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- • " SARAH LEHR CKAM3SKLIN
,v A biographic sketch

From a personal interview'with the subject
{1142-1?. Main S t . , Ailaa, Okla.) m

Jbarah Lehr "Wiamberlin came at the erge of Seventeen to"

, Indian Territory, in November 1885, with her parents ,

!,Ir. and Llrs, D» Lehr.. On July 2.y, 1B86,she married Robert'L.
»' ' ' •

Chamberl-in, one thirty-second deere* Cherokee-, son-of the

Rev. A*** Chamberlin. •

ify husband arid our two oldest children, a son and a' t

daughter, each received allotments-. I , although a c i t i -

zen by. adoption, received no:ie, because when the allotments

were made, the Commisaion rulad that only those white wives

•would be considered e l ig ib le for allotment who had been

married pr ior to 1876. I.fy youngest daughter, Nadine,

received none e i ther for the.reason that she was a "too, too

Ibte ," that i s , v.hen" t-tie Commission began enrolling the **
, ' • - • • • *

Indiana ana assigning the "allot'menta a certain u&te wats '

fixea u"s a deuu line, those born aft'sr thi*t date bein^ excluded

from participation in-the allotments. .Those born after
- <

date were knoWx&as the "too lates» f t ' L^ter tne Tir-st
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date'was extended tlo a l a t e r time so that those born after

the f i r s t date but jbef ore the .l^st were t<3 share in the land

L. Ihose. born after the second date never were

given any^share and were known as the "too» too .iatfes/1 a

Cherokee expressions 'J^y daughter was one of these.

ly husband and my bIcier .daughter received allotments

- l ' • " • - " 7 • ••

just at the southwest eji^e of the i;own of/7inita, along

3ig Cabin ^'reek, plus ten acres each in the- ilpavinaw h i l l s ,

iecaus'e of i t s proximity to t.- e.town tha* land v/afa r^ted at

a higher valuation than some other sections, so th'etf received

only eighty acres apiece. l!y 'son^hov/yBver-lv/as cjiVefi a t r ac t

at Pheasant Hil l , about six miles noi/th of Vinita, along

lit. y&oin Oreek. leo'auat: • t^-e ian^ was farther fDon) town

It-was ratsd t t a lov;eir figure an^ my son was -allote# 160

acres plus the- ten aores in the/^pav'iuaw h i l l s . /

• an then A\xs>t '.as ..it is now ar/d many
people' bought t h e i r way in to / a l lo tmen t s who had i4o r i i l i t

" / . " I -
v^h&tever to one* /
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COMMISSION TO THB^IVK^ I

One grouo 'of the Eawes Commission staged at the Cobb

hotel in V in i t a . Their du t i e s were t o e n r o l l the Indians

/ •

and, evaluate t'

nut- know the v

all ' had tneir

e land which was la ter a l lo t t ed . They did

lue of the land t»na rated i t wron&. They
9

throut-h pol i t ics and didn' t care whether

they did things right; or not. -Thus my husband and .daughter-

were al lot ted liand considered more valuahle than that, given
i~ ' i

my son and were therefore t'iven only half the acret-ge he

was ^iven, when in regality his v/as the better value for,

while theirs v/as rich bottom land and close to town, yet

i t v/as rendered less valuable oecause 3ig .Cabin ureek over-

flowed there so much worse than i t did on nay son's land.

The members of t'he Commission sold whiskey freely to

t-lieA Indians. .1 once s>aw ol6jChief Se-quitch—ie, ?af"meraber

of the Commission, se l l a bottle of whiskey to i.̂ y husband.
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PAYHEJSTS

Y/hen 'the Cherokee BtrLp was opened to settlement each

headright among the Cherokees was. given" a payment of e i ther

§160.00 of $260.00, I have forgotten whiCh.fv I'<y husband and

ray two sons, our only children at that time, each received

a payment. This payment was m f̂cr«*TnSsl~~irnan a year af ter the

Lp opening.
\

The Old Set t lers each welre ^iven a. small payment by the

Government to compensate them for having come to .Indian Terri

tory sr.olujitarily and at their-own expense, whereas with the

later exodus the expense of transportation had'to be borne

by the Government. !*y mother-in-law received such a pay-

ment but not un t i l after I had married into the family, many,

many years after she hta maae the. t r i p .

The i Chambey'fin family had a csmet^ry adjoiningMhe '

church aj; Pheasant Ki l l . It dates from about 1870, when

the family set t led netr Vinita,and at f i r s t was p r iva te .

