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Interview with William qhiehola — .
By Field worker, Jerome M. gmraona

September 3, 1937

Mr* Chisholm, a Cherokee-Creek Indian, liTes one

mile east and a half south of Okfutkee*

I em a Cherokee adopted into the Shawnee Tribe.

My allotment i» west of Shawnee and southwest of Dale,

in Pottawatomie County*

SCHOOLS.

I attended the Shawnee Mission, where the Sani-

tarium is now located, until I was eleven years of

age. I then attended the Chilloooo Mission for three

years. This Mission is located about six miles -

south of Arkansas City, Kansas. I left there in .

1894. Whan I returned hooe from Kansas, £ let a

oouple years go by before attending sohool farther
>

and it was 1897 when I completed another year at the

Shawnee Mission.

I then quit school end went to toe Cherokee Ka-

tion with my mother. I stayed there until my mother

died. We liTed ten miles east of Wagoner on Fourteen
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Mile P r a i r i e .

CIVIL WAR.

My father pat in a claim for $9,000 for property*

stock, etc., damaged and stolen during the Clril War.

This claim was partially allowed and paid only a few

years ago* This lose was damages to my father*a

property located at Asher, as the place 1B now called,

in the Ghiekeaha Ration.

ALLOTMENT.

Big Jim's Band of Upper Shawnees were against

the allotment of land to the Shavnees* White Tur-

key's Band consisting of absentee Shawnees favored

the allotment.

The Dawes Commission gave my mother the choice

of talcing an allotment for ma and herself in either

the Cherokee Hat ion or the ^hiokasha Ration^ She
4

took it in the Chiefcasha Nation. As there were

only a fe« hundred Shawnees, they were given their

lend in Fottavatoaie County which was a part of the
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Qhlokasha Nation. j

My allotment consisted of only about thirty-

seven and one half sores of practically worthless

land, located near a river which overflowed onto it.

I sold It at the first opportunity.

FKRHT.

I remember a ferry west "of Wagoner on the

Verdigris River run by George Marshall* a Creek In-

dian. He was still there until about 1900. Whether

he ran this ferry later, I do not know.

STOMP (HtODNDS.

.There was a Stomp Ground about ei«$ht mi les

• a s t of Shawnee. The Indians had b a l l games there

The ball for these games was a large ball, which

I believe was coyered with buckskin. The men always

klotcsd and the women used their hands to get it be-

tween two upright posts for a score. They would

bet a lot at these games. flhatsv«r was bet was
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put in plain view sometimes on a string and other*

laid their bet over the first bet or covered it,

which completed the bet. These beta consisted of *

ribbons, buttons and other small objects. Some-

times, they* the sen and women, would line up

and bet with the per aon opposite.

The Shavnee dances are different from those of

the Creek Tribe and were awch more interesting to

ae« They .had different kinds of dances, and this

was inclined to hold your attention, which a rou-

tine Stoop Dance falls to do. They have a war dance

which they used to put on at certain tlines, wearing

the old dress of their ancestors;

I remember some Creek Indians coming to shawnee

about 1899 for the purpose of putting on a ball game,

at the fairgrounds. It was a sort of a traveling show.

However, that day we didn't see much of a ballgsme,

for it was more of a fight among themselves.
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RELATIVES.

I had five sisters, three of whom are living

and I had one half brother. My half brother died

In 1932 at the old Shawnee Mission. I have an uncle

In the Cherokee Nation. He is now living near Pryor.

His name is George Butler. - .

TBAILS.

The only tra i l that X know union1 about Is the

tra i l named for my grandfather, a sort of a t ra i l

of a traveling merchant through this wild country.

This t ra i l ran from Araarillo, Texas,*1 to Abilene, Kan«
'•aj,

sas, passing near Anadarko. I understand my grand-

father died at Council Hil l in the Wichita Mountains

near Anadarko.

INDIAN AGS1CY.

The Shswnees used to get their supplies from the

Sac-Fox Agency, then located near what i s now Stroud.

