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Field Worksr, Gomer Gower,
‘ October 23, 193‘7.

Interview with Harvey Chaylin
- Howe, Oklahoma

-Deniel Chapiin was dora in Teniienee on Merch 29;
. 1843 snd five years later waa brought to the Indian |
Terri tc?y by his parents, Doctor Chaplin end his wifs,
. #ho was pars Cherokee. The Chaplin femily settled on o "
the Poteau Rﬁer--neeﬁr the ﬁrkah,saa s’tate ‘line. Doctor | |
Chaplin practiced his professisn emomg the Choctews &s
sell as amo;ngthq vhites. His u;{; died soon after the
family esttled st this point, leeving him with five  °
small children %o q\‘t(:a’re for. In the coufse of the prectice
o-f"medicine the doc 1;0;' had endeared himself to many of

the Indj.ans because of his resdiness to respond to calla \
at all hours of the day and'lnight regardless of the
distance to be tra.velad or the starta of the weather.
Yhen the good doctor w¥as berett of his wii‘e he -

-’ received numerous requests from his adm.tlf'ing Indian friends
asking him to permit them to teke the children to their:

_ various homes and care for them. Among tHese meny
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requests wes one frecmfa“- ,par'ti{cularly religious C’hoct;.gm,
whose name was Jackson Collins and who lived af. the

\gnf}pence of Jemes ?Ol‘kt Crésk and the Potesu River.

' ’Ihi";i good dld Indian wanted oz'xe of the ‘boys, pre’_ﬁar‘ably
Deniel\Chaplin who was -of the same age as one o01‘ his,
own sons,\about tem yssers, to come and live at his homee
80 that his\»\v‘n children through their a_saocie'ltidn with
Daniel could l;@\n the Inglish language. Through ‘éhiS‘
arrangement,‘-!?aixie\l beceme & member of the home of
Jackson 60111ns and;ss\'treeted in 511 ways es & member
of this Indian family and juat before the outbrsak of

- the Civil g‘er, ‘Boetor Chapli‘n died and the children were -
61) taken care of dy kwdheerted neighbors. . |

Before his death Doector Chaplh\had foreseen the _
coming conrli ct gmd hgxd adjured his young» sons’ “to be loyp‘l
to the Government é\nd under no ¢ircumstanpés\ to take up
Py iit:] eigainst, it. This feeling on t{ze part of the Doctor
was we)fl known to e}l the Indians including the I\n*dian '
un;ier whose roof l;ue son was glven a home Jackson Conins

was averse to thé Choctaw Trzbe"a taking any part in tht\* /”

war, as he reaiized that existing /i:reati’es wi th the
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,~Fede;'al Govermmsnt uo{;ldciw placed in Jeoperdir should ‘ .
the tribe j;Jin with the Confederae‘y in 5.1:3~ attempt Aat
:see' ;asioﬁ. Many of the' full blood Choctaus Wei-'e' of the
sa,me‘:mind. _However, upon being ‘t0ld that the Indfan ‘
troops would be used oilly foqr“"tzhe p‘urpos‘e'o.f keéping h
t:he w.arx'-ing.racti‘ona out of the Indian ',I’erritory and
would thus pz.'even.t foraging and th:e déstruction of
. lif; and property, the consent of the tribe wis sécured
- to form twoops far t}zat purps e. 'Subse};uent events,.
aowever, proved thet this promi se'was not made in good
foith and that the Indien troops were used by the *
Confederztes in are;s outside the, Indian Terri tory.

