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This i\;jori

McGtiire*

(date) August 24 f 1937*

1 . Mamu Suckay Charlea.

::. Toct 0:Ticc Address Eufaula. Oklehocsa

j5. Residence Ciddrc?s (or loca t ion)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month

5. Pl-me of b i r t h

Day

Oklahoma Territory*

193

.fear

6. Name ol" Father
\ M ^ H W I »•• I ^ ^ — — — > • ' • • • l'»

Other j.nformat ion about father

7. "Name of Mother

Other information atnut mother

Place of birth Oklaluxaa.

LiglithorBeman.

Place of bir'.h Oklahoma.

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the Iif3 ;and
story of the person interviewe-d. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheetf? if* necessary arid attach firmly t«
this form. Number of sheets attoched * • •
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Margaret McGuire,
Field Worker,
August 24 , 1937J

An In t e w lew With Suckey Char l e s ,
Eufsoila, Oklahoma•

I was bora in the Indian Territory near the place

where the west Eufaula Baptist Church is no?/» I was

baptised into that church on May 2, 1869, and have been

a member of that church ever since* I am the oldest

member of that church,/ I belong to the Wind Clan and I

have always lived with my clan* My father and mother

were Creeks. I have lived with the Creek tribe* all &y

life but I did not ever go to school*

' We livfed on the farm and went hunting with just our

own folks. .>© went east across the South Canadian Hiver
* •

and it would take about two days* We would get ouch deer

and turkey meat and we would get wild honey* We made bags

of deer skins to keep our honey in. We would take deer

hides and scrape the inside good until we got all the fat

and meat off, then we would take three poles and stand

then up, tie the topa together aad build ,a fire under

them with the skins of deer stretched around it onrd keep

the fire under it until the skins were good and dry. Then
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we would put honey In the bags and hang them up and keep

them a l l winter. We ki l led game "but we did not know

what I t was, "we called i t hogs". We dried deer and

buffalo meat.by putting i t out in th<3 hot sun un t i l i t

got real dry. We did not put any sal t on i t and i t kept

well and we had rae-.t a l l winter.

Wo traded at a l i t t l e store owned by a Creek Indian.,

where Raford is now; there was no town there t-.en.

I was about th i r ty or th i r ty-f ive years old when

the Civil rial' broke out. &y husband fought for the South.

I rode a horse and went south unt i l the war way wev* My

father was a juishthorseman but he got sick- and died before

the war w ŝ over, Many years af ter the Civil -var, the

Choctfaws .Oherokees ,and Seaiinoles did not get along together

vary \,u .1 and the Isparhechar Viar i s the oaly war I remember

besides the Giyil foar.
f

Only the bad Indians would paint their faces. They

used a certain kind of red clay that did not have any sand

in i t and always when they painted their faces, they

carried tomahawks. When they met white people they would

cut their scalps and k i l l them, then they would take

medicine a l l night; t r a i l i ng king was an Indian herb mostly

used.
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When an Iodian died everything he had was buried

with htm. All r e l i c s and JaweJry put Into the grave

with him. «»
7

My allotxsent of land war. one hundred and sixty acr«a

and that i s where I l ive now. There was ah old hunting

ground about seven miles west of JSufaula which was called

Canadian. The Indians used to hunt in the Kiamichi

fountains. The old Asbury Mission i s the f i r s t mission

we had. I s t i l l s° to church. We farmed a l l the time

pud raised our own corn, cotton and wheat, we made our ovaa

flour out of wheat by pounding i t just l ike we did the

corn to make blue dumylin^s.

When Indians hired white people to work for them,

they ,>aid thesa, then the IndianK would have to pay the-

sane aisount to the t r i ba l funds.

Pleaant Porter was chief of the Creek Nation.when

Indian Territory was f i r s t se t t l ed ; he was a good chief.

Mr. Patterson and C. E. Foley were our f i r s t licensed

traders.

When white folks would come to the Terri tory, W©

would drive them out, but they would come r ight baok again*

The Snake uprising was in 1903* Crazy Snake did not want

allotment; he wanted the Territory to stay" as i t was.


