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. D e, . . - '
: SARAH IEHR CHAMZERLIN
. R 4 biographic sketch
From & p;§sonal interview with the subject -
(1142 .M. Main St., Tulsa, Okla.) - ‘ :

Sarsh Iahr Vhamberlin came at 'the szge of &eventeen to -
Vinits, Indién Territory, in Novémber 1885, with her parents,

lre und irs, D. Lehr., On July 29, 1886,she married Robert L.

LS
b - .

Chamberlin, one thirty-secomd degre# Cheroliee, son-of the

»

Reve 4.2 Chamberlin. - ° .

ALLOTIENTS”

— “

L@'husband and our two oldest children, a son and a’ .
dadghtef, each received‘éllotmentsu I, although a citi-
zen DYy adoptigq, tdceived noue, because whéan the allotments

N %4 .
~vwere made, the Commission ruléd that only those white wives

‘ mqﬁld'be considered eligible for allotment who had been

marf;ed prior‘to 1876, ‘é@fyoungest daughter, Nadine,

®

received none either for tne.reason that she was & "too, too

1 Al -

. late,” that is, when" the Commission begun enrolling the

o

v e .. - . S ¢
Indians ana gssigning the allotments & Certain aate was '’ 2

fixea &8 a deuq iine, thuse born after thet dute being exelu@ed

>

from participation in.tHe sllotments. .Those born after

t 3 s e v . .
thut date were knownsias the "too lates." Loter tre Lirst
. . N
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date was extended ﬂo & later time so that those born after

/‘u\}
the first date but %efore the ,lust vere t6 share in the land

\

d}stg}bution. Thosa born after the second ‘date never were

\ “
given any sngre &nd were "known as the "too, too0.lates," a

Cherokee expre8810nq_ W dauéhter was one of these.,
\

2y husband and Ty oldex\daughter received allotmenns

.

just at the BOuthWebt euse of the town of '1nita, along
’15 bubln Creek, slus tcn ucres each in ¢ e\upav1naw hllls.

decauge of its proxlmipy to t:e’town that land wab‘r&tea at

~ .
a higher valuation then some other sections, 8o thHey received

only eighty acres spiece. fw'son5how veg;was sivefl a truet

3i, Cabin Ureek. lecause Ihe jand was further fpom town
| o

. \ / - . }
acres plus the ten scres in the Apavinaw hills. //

‘Politicy was rotuLn tiien Aust ‘as .it is now and many

I
r' §

people’ bought their way inty/sllotments who hed o right

’ /

whatever $o cne, \ //

<



{ 3 . : o ..

_CHAMBHRLIN, SARAH LEHR, INTERVIwW oL omo4ar T é):f
. ) . "
COMIISSION TO THE-EIVE TRISES oo :

) \“
One groul’of the Dawes Commission steyed at the Cobb
‘ ' ,
hotel in Vinita, Their duties were to enroll the Indians

én@;e}aluéte the land which wag later allotted. They did

t

not- know the value of the lund sna rated it wrong. They

s

?
&ll had sneir jobs through politics and didn't cure whether

they did thing‘ right or not. .Thus myv husband snd daughter
' 4 ) ‘ . .
were allotted land considered more valushle than that given

- ] .
my son and were therefore given only half the acrewyge he

was given, when in reality hi§ wag the better value for,

while theirs was rich bottom land and close t. town, yet

it was rendered less valuable vecuause 3ig Cabin Yreek over-

-
“ R y

flowed there so much worse than it did on my son's land.
?pé memders of the Commission sold whiskey freely to
. . * . . ) N : y .
the® Indians. .I once saw old,Ghief Se-quitch—ie,ffK;:;ber

of the Commission, sell a bottie of whiskey to 1y husban@.
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4 MY

When %the Cherokes Strip wag opemed %o settlement each
headright among the Chefokegs wag given'a péyment of either

160,00 or $260.00, I have forgotten whith.%; My husband and

ny t&o sons, our onily children at thet ti ’ each received

N . | - ' '
a payment. -This payment was 1en & year after the

otrip opening.

The 0ld Settlers each were given a small phyment by the

Government to compensate them for having come t0 .Indian Terri-

tory moluntarily and at their- own exﬁense, whereas with the
. , . ' .,

later exodus the expense of trunsportation hud'to be borne
t %

by the Government. !y mother-in-law received such & pay-
ment but pot until after I had married into the fumily, mahy,

many years after she hsa maueitha trip.

i

CEILTLRIES
1 ) .///’
¢heLbnambevf1n iamlly had a camegery adJuining*tbe

{
Pheasant Hill. It dates from about 1670 when

cimrch 8
the family settled neer Vinita,and at first was private.