‘ This\ state of~affnirs,led to a close aligmﬁent»'of

those who hed favored a policy of neutrality and caused ‘, )
many of them o;i'enlg: to espouae; the ceuss of the Union /
forces. The result of this aligﬁmeﬁt.waé that {ts
proponents wers made the victims ot atrocities commit-
’ ted by participa;t; of the. oppoa ing cause. Upon the]
davelopment of this condition, the Indian, Jeckson | |
Collins, feeling tha responsibility wﬁ"ch rested upon;

him as the roster. father oﬁ‘ the son of - his rriend

”

. - ;'. ) ..
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Doctor Cheplin, now dead; end fearing for Déhiel*'s safeti,
presented hifu with a pony -and saddle an eight pgeuges shot-
gun and & Vowie knife, anl advised him to leave the Indiaa
Territory wntl the emd of the conﬂi‘ct when, he hoped a :
Daniel coul return and egain take up his abode in the
home of his ather' s friend. ‘Howevp.r, the young men,
Daniel Chaplin, found it imposs:ible;fo remain neutral, s
did twoof his brc')there,aa non~combatant‘s» wex:e rege rded |

with 1ittle

respect ‘t;y both of thecontending forces, so

thege three young boys made their wey to Fort Smith snd

offered thenselves for service in the Union Army.

By t is time Jdeniel Chaplin had attained the age of

ninsteen years and, af_ter somg tre,ining, was deaigngted
| as disp& ch can:ier between Fort Smith aud/Fort Gibson. : N j
' atermiqanon to safely deliver the important
messe ge ;entfusted %o £is care-and to permit nothing, be

; scouts, high )‘water in t',ﬁe streams which it was . '
ry to cross or; eny other obstruetion to 1 )orfera/
| /wieth 113 fat tht{xl pemomnnce. The distance between the |

8 was inety miles, a dlstance which only the

v l



o o 69

CHWLIN, HARVEY. Interview.. - - = . 7309 05
. ; ’ ’ ' 1;

i F \ ‘

) beét norses could travel at onc;etretch, horses which could

o§t~dist5nce the less fleet pqnies’of the Indien scouts, S

ghould they be intercepted. Tor these reasons, only the

P

eream of the szimale the country gfforded were used for

-

thﬂé purpose. The run was elways made at night, end alvays
on & slightly different route. This preceution was neces-
sary to pfgvent the danger of'being intercepted by the

" enemy ahouiﬁ a single route be constently used. Imrgine

the condition of the poor bersts efter making that rn of
‘:. 3
ninety miles &t 2 fast gnllop excent when crossiqg'a stream

or climbing & steep hill! Perhaps nc less tired wes the

young rider sfter his long and tiresoms ride through
\
rogions where dangsrs lurked =t every leep of thé\horse

L]

ceusing a tenseness which, in i tself, wes more tif&%omg
than the ninety mile rige.
After serving in this grueling capecity for soms time, -

Ur, Chaplin was assigned to scout duty 1d’ﬁhe area surround- P
. ing Fort Smith and had meny narrow escepes from capturs o ’

desth while in this service. The Federal forces,as well

as the Confederates, sought the servicas of Indians &s

E

scouts in recognitién of the ability of the Indian fﬁ;see

&

£
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#ithout being seen and of his uncanny way of detecting théd
tracks of horses or of men which to th;,;hite.man were |
unnoticeable. On one occés;on, when Daniel Chaplin was
aécqmpanied by two of tpese’fedgral Indiaﬂ scouts, the scouts
“looked ﬁack and observed that: they were being r§1loued by two
_scouts who they thought were in the employ of fhe .Conredaziat'cs.
* Mr. Chaplin ordered his tWo Indisn scouts to go béck and
captﬁreﬁthe.e‘scouts but pot to kill them unless it beceme
necessary to preserve their own lives. .The ppouts did as
difected, but when the donféd’arete Indian‘;)oouta saw them
returning they separeted, o%e gﬁing Egat, the other VWest

80 neither of them wns‘captufed. In the meantime, Mr. Chaplin
had kept a close watch in)the airegtion in éhicﬁ they had

been traveli:ng.i Upon the ret:\&xm'- 61‘ his two Indian scouts
without the Indians whom fﬁey hed unsuccessfully chased,

Mr. Chaplin fesred that the opposing scouts ;ould‘immediatoly
communicate with fhe Indiaﬁ Confbderateltroopa and that thaae‘

.

muld lose no time in an attempt to capture the thres Union
scouts. #hile Mr. Chaplin and his aides were discussing this_
possibility, a troop of aomethgng like twenty-five Indieans

were seen approaching them at full speed. This indicated
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that the two scouts who had eluded capture hai! lee ¥ no time

