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Field Wprter, Gomer
October 23, 1937.

Interview with Hairv-ey Chaplin
Howe, Oklahoma

; Daniel Chaplin was bora in Tennessee on M*rch 39 j

. 1843, end five years la ter was brought to the Indian.

Territory by his parents, Doctor Chaplin and his wife,

who was.par* Cherokee. The Chaplin femlly settled on

the Poteau IUver--near the Ax&a&saa state "line. Doctor

Chaplin practiced his proffesslda among the Choctaws as

well as among the whites. His wi/e died soon after the

fsally settled a t this point, leaving him with five

small children to care for. In the course of the pxaetlce

of medicine the doctor had endeared himself to many of

the Indiana because of his readiness to resroond to cells

at a l l hours of the day and night, regsrdless of the

distance to be traveled or the f^a-te of the weather.

>?hen the good doctor was bereft of his wife, he •>
I ' .

^received numerous requests from his admiring Indian friends

asking him to permit them to take the children to their '

various homes and care for them. Among tliese many
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requests was one from e' part icularly re l ig ious Choctew,

whose naiae was Jackson Collins and who l ived a t the

jonfluence of Jajnefi Fork- Creek ana the Poteeu fciver,
>f * • •

This good o ld Indian wanted one of the b o y s , p r e f e r a b l y
\ , o

,DanieI\Cliaplin who was of the same age as one of his.
Vv

own sons\about ten years,- to come and l ive at his home

so that" h i s \ » n children through -Qieir associatid.n with

Daniel could leVrn the English language. Through this

arrangement, -Daniel\became a member of the home of

Jackson Collins and was tree ted in o i l ways as 8 member

of this Indian family and Juat before the outbreak of

the Civil iSep,'Doctor Chaplin died and the children were
" • « \

oil taken care of by kiJidhesrted neighbors. ,

Before his .death, Doctor Chaplin had foreseen the
\ -

coming conflict and had adjured hig young sons- to be loyal
-\

to the Government and under ho circumstances to take up

arms against i t . This feeling on the part of the Doctor

was well known to aj l the Indians including the Indian *'

under whose roof his son was given a home. Jackson Collins
' • / ' • : . / ' v

was averse to the Choetaw Tribe* s taking any part in the^

war, as he realized that existing .treaties with the
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-Federal Government would«be placed in ^ojtBTiy should

the t^ ibe jo in with the Confederacy in i t s attempt a t
4

see ession. Many of the full blood Choctaws w«re of -the

seme'-mind. However, upon being told that^the Indian:

troops would be used only for the purpose of keeping

the warring.factions out of the- Indian Territory and

would thus prevent foraging and the destruction of
^ * -

life and property, the consent of the tribe was secured

to form toroops for that purpCBe. Subsequent events,

however, proved that this promise* was not made in good

faith and that the Indian troops were used by the * .

Confederates in areas outside the. Indian Territory.

.This\ state of • affairs, led to a close alignment of

those who had favored a policy of neutrality and caused

many of them openly to espouse the cause of the flhion

forces. The result of this alignment.was that i t s

proponents were made the victims of atrocities commit-

ted by participants of the. oppes ing cause. Upon thej

development of this condition, the Indian, Jackson" j '

Collins, feeling the responsibility wfiTch rested upon,

him as the foster, father of Uie son of his friend,'
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Doctor Chaplin, now dead1;, t*nd fearing fpr DanieP's safety,

presented hirii with a pony-and saddle, an eight gauge shot-

gun and a Vowie knife, anO advised him to leave the Indian

t i l the'end of the confli 'ct, when, he hoped

Deniel could return and again take up h is abode in the

hone of his

Daniel Chapl

father 's friend. However, the young man,

In, found i t impossible*to remain neutral ,ea

twovof Me brothers_,aa non-combstfint's were

with l i t t l e / r e s p e c t by both of the,contending forces, so

these three young boys made their wey to 'Fort Smith and
/ « »

offered themselves for service in the Union Army.I - '
By this time, Daniel Chaplin had attained the age of

nineteen/years and, after some training," was designated

\as dispatch car r ie r between Fort Smith atra Fort Gibson.

is duty required not only a liigh degjree of courage but

ajtso a cjletermination to safely deliver the" important

entrusted to his care- and to permit nothing, be

t enemjy" scouts, high |water in the streams which i t was •

ecessa!ry to cross or, any other obstruction to int»rfei

i1js flaithf/ul perioTraance. The distance between the

mi

ere

twp forts was ninety/miles, a distance which only the
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best horses could travel at one stretch, horses which could

out-distance the less fleet ponies'Of the Indian scouts,

should they be intercepted. For these reasons, only the

cream of the animals Ihe country afforded were used for

ttiRt purpose. The run was elnaye made at night.and alVaya

on a slightly different route. Iftis precaution was neces-

sary to prevent the danger of being intercepted by the

enemy should a single route be constantly used. ImKginf?