How their agency i s about two miles south of Shawnee

and i s used also for the Sac-Fox, fciekapoo and Potta-

tomle Tribes.
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When I was going -£o school there no uaed to com*

up to the Sao-Fox agency and get supplies with a ,

largo wagon. I made the t r i p several times as dlf~

ferent boys in the Shawnee yisBion w«re appointed to
i

make the tr ips ay they were needed. ,

TBADINO POSTS,

There was a place oai led Shawnee Town at the

s i t e of the present Agency when I was a boy. There

were two or throe s tores there a l i t t l e l a t e r on where

we could buy goods. I don ft reaamber the* names of

any of these perchants J /

AIĴ TMSNTS CONTINOSD. fe

I l ived in the Cherokee Nation from 1894 t o

about 1919* I was in Tahlequah tiien B oms Cherokees

fere f i l i n g claims for al lotments . W* W. Hastings

was in the o f f i ce &t that time. Two g i r l s came in

and proved the i r r ight to. land a l l r i g h t , but they

were red-headod and freckled-faced and Hastings
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oouldnft help but ask them what degree of Cherokee

blood they wore* They said "lull-blood* and he

Just winked and signed them up ao such*

s CHDHBHES.

When I was going t o the Shawnee Mission, a

Doctor,Kirk wan our minister for the Miasion and

neighborhood. He was a Quaker, bat the church*

as I remember, «as Baptist*

There I s a church cal led Montezuma here at

^Okfuakee, where the sermon i s usually preached In

Greek. A language I don't understand* ao I seldom

attend unless there i s to be an Interpreter there

that day*

. . MO3IC. • \

The music for the Shawnee Dances was produced

by shaking a keg covered with buckskin in which

.pebbles wore placed.
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GOUNOXLS.

The Shawnees just had a Council mootlug and

agreed what they wanted to do about their affairs and

took the agreement to their agent.

If their couldn't, agree on a matter they just

put off deciding it until the next meeting*

OOTLAW AND LAW

At Bff le Crittendon's place, two miles west

of Hulbert, the Oook gang and Cherokee Bill (Bill

Golsby) fought Dick end Zeke Crittenden, orothors

and deputy United states Marehale. Ome of the

officers got killed by Cherokee Bill mi Jim Oook

) wa« wounded.

the bullet marks are visible on that cabin to

this day.

Bill Kail and a man whose first name was 3am

killed Zaek Taylor, wao ran the post office and a

store at Melville. I think, both of these outlaws

were killed by United States Marshals.
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The Wickllff brothers, Charlie, the oldest, Tom

and John, about sixteen, killed a United States

Marshal, named Gilstrap. Charlie was killed later

by one of his brothers. .
i

; Jim Cook was killed by a colored fellow, Sari Harlen, j
• v •• • 1

when Jim, Newt Me Broom and Ed 7/orford t r i ed to take * ' ,
j
+

a yearling from him.

Ike Rogers captured Cherokee Bill a bout 1895 near

Claremore. Cherokee Bill killed one of the guards

after some one had slipped him a gun. He was hanged

pronto. 1
\ »

SHAWNBS CHISF;

Unite Turkey was the Chief when I was going to >

the Shawnee Mission. He married my aunt on my

father's t ide .

I have seen Shawnee'Indians buried in the old

costume of buckskin leggins and shirt and painted up
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u If for a war Dance* Their rings, bracelet*,

•ooey, ribbons, ate., were sometime* burled wltn th«B

and eamefctaea kept out end diTlded among the mmrlvor«,

I ( . CHiSROKSB STHIP RUN* •

I was attending the Chillocco Mission in 1893

when the Cherokee Strip was opened* The Mission'

was located only a half miles from the line and we

played baseball and had picnics with the soldiers

•ho were guarding the Strip from "Sooners*"

School was turned out the day of the run. One

old woman rode a horse for about a quarter of a mile

and fall off and so filed her claim right there* Her

huabaod caught the horse and rode on. Sho could have

walked that far to stake J^nd for

WOHLDfS FAIR.

The school Superintendent* four or five teachers

and fifteen boys and girls from the Shawneo Mission
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m
m

attended the World's Fair at Chicago, in 1893. I

attended, working an hoar each day in an exhibit of

shoe repairing. Other exhibit? for boys ware harness

and tailor shops and many other displays of Indus-

trias* The Shawnae-girlB had knitting, sawing,

cooking, and othar azhlbits for Tisltors to tha Fair*

9a wer« sent to tha Chicago World's Fair by

tha Gotaromsnt to show examples of work dona by the

Indian Schools. We stayed about a month.
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