,g
in apprising a nearby Conrederate cormand of the nresence”

of Union scouts 1n the vici:;ity. The ‘three Union accmte
quickly mounted their horses and haaded ror the brow of a
ridge which thoy knew would, vhen crossed, opacnro them
fram the sight of their z;nriuers for » short time at.least.
Here,.Mr. Cheplin orderéd his two Indian scouts tovmke for
a neerdby mountain, while he, hims-lf, pro%ectea from v:ew,
by the 1nterveﬁ1ng ridge, made an effort to check the edvance
of the oncoming trcopgpa. Such was the success of this
mensuver, that t&eytroopa were not only checked in %heir md
" race but they finally withdrew leaving several of their

comrrdes dead upon the battleground. This unususl feat was

sccomplished through-the strategy of Mr. Chaplin in changing

his post tion along the crest of the protecting ridge so that
‘his pursuers .were i;npreased with the fact that they were
faced with t.e resistance of several men, they 414 not know
how meny. In the confusion which r’eeulted from this one- |
sided battle, i&r. Cﬁeplin's horse broke loose and ran awsy
leaving him afoot.. He made his woy this to, the nearbdy
mountain to which he had dirccted his scouts to go, where,

he joined ﬁhem. In the meantime, the Confederates, being

{

e e
e
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bent upon the capture of Mr, c,haplip and his compenions
had at;cured lreinromane;,t- and _pnshed the chase of Izha
- th"rao Union ac:m't‘. to thé utmost. for a tim;; ‘the three
_ men with bixt:twpuhorsas eluded their pursuers but finally , ."}
épandon_ed their horses and attempted their escape on foot.
The soles of their boots became m0 slick t’prbpgh contagt
with grass and leeves that ﬁeir p’rﬁgroaa was aariou;sly '
impgded and they threw .away their boots and barefooted
rinally made their wsy to Fort S*with under cover of* night. T

Atter the close of the war, the, three bdrotlsrs wers . | |
reuni ted end again took up thel.r ebdbode in the ‘Indix;.ﬁ
Territory. The bitter fe-ling ehgend,ero‘d in the minds of
‘ad.he_rents ‘of both contending forces in the Civil Way was .
mfic manifest .1n many waya‘ A‘ni ex-Union soldier or
sympe thizer would be ambushed and killed quite frequently,
and, in reprisal, th_e‘ scme fate awaited those .who:dhe_red ' ‘
to the ceuse of the South. In this kind of an atmosph;re
one of the brothers ﬁs slain by unknown psrties, though
b ter, an Indied was discovered weariné some of the clotl’ie?
of the slain man. What finelly became of that.Indian is _

{ . .

left to conjecture. That state of affeirs was continued .

for some years snt finally 8 conference was requested by
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Mr. Chaplin with five of the men who he thought had inatigated
meny of theae acta of repriul which had brought abcut the
death ot meny poople who had lived in the surrounding ares.

On this-boccasion, Mr. Chaplin had learned of = oonapiracy
smong several of the leading ex—Congederaten to take his
lite. The names of these leaders are now ,1thheld as no_
" good cause willﬂbe served in their publieétion at- this time.
One of the parties to this conepiracy operated &= saloon ;'at
s1atoﬁ%1i1e, just across the State line. This perty, himself,
‘bad Killed many men and was locked upon as being dangerous

—

when aroused. Regardless of that, Mr. Chéplin visited the

- \
saloon at & time when no one else was present and calmly

~d

asked for two glasseaoy, Upon the gl{ees being

fille/d/}l/r ,,Qhapltn quickly drew his aix-ahooter and plaeod
its muzzle in one of the glaaaes and atirred the ecntenta '/\
with it. I?e then comanued the saloon-keeper to ‘arink

the whisky which he had thus stirred. After thus humiliat—

ing the once brave uloon—keeppr ¥r. Chaplin told him

that he would be held responsidle for all and any killings

which might take place in the mture as the rosult of the

111 feeling to which sllusion has beean mede. He 2ls0
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| commanded the salcon-keeper to ar ge 8 meeting of the

