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WA Worker's neme  Jerome M. Emmons

. . e ' ?
report made on (date) n September 3, 103
Neme’ ? Willism ahhhosl; (tor uhoao grandfathor a }Eattlo. treil ‘was naied).
T A
Post Office Address Okemah, Cklahoma--One mile etst and onachEll”

au..mu m——mm ‘

Regidence address (or -Xocation)

JATE CF BIRTH' Month  Jenuary . pay Y Year .1880

“lace of birth Two and one-half miles scuth and one mile west of Shmn. . .
on Sesdro cmdiin. a lloxican'a placo. "

SIame of Fether William chugoln  Place of birth o o

0%hex info*mation about father Part Oreek-part Cherokes mun, ﬂ_-a"in Iéeo.

pallisnasuey
. ’__‘;_',Am

.‘.Q."

Veme of Mother Huter Butler Place of birth
 Gherokes Indisn (fnllblond)-:—diod I hnunry. 19

Other information akout mother

Her second husband 'as a Mr. Cochran.

—h

or comple te narratlve by the field worker dealing with the life ana story
»> person interviswed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects anmd' questi ons,.
aue on blank sheats if necessary amd attach firmly to thls “orm. Number of
s attached 12 -,
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Interview with william Qhisholm --
By Field Worker, Jerome M. Emuons
September 3, 1937

Mr. Chisholm, a Cherokee~-Crsek Indian, 'lives ohe
mile east and a half south of Okfuskese,

I am a Cherokee adopted into the Shma Pridbe.
My allotment is west of Shawnee and southwg?t of Dale,
in Pottawatomie County. //

¢
'

SCHOOLS.

I attended the Shawnee Mission, where the Sani-
. tarium is now located, until I was eleven years of
‘ags. I then sttended the Chillosoo Mission for three
years. This uission is locatod&abont six miles
south of Arkansas City, Kanmas. I left there in
1894, | ¥hen I returned home from Kensas, b let a
couple years go by bofou)at,tending school farther
and it was 1897 when I completed another year at the
Shawnes lission. ‘ ‘

I then quit school and went fo the Cherokee Nae
tion with my mother. I stayad there until my mother

died. We lived ten miles sast of Wagoner on Fourteen
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2 )
mh Prairie.
CIVIL WAR.

My father put in a claim for $9,000 for propsrty,
stock, ota., damaged and stolen during the Civil War,
This claim was partially allowed and paid only a few
.years ago. This loss was damages to my father's - -
\‘property locat;d at Asher, as the place iz now ca}lod.

in the Chickesha Ration.

\ ALLOTMENT,

Big Jim's Band of Uppsr Shawnees were against
the alloimant of land to the Shawness., White Tur-
 key's Band consisting of absentes Shawnses favored
the allotuzent, .

The Dawes Commisaionr gave my mother the choice
of taking an allotment for ms and herself in either
the Cherokes Natiocu or thé Chickasha KatiQnJ., _._She
took 1% in the Chickesha Nation. 4s there were
only a fes hundred Shawness, they wers given their

- lend in Pottawatomie County which was a part of the
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Chickasha Nation,
My ailotxnent conaisted oi; only ebout thirty-

seven and,ono half aoreg"or practically worthless

land, located near a river which overflowed onto it.

¢

I sold it at the first opportunity.

FERRY.
I ;'emmba'r a ferry wast of lagonem; on the
Vordigrfs River run by Gsorge Marshall, a Creek In-
dlan. He was still there until about 1900. Whether

he ran this ferry later, I do not know.

é'ﬂMP OROUNDS. |

There was & Stomp Ground about eisht miles
east of Shawnse, The Inians had ball games there
also. ‘ *

The ball for these games was a large ball, which
I believe was covered with buckskin, The men always

- kicked and the women used their hands to get it be-

tween two upright posts for a score. They would

bet a lot at these gamss. Whatsver was bet was ‘ ¢

—
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put ui plain view sometimes on a string and others
laid their bet over the first det or covered it,
which completed the bet. These bets consisted of '
ribbona, buttons and other small objocts.. Some-
times, they, the men and women, would line up,
and bet with the persom opposite.

The Shawnee dances are different from those of
the Crsek Tribe and wers much mors interesting to
me. They .had different kinds of dances, and this
was inclined to hold your attention, which & roue
tine Stomp Dance fails to do. ‘They have a war dance
which they used to put on at certain times, wearing
the 0ld dress of their angestors.

I remsmber some Creesk Indians caming to shunog
about 1893 for the purposs of putting on a ball game,
at tﬂo fairgrounds. It was a sort of a t;'aveling show.
However, that day we didn't sse much of a ball 'gmo,

for it was more of a fight among themselves,
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RELATIVES.
I had five sisters, thres of whom are living
and I had one half brother. My half brother died
in 1932 at the 0ld Shawnee Mission. I have an uncle
)

in the Cherokes Nation. 'He is now living near Pryor.

Ris name is George Butler, ’ >

TRAILS,
The only trail that I know muéR about 1s the
trail nemed for my grandféthor; a ar;rt of a trail
of a traveling merchant th'rough‘ this wild country.
This trail ran from Amarillo, Pexas,” to Abnano. Keno
sas, passing near Anadarko. I und‘arstand my §mnd~
father died at Council Hill in the ®ichite 'quntains

near Anadarko.