the condition of the poor' beasts efter making that r^n of

ninety miles et e'fast gallop except when crossing a stream •

or climbing a steep hil lI Perhaps no less tired.was the

young rider efter his long and tiresome ride through

1 regions where dangers lurked at every leap of the- horse

causing a tenseness which, in itself, wa's more tiresome

than the ninety mile rid«, , • ' ,

; After serving in this grueling capacity for some tine, •

*ir. Chaplin vtap assigned to scout duty in /the area snrround-

, ing Fort Smith and had raeny narrow escpes from capture or

desth whiie in this aeorvice. The Federal forces^as well

• as the Confederates, sought the services of Indians as

scouts in recognition of the ability of the Indian i6" see

i
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without being seen and of his uncanny way of detecting the

trades of horses at of men which to the white men were

unnoticeable. On one occasion, when Daniel Chaplin was

accompanied by two of these Federal Indian scouts, the scouts

looked back and observed that they were being followed by two
i

\

scouts who* they thought were in the employ of the Confederates.

Mr* Chaplin ordered h is Wo Indian scouts to go back and

capture these scouts but not to k i l l them unless I t became

necessary to preserve their own l i v e s . The scouts did as

directed, but when the Confederate Indianvscouts saw them

returning they separated, one going East, the other West

so neither of them was captured. In the meantime, Mr. Chaplin

had kept a close watch in the direct ion in which they^had

been traveling.* Upon the return of his two Indian scouts

without the Indiana whom they had unsuccessfully chased,

Mr. Chaplin feared that the opposing scouts would immediately

communicate with the Indian Confederate troops and that these

would lose no time in an attempt to capture the three Union

.scouts. While Mr. Chaplin and h i s aides were discussing th is

p o s s i b i l i t y , a troop of something l i k e twenty-five Indians \

were seen approaching them at f u l l speed. Inis indicated
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that the two scouts who had eluded capture had los ¥ no time

in apprising a nearby Confederate command of the presence
•<ff

ot Union scouts in. the Tloinlty. The three Union acouts

quickly mounted their horses and haaded for the brow of a

ridge which they knew would, when crossed, obscure them

from the sight of their pursuers for P short time at .least.

Here, Mr. Chaplin ordered his two Indian scouts to make for

a nearby mountain, while he, himself, protected from view,

by the intervening ridge,, made an effort to check the advance

of the oncoming troopers. Such was the success of this

:\ i. ' ,

maneuver, that the troops were not only checked i n w e i r mid

race but they f i n a l l y withdrew 1 earing several of the ir

cmrrdes dead upon the battleground. This unusual feat wes

accomplished through-the s trategy o f Mr. Chaplin in changing

his posit ion along the cres t of .the protect ing ridge so that

his pursuers were impressed with the fac t that they were

faced with the res is tance o f several men, they did not know

how many. In the confusion which resulted from th i s one-

sided b a t t l e , Mr. Chaplin's horse broke loose and ran away

leaving hia a foo t . He made h i s way t h . s to , the nearby

mountain to which he had directed h i s scouts to go, where,

he joined them. In the meantime, the Confederates, being
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bent upon the capture of Mr. Chaplin and his companions

had secured reinforcements and pushed the chase of the

three Union scouts to the utmost. For a time, the three

men with but two horses eluded their pursuers but, f inally

abandoned their horses -and attempted their escape on foot.

The soles of their boots became so .slick through contact

with grass and leaves that their progress was seriously

impeded and, they threw -away their boots andobarefooted,

finally made their wsy to Fort S-nith under cover of-night.

After the close of the war, th«vthree brothers were ;

reunited and again took up their .abode in the Indian

Territory. The bitter .feeling engendered in the minds of 9

adherents of both contending forces in the Civil War .was

made manifest in many ways. An ex-Union soldier or

sympathizer would be ambushed and killed quite frequently,

and , in reprisal, the same fate awaited those who adhered
*

to the cause of the Sou«», In this kind of an atmosphere

one of the brothers was slain by unknown parties, though

3s ter, an Indian was discovered wearing some of the clothes

of the slain man. What finally became of that-Indian i s

left to conjecture. That state of affairs was continued •

for some years ant! f inally a conference was requested by



CHAPLIN, HAHVET,. IWTEHVIBW. 7909.

- 9 -

Mr. Chaplin with f ive of the men who he thought had inst igated

many of these a c t s of reprisa l which had brought about the

death of many people who had l ived in the surrounding area.