ﬂv; men, inc}uding the saloon—keg er, to be held atna
given time end pléce at which Mr. ‘Ghaplin would be presenf. .
In the meanﬁme Mr! Chnpnn haﬁ realized the diaadvantago
under ;t;{ch the Union sympathizers, the minority group,
were p]gcod- while acting ind'ividually against‘ an organized
group and had fom@d an organized group of tpoae“who ‘had,
or possibly would suffer persecution at the hands of the .
conspirators, with the avowed purpose of avenging the desth
- of éns-r one of’its members. The aéloo;l~keeper had been so
impressed with :&r. Chaplin's sincerity that he promptly
arrange;th;;onfere'r;ce and 1t was held at the. anpointed
time and place. At I!this conrerence, thqugh he alone
representgtf the minoirity group, Mr. Chaplin rgi;tereted
whet he had told the ssloon-keeper end bluntly told the
rive Southern sympa thizers that each' of them would b’e

|

‘ held responsible for any mrtl‘;’er’ persecutiona, of the
o

minority group and thet should they take any adventage cr

their superiority of numbers at that time, there were many

who had sworn to avenge his desth. That bold stat;mmt

to ri‘ﬁé ‘men by one had the desired effect.emd Mr. Chaplin

was assured that. he end all other aemb,ers of the group

i
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would never be mble;;ed further. It is to be re&emberod
that one full blood Choetaw Indian, an attendhntgat the
confereﬂce, made &n eloquent appezl far community pesce and
agsured ﬁr. C,h'aplin thet he could go where he pleased within
the Indian Territory without fesr for his personal satety,
Mr. Chaplin was noted as an excéllent markamen. This fact,
ﬁo dqub%, had & quieting effect upon his adversaries and{at
the scme time added strength to his utterance;s. ;
In leter yrers Mr., Chaplin engeged 1ﬁ the saddle and
harness business et Kully Chaha, a village within the area
where he had experienced so many esdventures.. Here l;e csme -
in contact with meny outie;s sho bought saddles and bridles
et his store in preference to going to Fort Smith Wh#;e trey
.faced almost certzin .arrest for deeds committed in tﬁe States
whose judicial Ju}isdiction did not extend into tﬁq Indien
Terri tory. Notwithstanding this frquent contact with
gesperadoes Mr, Chaplin had no difficulty with them. His -
reputation as a just man, and at tﬁe some time & man who
knew how to take care of himself was known far dnd wide.
His reputation, perhaps,‘can best be pictured by the
rele&ion,bf én ococurrence in the life of his grandson,

nov. living at Howe. A group of young men had gone to

T
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Sizawnae to engage & like group at that plesce in a matcheﬁ
geme of basket-ball. The vi siting group was entertained

' at anhotel where & real 914 ‘Choctaw‘happened also to de ' (
+ gueat. " The old Indian was sleepily lounging neer the » ‘
stove. In~the pr_ocess« of registration of the visiting
‘zzuest.s, he overhsrrd the neme Chaplin being called at which
'ﬁe perked up apd asked, “Chaplin?” ‘' After identirying the

T young man &as 8 z:eléuve of the man who vas the cause of
his inquirys he grunted, "Ch;aplin, he hip bed men.”

At the time of enx.'o.hl\ent, of ci tizens for lend ellot-
ments, the two surviving dbrothers, Danirl and Thomes
Chaplin,et the insistence of relatives,started on & trip
to Muskogee for thet pu_zlpose. They were essured of every
assistence by the relatives of their motl;xe-r who was part
Cherokes in proving up their rights to gitizenehip; After

_tro dsys travel in the d;reetion of Huskogee,however, they
cl;anged their minds, reversed their steps and ned
to their hom;s without having made their intedtions known

to the enrolling commission. Botk weﬁt to Aheir graves

true ko the_ flag which1 their fath’er, the Doetar, had
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adjured them to defend, if hecessary, with their ‘ives.
Deniel Cha»lin lived to the age of eighty years and
disd at Howe on April .24, 1923, where his remeins now

rest in the cemetery, L .



