros of vettom landvin corn and

®
cotton.