On this -occas ion, Mr. Chaplin had learned of a conspiracy

among several of ttfe leading ex-Confederates to take h i s

l i f e . The names of these leaders .are now withheld as no

good cause w i l l be served In the ir publicat ion at- this t ime.

One of the part ies to th is conspiracy operated a saloon a t

S la tonvi l l e , just across the State l i n e . This party, himself,

bid k i l l e d many men and was looked upon as being dangerous

when aroused. Regardless of that , Mr. Chaplin v i s i t e d the

saloon a t a time when no one e l s e was present and ca ln ly

asked for two g las ses of-whi-ater*. Upon the g lasses being

f i l l e d , Mz^Qhaplln^quickly drew his s ix-shooter and placed

i t s muzzle in one of the g las ses and s t i rred the contents

with i t . He then coananued the saloon-keeper to drink

the whisky which he. had thus s t i r r e d . After thus hum! 11 at-K

ing the once brave saloon-keeper, Mr.' Chaplin told him

that he would be held responsible f o r a l l and any k i l l i n g s

which might take place I n the future as the re su l t of the

i l l fee l ing to which a l lus ion has been made,. He a l s o
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commanded the saloon-keeper to arrapge a meeting of the

five men, including the saloon-keeper, to be held at a

given time and place at which Mr. Chaplin would be present. ,

In the meantime ^r. Chaplin had realised the disadvantage
y »*-

under w&icn the Union sympathizers, the minority group,

were placed while acting individually against an organized

group and had formed an organized group of those who had,

or oossibljT' would suffer persecution at the hands of the

conspirators, with the avowed purpose of avenging the death

of any one of i t s members. The saloon-keeper had been so

impressed with Mr. Chaplin's sincerity that he promptly

arranged th$ conference and i t was held at the appointed
! v-

time and plaoe. At .this conference, though he alone
i

represented the minority group^ Mr. Chaplin reitereted
what he had told the seloon-keeper and bluntly told the

five Southern sympathizers that each of them would be
i

held responsible for any further persecutions of the

minority group and thet should they take any advantage of

their superiority of numbers at that time, there were many

who had sworn to avenge his death. That bold statement

to freemen by one had the desired effect, and Mr. Chaplin

was assured that* he and a l l other members of the group
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would never be molested further. It i8 to be remembered

that one full blood Choctaw Indian, an attendant' at the

conference, made an eloquent appeal for community peace and

assured Mr. Chaplin that he could go where he pleased within

the Indian Territory without fear for his personal safety.

Mr. Chaplin was noted as an excellent marksmen. This fact,

no dqubt, had a quieting effect upon his adversaries and at

the seme time added strength to his utterances.

In later yrers Mr. Chaplin engaged in the saddle and

harness business et Kully Chaha, a Tillage within the area

where he had experienced so many adventures~ Here he came

in contact with many outlaws who bought saddles and bridles

Ft his store in preference to going to Fort Smith rche/re Vey

faced almost certain arrest for deeds committed in the States

whose judicial jurisdiction did not extend .into the Indian

Territory. Notwithstanding this frquent contact with

desperadoes Mr. Chaplin had no difficulty with them. His

reputation as a Just man, and at the some time a man who

knew how to take cere of himself was known far and wide.

His reputation, perhaps, can best be pictured by the

rele£ion of an occurrence in the l i f e of his grandson,

now living at Howe. A group of young n»m had gone to



' CHAPLIN, HARVEY. INTEHVISW. 7909 212

-13-

t

Shawn©© to engage e like group at that piece in a matched

game of bsaket-bail. The v is i t ing group was entertained

at an'hotel where a reel old Choctew happened also to be

*>' guest. The old1 Indian was sleepily lounging near the

stove. In the process of registration of the visit ing

guests, he overherrd the name Chaplin.being called fit whiqh

he perked up and asked, "Chaplin?" 'After identifying the

' young man as a relative of the man who na3 thf- cause of

his inquiry* ke grunted, "Chaplin, he hip bed men."

•. At the time of enrollment of citizens for lend- e l lo t -

ments, the tnv surviving brothers, Daniel and Thomas

Chaplin^et the insistence of relatives^ started on a trip

to Muskogee for thet purpose. They were assured of every

assistance by the relatives of^the4r mother who was pert

Cherokee in proving up their rights to citizenship. After

two days travel in the direction of Muakogee^however,they

changed their minds, reversed their steps and returned

to their homes without having made their intentions known

to the enrolling commission. Both went to /their groves

true to the f lsg which their fether, the Doetor, had '
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Daniel Chaolin l ive^ to the ago of eighty yeers and

died a t Howe on April 24, 1923, where his remains now

rest in the cemetery, '-•
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