B INDIAN AGRRCY.

The Sh.mou‘ used to get their supplies from the °
sac-Fox Agcncy,) then located near what is now Stroud.
Now their agency is about t-;) miles south or‘Sha\moo
and is used also for the Sac-Fox, Xickapoo and Potta-

tomie Tribes. .
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wher I was going to school thers we used to come
‘up to the Sac~Fox agency and get Bupplfes‘with g
large wagon. I made the trip several times as &if-
‘ fersnt boys in »t}xe 'Shawnaa Wission were appointed to

- make the trips a;s they were needed. {,

TRADING POSTS,

There wae a place o?llzd Sha;neo Town at the
site of the present Ason}py when I'was a boy. There
wore two or three a%o‘z'eﬁ" there a little later on where
we could buy _géodl.' ' I’/{don't Temember the- nemes of

| j
any of these marohanta.ll . /

/

1

ALLDX‘#(ENTS CONTINUED. &

I lived in the Cherckee Nation from 1894 to
about 1919, I weas in Tahlequah when s oms Cherokees
wors filing claims for allotments. W. W. Hastings

4
‘was in the office ‘4t that time. Two girls came in

Q

-

and proved their right to land all right, but they

wera red-headed and freckled-faced and Hastings
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4
oouldn't help but ask them what degree of Cherokee

blood they ware., They said “"Full-blood"” and he

Just winked and sigred them up as such.

\ . CHURCHES.
When I was goﬁxg to the Shawnes Mission, a
Doctor Kirk was our minister for the Misaion and L
neighborhood. He was a Quaker, but the churcﬁ.
as I remembor, was Baptist.
There is a church callsed Monteguma here at
B “Okfuskes, where the sermon is usually preached in
Cresk. A language I doa't understand, so I seldom
sttend unless thers is to be an 1nt0rprreto‘r the}e

that day.

MUSIC.
Ths music for the Shawnee Dances was produéed
by sheking a keg coversd with buckskin in which

pebbles were placed.
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COUNGILS.
The Shawnees just had a Council meeting and
agread ahet they wanted %o do &bout their affairs end
took the sgreement to their agent. 1
Ifﬁtheir coudn*t, agree on & matter th‘ey just

put ofr deciding it until the next xneoting.

om'm: AND LAW
At m’tu crittondan'a place, two muee west
of gnlbort. the Cook gaug and Cherokee Bi1l (Bi1x
Golobyj fought Dick amd Zeke cr:lttondez;‘, ‘n‘othora
and deputy United States Marshals. -o:u of the
officers got killed by Cherokes Bill ad Jim Gook
) was wounded. ' ..
'me;)buuet marks are visible on that cabin to

.

¢

this day. . .

Bill Nail and a man whose first name was Sam
kiuod Zack Taylor. who mn the poet office and a
gtdrc a§ Melville, I think, both of these outlawa

wore killed by United States Marshels.
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The Wickliff brothers, Charlie, ths oldest, Tom

and John, sbout sixteen, killed a Umited States
Charlie was kilied later

Marshal, nemed Gilstrap.

by onie of his brothers.
Jim Gook was killed by a colored fellow, Sarl Harlen

. -
4

when Jim, Newt MoBroom and R4 Worford tried to take

a yearling from him,
Tke Rogers captured Cherokes Bill about 1895 near

Claremore. -Cherokes Bill killed ons of the guards

after sone one haé slipped him a gun. He was hanged

prontd. \
‘ SHAWNER CHIEF.
mu"rurkoy was the Chief whan 1 was going to

the Shawnee Mission. 'He warried my aunt on wny
father's side.

, 1 BUATAL.

1 have seen Shawnee Indians buried in the old- -

- gostums of buckskin legzins and shirt and peinted up

o
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ih if for a War Dence. Thelr rinsn; bmolots,'
lon'oy.- ribbons, etc., ware nmioumql buried with them

and sometimes képt out snd divided among the survivors.

. CHEROKEE STRIP RUN.
|
I was astending the Chillocco Mission in 18393

|
when the Cherokee st‘rip was opened., The Mission" '

was located only a half miles from the line and we : \

played baseball and had picnios with the soldfisrs AT
‘, ; |

who wers guarding the Strip from "Sooners. " i

3

e ﬂ
2 .2 Yo

School was turned oug the day of the run. One o

old wanan rods a horse for about a quarter -of a mile \
. and-Pell off and so filed her clalm right there,

Her , |
. |
husband caught the horse and rode on. She could have

. |
walked that fer to stako Land for filinger -

' WORLD*S FAIR.

The School Suparintandont; foxir_ or five teachyra

- and fifteen boys axfé girls from the Shawnee Mission /
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attended the World‘'s Fair at Chicago, in 1893. I

attended, working an hour each day in an exhibit of

aho'o repairing. - Other exhibits for boys were haruness

end tailor shops and many othsr displays of indus-

triu. The 8t§amt'=fgirla had knitting, sewing,

" cooking, and othsr exhibits for visitors to the Fair, =
" %e were *b—ent to the Chicago World's Fair by -

tho'Govermm;xt to show examples of work dcne by the

Indian Schools. We staysd abcut a month.