It has- of late years been used as a public burying ground.
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. . . GHOST

Pheasant'Hill at first was not a town'. It was just a
* i

ohuroh. About 1891 or 1892 a post.office was opened there,

the nail being^carried on .horseback from Vinita. The post

office htia since been abandoned. . -

C£,BE:io::iia GR** . x'
I %

At one tinie there was a stomp grounda near the town of

Oubin, .but i t huts been abandoued. The grounds near

Lenapah are now the p r i n c i p a l ceremonial ^roonas for t ha t
• /

I \
part of the country. •

Ity husband would never let^me go to It hem. He said t.he

Indians a l l la^ around drunk and i t v/as no place for a woman.

He didn' t even go-himself but about once or-twice.

The Cherokees alw.a^s buried beneath the ground, bjiry-

ing toys or treasured belongings with the dead, but placing

tomahawks on top of the
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_ ' ' AGRICULTUEAt FAIRS

The fa i r at Vinita, was already a going affair when we

came to Vinita in 1885. ' I t was held annually in September,

and consisted chiefly of displays of canned f ru i t s and vege-

tables, handwork and stock exhib i t s . There were premiums,

for the stock , f ru i t s , e t c . Handwork consisted of qui l ts*,

dresses, embroidery. There were also the usual side^showa

and merry-go-round. , • "

CC&' TOWNS ,• •

Vihita was. not much more than a ppstof'fice when we

came there- in 1885. Later it got, to be quite a shipping

p'oint for cattle, great herds being dri'ven and shipped out.
. * ' • • • • • ' ' .

J . • • * • »

used to steal* all. the cattle they could find

itwer.e not oranaed. The.y once stole my cow as

they drove L hefd; through town, .but,my husband took a rii
thr-ough the cafcle'pens and found her^ She was one my s

* * * *

father had given me whe'n- I was rabrried and bore) his brand

D-L and they were afra id to' ship her'wLth the others .

They once stole a. calf from me ".that^wts hot b'randed and I
• • ' n . • . . ' - ' ,

never got i t back. . " ' , , ' •
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.HUNTING GROUNDS

*** • "

Vi'hen(Stateh5o'd came the Government set aside cer ta in

unti.llable lands for hunting* Payments* were received by

the Indians%for these lands.

HE1JINI5CENCES OFTHE Hil N. CH&M3fc.RLIN

i'he . Cfcamberlin was a Presby te r i an mis&ionary

, f

to the Cherokees in Georgia. $ ,. He Jbhere married a "part Cher-

okee woman and came'to Indian*territory with that band of

Gherokees who came when the Government first ordered them to
i

• come and who became knovm as the Old Settlers.

He was associated with the mission at Park Hill and
i

, was superintendent of Dwight Mission near i-allisaw from 1868
• ^r . \

1 unti'ty about 1871. Ke knew the .̂ Cherokee language, being able
. ' ' ' * " ' • • - - \

both to speak it and-write i t , and was offi

. fur tne Cherokee Council. He translated t
*,

bet into Cherokee and asbisted in editing a

literhture for the Cherokees. The printin
i • -

him and c o n t a i n i i ^ the Cherokee cha rac t e r s

keeping of the F i r s t P resby te r i an Church of

Ur. Lamb haci borrowed the press from Rev. C

a f t e r raj^ fatfeer-in-law•s death Rev» Lamb of

ial interpreter

e L h alpha-

,d publ ish ing

press used by

s now in the

Tulsaw Rev.

amberlin and

ered the press
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to ray husband. 1.'$ husband, replied that he didn't know or

understand Cherokee and, told-Mr. Lamb to b'ive- the press to

some one who could make use of it* Eventually ,At came into

V ' • J
the possession of the churchy . '*?-„ ' \

\ ' \ * . ' . - •

\ . - ' x

Rev." Chamberlin used to hold protracted meetings for
V „ ,

4

A " • '

the Indians, v̂ ho would come*for miles around and stay t i l l -

the meetings were o«er. •"iany of them v/ould stay with him-̂

In his house and of course, he was "glad to take care of them

because he was anxious1 to ge.t them to come to the meetings.

!v mother-in-law had one of those hu&e kettles about the

size of a hogshead,, at leost five feet in diameter, which i

t>he would f i l l v/ith hams and shoulders and cook" them to feed /

tne Indians. Hogs were plentiful and easy to &et since- /

there were wild ones ro^mint; around everywhere. _ , ! j

Rev. Ohamberlin served in the Civil War on the side ol

the Union. w • . .