It has of late yeurs been used as a public burying ground.
’ i

| . —
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Pheasant’ﬁiil’atﬂfirst was not & tewn. It was just a

.-

.
« * ¢

church,. Abaut 1891 or 1852 a postoffice was ojened there,

the mail being:cbrri;d on horseback from Vinita. The post

’,
Ay

office hus since been abandoned.

CnREIIONILL GROUNDS

-

3

« &% one time there was u stomp grounds near the town of
¢ T ! . g ‘
3ig Cubin, but it hus been abandoned. The grounds nesr

- / ) \.
enapah are now the principal ceremonial grounas for that
L * /' a\ . ' i

part of the gountry.-

1y husband would hever let me go to ﬁhem; He saiﬁ the

v

Indians all 1lay sround drumk and iv was no pliace for a woman.

A3

‘He didn't even £0- himself but sbout once or-twice.

T

"

The Cherokees always ouried beneath the ground, bgry-

¢
»

N ‘ , :
ing toys or treasured belongings with the desd, but placing

-
Y
¥

tomahawks on top of the grive.
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AGRICULTURAL FAIRS
SRS

The fair at“Vinita,Wus already a going affair when we'
came %OHVinita in 18806. It was held annually in September,
and consisted chiefly of displays of canned fruits and vegs~-

tables, handwork and stock exhibits. There were premiums

¥

-

- for the stock , Iruits,'etc. Handwork uonslsted of quilts,

dresses, embroidery. There were glso the usual sideshcwa

-~

and merry-éc-round.
cot TOWNS .

-~
-

S T

. N
~

Vlnita was not much more than a postoffice when we ‘

P B
DN ° +

came there«in 188b..l Later it ot to be quite a Shlpping
:‘p01nt for cattle, great herds belng driven and shipped out.

lhe cattlemen used to steel~all the cattle they could find .
‘ loose\thazwere not aranded. They once stole my Cow-as

they drove & herd through town, but Ty husband took a rlde»
‘ -
.through the cattle pens and Iound herr ahe vas 9ne oy .

father hed given me when.I was married and bore, his brand

\\

D~L and they were.afrald t0 Shlp her-” wlth the others.

L I

They once stols a oalL from me “thatfwes not oranded and I
1 ,

never got it buck. , . S ;‘ '

A

A}

i~
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When statehdod came the Government set aside certain
4 “ ’ ¢

-

untilleble lands for hunfing. Paymenﬁa*were received by .

v

the Indiamns.for these lands.

P
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REMINISCENCES OF THE RSVERWND ae No CHallZLRLIN
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-

The Hav. ».W. CgﬁﬁQerlin wags & Presbjtefian missionary

-~

to the Cherokees in Georgié{s?hHe ihere marriqua‘ﬁért Cher-~

.

okee womun and came-to Indiéﬁ“Territofy with that band of

.
- [\

Cherokees who came wppn‘thé Government first ordered them to -

-

A { . . !
jcome and who became known &s the 0ld Settlers.

P He was associated with the mission at Park Hill and

was superintendent of Dwight ifission near fallisaw from 1868
) R4 /v R ! -/V . .
v unt¥)ly adoout 1871, He knew thé\Qherokee'languagp, being able

P

both to gpesk it ahd-wf{te it, and was offijcial interpreter
. for tne Cherokee Council. He tranglated the Lnglish alpha=-

bet into Cherokee ‘and assisted in editing shd publishine

liternture for the Cherokees. The prinbinf press used by
4 E . - )

him «nd containiie the Cherokee chsracters i{s now in the
keeping of the First Presbyterian Church of|Tulsav  Rev.
Jr. lamd had borrowed the press from Rev. Chlamberlin and

A
after my: father~-in-law's death Rev. Lamb offered the press

-

65
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t0 my husband. My husband replied that he didn't lkenow or

underetand Cherokee and told - Mr. Lamh to eive the press s

some one wpo could make use of it. Eventually it came into

\ ¢ ;
the possession of the churchqﬁ . o F

\\ “ . e w

Rev.’ Chatmberlin used to hold protracted neetings for

the Indians, @ho would come*for miles asround and stay till

the meetingé were ocer.’ ~ﬂany of them would stay with him.
in his house &and of - course he was‘glgd to take care of them

because he was an¥§ous to get them to come to the meetings.

i

\
T motner-in-law had one of those huse kettles about_the
size of a hogshead, at leust five feet in diameter, which //
‘ - . ,i‘ . - -’ )
she would fill with hams and shoulders and cook them to feed /

the Indians. Hogs were blenﬁiful and sasy to get since //

7

tnere were wild ones rowuming around everywhere. ! /
> /

N - /
‘ - . - 'Y . /,
Rev. Chamberlin served in the Civil War on the side of

the Jnion. e
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